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It gives me immense pleasure to learn that.Sh/ BiG Sharina 
“a noted historian, educationist and son of the soil” is bringing out 
a book titled GLIMPSES OF KISHTWAR HISTORY. History of 
Kishtwar finds important position in some of the books in History 
while some books have been written exclusively regarding the 
history of Kishtwar. The history of a place narrated loses its 
validity if most of the events or facts turn out to be either fabricated, 
self created or misquoted. 


In “Glimpses of Kishtwar History’ the author has adopted a 
scientific approach and he has tried to draw much as a logical 
conclusion from the remains found all over the erstwhile Kishtwar 
state. In the book, an attempt has been made to reflect the life 
and achievements of common man who lived in this part of the 
country. 


The sequence of events have been narrated in a logical 
manner. History of Paddar, Marwa, Nagseni and Rajmandal 
Chatroo have been dealt with separately. 


There is a separate chapter under the caption “Distortion in 
Kishtwar History” which is a matter of discussion. It will open 
new avenues for the research scholars and the historians in future. 


My sincere compliments to the author for bringing out such 
a comprehensive and detailed account of the History of Kishtwar 
mostly based on remnants of past history and in a most lucid 


Style. 


Best compliments from. 


(R.A. Zargar) KAS 


Commissioner, _ 
cocci Kishtwar. _. 
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(iv) 
PREFACE 


, History will portray its culture, 
people and the past historic period 


when it had reached the pinnacle of glory. eon AO rajas ruled 
over Kishtwar hill principality right from 10" C.A.D. The first 
historical ruler was Raja Khan Pal who hailed from Gaur Bengal, 
marched with a band of his followers to establish his kingdom in 
the hills of Himalayan belt. The last independent ruler was Raja 
Mohd. Teg Singh, the Muslim ruler of Kishtwar who surrendered 
to the Dogra Raja Gulab Singh of Jammu in 1821 A.D. 


The Glimpses of Kishtwa 
socio-economic condition of its 


In Glimpses of Kishtwar history I have tried to bring out the 
past from obscurity. There are remnants of past history scattered 
throughout Kishtwar which became a source of inspiration for 
me. Many historians and writers have written about Kishtwar, but 
they have failed to deduce much from the remains found all over 
the erstwhile state. Kishtwar has found mention in Rig Ved, 
Mahabharat, Milind-panho and Rajataragini though the name 
Kishtwar’ did not exit then. In Rig Ved, Murud Varidha — the 
present Marev Sudher or Marwa river and Asikini — the Chandra 
Bhaga river have been mentioned. Moreover, in Mahabarat_ the 
cn Mandal” has been mentioned. Lohit means saffron 
7 sees ne th Mandal, an area around Kishtwar town, still known 

- ne name “Kajangal’, of Kishtwar appear in Milindo 


Panho. This show - . 
heritage, S the antiquity of Kishtwar and its rich cultural. 


Brahmi letters ; aah 3: 
cave near Suid bad ao ce oe ee 


block near Sirshi letters inscribed on the stone 
at Saiya Dramas — and on the stone plates of the temples 
past history of Kisht aeoctl Pargana give us an insight into. the 
which many have a The inscriptions at Saiya Draman of 
deciphered, Kishtwa cen defaced with the passage of time, if 
The remains of t twill come on the stage of her pristine glory. 

| emples at Damzi and Saiya Draman in Nagseni 
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Pargana will reveal the ancient glory of the area. On excavation 
much more of the past would come to light. 


While writing Glimpses of Kishtwar History I have made an 
attempt to write the history which may reflect the life and 
achievements of common man who lived in this part of our country. 
History writers have not given much emphasis on the cultural 
history of Kishtwar. Since there are no manuscripts or any written 
record about its past history and the history of its rajas available 
not much has been written about its ancient period. No doubt the 
people of Kishtwar spoke a language which was akin to Pali, 
Sanskrit or Prakrit. Some alphabets recorded by George Grierson 
in Linguistic Survey of India Volume VIII part III page 3 definitely 
bring us to the conclusion that people of Kishtwar had a glorious _ 
past. It had its own language ‘Kishtwari’ and script known as 
Kishtwari script. The old record is not available now which might 
have either been destroyed by the invading forces or taken away 
by the interested scholars. The only book ‘Milind Panho’ written 
by Sage Nagsen in Pali language which was simpler than Sanskrit 
is available but some portion of the book, too, had remained 
untraced. 


The ancient names of places in Nagseni area, Warwan and 
Dachhan show that sages, monks, scholars and such like cultured 
peopled lived there in seclusion with the result that some parts of 
Rig Ved were compiled there. An inscription in Sanskrit has been 
found at Zajnai in Warwan Pargana of Kishtwar which shows 
that the people of this area were conversant with this language. 
Most probably Kishtwari language, written in Kishtwari script, 
was actually Pali of that time and Milind Panho was written in 
this script. However, the original text has been lost but its translation 
in various languages is available now. 


Histories of Kishtwar written by various authors have been 
found full of distortions. Why the facts of the erstwhile state have 
been fabricated and distorted is beyond our comprehension. wee 
thing is, however, very clear that the writers have not ged y 

other historians. cy 


deliberated upon the events narrated by 
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. rather been misled by the writers who seem to have been 
sa a in presenting concocted stories that suited to their 
aie fancies. A whole chapter has been devoted to this 
topic in Glimpses of Kishtwar History. It will open up new avenues 
for the research scholars and the historians in future. 


History of Paddar, Marwah, Nagseni and Raj Mandal have 
been dealt with separately so that these remote areas of Kishtwar 
having difficult and hazardous terrain may be highlighted. Since 
Kishtwar was parcelled out in many Rajwaras, each having its 
own history, the history of Kishtwar would not suffice to throw 
sufficient light on all such areas. As such, these areas have been 
given full space in the Glimpses of Kishtwar history. 


The scholars, students of history and common people interested 
in history would find sufficient knowledge and facts about 
Kishtwar District — the erstwhile Kishtwar state in this book. The 
facts kept hidden so far will throw sufficient light on the activities 


of high ups in the society which ultimately led to discrimination 
and step motherly treatment. 


Some new chapters like “Achievements of Kishtwar 
Development Forum”, “Dul Hasti Project” and “District and 
College Agitation of 


Kishtwar” have been included in this book 


activists h aaa - Ihe role of some social and political 
sts has been highlighted. This will infuse spirit of dedication, 


patriotism and inspirat; 
motherland. piration among the youngsters and lovers of 
In the end [ Ww : 
-Would | 
who, in ike to 


one wa 
this book. Thane on tee A 


for their co 


Cxpress my gratitude to all those 
ave supported me for bringing out 


anks ate also due to all my well wishers and friends 
“Operation and help. 


D.C.Sharma 
Retd. Principal DIET 
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Kishtwar — The land of Saffron 
and Sapphire 


LL —————e 


Kishtwar is a unique land of saffron and sapphire. It has lofty 
mountains and sloppy hills all around which bestow upon it grandeur 
and fascinating look for the on lookers who live in this land or 
visit this land. It has so beautiful landscapes and panorama that . 
it finds a superb place in the history of our country. It has now 
occupied a place on the tourist map of India also. Its bewitching 
scenery, picturesque and charming spots have often held the 
foreign travellers spell bound. The waterfall of Potinag on the 
opposite side of Chandra Bhagha (Chenab) river is so wonderful 
that one becomes astonished to see its jumps from a distance. Its 
splendour and exquisite sight fascinate one and all. Naginshero 
cliff, 4090 metres above sea level, on its eastern side is just like 
a crown on its head. It has springs of fresh cold waters and 
green pastures all over the cliff. People enjoy themselves by 
climbing the cliff and see the country around it. Such is Kishtwar, 
the abode of great Seers, Saints, Sufis and Rishis. 


Short History of Kishtwar 


_ The erstwhile Kishtwar state was usurped by Maharaja Gulab 
Singh, the Dogra ruler of Jammu, in the year 1821 A.D. and 
downgraded it to the status of a province under a Governor. In 
1875 A.D. Maharaja Ranbir Singh further down graded it to the 
Status of a district. Ultimately in 1909 A.D. Maharaja Partap 
Singh made it a tehsil of Udhampur district. Doda District, with 
its headquarter at Doda city, was carved out of Udhampur District 


1 
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. 1048 A.D. Thus the erstwhile state of Kashtwar was brought 
in 1¢ 7 sonie of a tehsil of Doda district in a phased manner, 
Splladas ae a Niabat (sub tehsil) of Ramban tehsil. Bhadarwah 
aiaie ies full-fledged tehsil including the areas of present Gundoh 
and “Thoth tehsils. The claim of Kishtwar to be the Seat of 
district administration was ignored. People of Kishtwar, especially 
those hailing from far off places like Marwa, Warwan, Dachhan, 
Chatru and Paddar, had to face great hardships and discomfort 
while going to and coming from district headquarter. They had to 
travel long distances on foot in absence of Motorable roads 
Nature, too, was averse to the prosperity of the people of Kishtwar. 
It has a land locked area and thus nestles in rain shadow. Monsoons 
hardly cross high mountains for a shower which made this area 
of Kishtwar drought prone area. Irrigation facilities were non- 
existent. Canals constructed at various places had been abandoned 
before completion thereby putting the state exchequer to great 


financial loss and with not even nominal outcome. Nobody bothered 
for the development of Kishtwar. 


Kishtwar has played a vital role j 
adjoining areas. It has bequeathed to th 
hundreds of years ago. There was 
state in India which had M 


n shaping the destiny of its 
€ posterity a secular outlook 


of § eror Aurangzeb in Srinagar 
Pa aadatyar Khan but he preferred to be called 
nstead of Muslim name of Khan. Mohd. Teg Singh 
MS namely Jaj Mal Singh, 
royal priest All the Muslim rulers Of Kishtwar 
fees S to Perform religious functions of the 
Sa Ae five time Prayers according to Muslim 
Stony Yatta performed by the Hindu Rajas 
“pped but “ncouraged. The tombs of Shah 
Hindu and Muslim ¢5 *Star-ud-Din attracted devotes from both 
were also common By nities, Some of the fairs and festivals 

| ““indamentalism and communalism had no 
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place in the society. Thus Kishtwar allowed a harmonious culture 
to flourish in its salubrious climate. This gave birth to a unified 
Kishtwari culture. The bonds of brotherhood were thus cemented. 
This is a peculiarity of Kishtwar. 


Antiquity of Kishtwar 


In Rajatarangini its author Kalhana has mentioned the name 
of Kishtwar as Kashtwat but only at a few places. He seems to 
be quite ignorant about the happenings in his neighbourhood. This 
place has found mention in Rig Ved, Mahabharat, and Milind- 
Panho though the name Kishtwar had not emerged till then. It 
was called Goverdhan Sar, Mahakaligarh, Lohit Mandal, Cheerhar, 
Pohi and finally Kishtwar. In Rig Ved Marud Vridha, the present 
Marwa river called Mariev Sudher and Asikini the Chenab or 
Chandrabhaga river have been mentioned. Lohit Mandal was the 
name given to this place in Mahabharat. The name Kajangal or 
Kanjangal, a village in Galigad area of Kishtwar, appears in Milind 
Panho. There is no mention of Rig Ved, having been compiled at 
Rishinivas now called Rikinwas in Warwan pargana of Kishtwar. 
In Kalhan’s Rajatarangini he has not written anything about the 
spread of Buddhism in Kishtwar or mentioned the name of Nagsen, 
the great Buddhist monk and seer, who wrote Milind panho, Such 
important facts have escaped the sharp eye of Kalhan is a matter 
of great astonishment. Kalhan wrote Rajatarangini in 1148-49 
A.D, but the name Kishtwar had emerged much earlier. He has 
given an account of the council of eight hill rulers who attended 
an assembly of hill Rajas convened by king Kalas who ruled 
Kashmir from 1063 to 1089 A.D. Oudat Dev, Raja of Kishtwar, 
has been mentioned as Uttam Raja or illustrious king of Kishtwar 
in Rajatarangini. No other event has been recorded in the 
Chronicle. All these events have taken the inhabitation in this land 
'o a distant past. The old remnants strewn all over Kishtwar has 


fought out the past from obscurity. It has provoided sufficient 
material to the researchers also. 


The erstwhile Kishtwar state was divided into nine Parganas 
OF cantons of Kishtwar proper, Nagseni, Paddar, Marwa, Warwan, 
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Dachhan, Kontwara, Saroor, Sarthal, Udil, Bawanjwah consisting 
of 156 revenue villages. All these have now been divided into 
four Tehsils of Marwa, Atholi Paddar, Chatru and Kishtwar 


Erstwhile Kishtwar State 


The erstwhile Kishtwar state was flourishing state. The kin 
of Kishtwar had its own army and a fort or Qila on a hillock near 
Kishtwar town which was manned by a garrison of 15 to 20 
soldiers. It was razed to the ground during the reign of Maharaja 
Partap Singh, the Dogra ruler, sometime in the year 1922 A.D. 
The only remains of the fort is a lonely historical throne of the 
Rajas of Kishtwar all made of stone measuring 152 x 130 cms 
and 15 cms thick on the top. It stands on four carved pillars of 
greenish colour with 42 cms in height. Kahan Pal constructed his 
palace on this mound which is called Qila. 


Geographical Features of Kishtwar 


Kishtwar is bounded on the north by Kashmir and Zanskar 
Valleys, on the south by Bhaderwah and Doda Tehsils, on the 
cast by Himachal Pradesh and on the west by Anantnag and 
Ramban districts. It is very mountainous district which lies between 
33°.10' and 33°.25' latitude and 75°.25’ and 76°.10' longitude. 
The erstwhile Kishtwar state was one of the largest states in 
Divigrit, the country of two hollows, wherefrom came Dugar and 
from that Dogra or Dugar Desh. The other ten states were 
Chamba, Jammu, Chenani, Samba, Basohli, Bhadu, Mankot, 
Bindralta, Jasrota and Bhaderwah. Upto 1821 AD. about 40 
Rajas ruled over Kishtwar state right from the time of first 
historical king of Kishtwar Raja Kahan Pal in about 10 C A.D. 
It was once called Lohit Mandal because of saffron cultivation 
and its production in the present Mandal area of Kishtwar. Lohit 
means saffron or Kesar 

Kishtwar district branch 
Warwan, Paddar and Chatru 
There is n 
the Kisht 


€s off in three valleys of Marwa 
with their terminal at Kishtwar town. 
0 other vehicular road link to these valleys except from 
War terminal. The Gateway to Dachhan is Ekhala and 


ud 
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Hanzal to Marwa Warwan Valley whereas Lidrari is Gateway to 
Paddar valley and Dadpath to Chatru Valley. Another Valley is 
Bawanjwah Valley which start from Dunadi some 6 Kms ahead 
of Thathri. Thus Kishtwar is a vast sprawling district branching 
out in three directions interspersed with high mountainous ranges. 
Mariev Sudher or Marwa river divides Marwa-Warwan-Dachan 
Valley with scattered population on both sides whereas Chatru 
Nala bisects Chingam-Chatru-Dadpath valley with population on 
both sides. Paddar valley parts into two valleys of Atholi - Machail 
Valley and Atholi — Sohal - Ishtihari valley with population on 
either side of Bhot Nala and Chandra Bhaga respectively. Atholi 
is the chief place of Paddar. It has the widest opening in the 
whole tract. It is on an alluvial plateau 6360 feet (1938.2 M) 
above sea level. Many other streams come tumbling down to 
Chandra Bhaga from very great heights. Warwan Valley is the 
most beautiful: Some of the.grandest scenery is met with on the 
route from Marwah to Warwan upto Margan pass as the river 
Marwa flows through the valley. Villages are spottéd on either 
side of the river. There is no mention of this valley in any ancient 
book except in Rig Ved. 


District Status Conferred on. Kishtwar 


Kishtwar approved for district status on July 6, 2006 by the 
State cabinet headed by Ghulam Nabi Azad, Hon’ble Chief 
Minister J&K State and son of the soil, started functioning from 
I" April, 2007 with Shahid Annayatulla, hailing from Bhaderwah, 
as its 1 Deputy Commissioner. Conferring of district status to 
Kishtwar had been widely hailed and lauded by the people of 

ishtwar for this great historic decision which hitherto did not 
tind favour at the hands of valley based Chief Ministers. Kishtwar 
district at present has an area of 7824 Sq. Kms. excluding some 
forest area. It is the largest district in Jammu and Kashmir 

lvisions which stands at No. 3 position after Leh and Kargil 

istricts of Ladakh Division having 45110 sq. Kms and 14036 sq. 

S as their areas respectively. The population of the district as 
Per 2001 census including Bawanjwah pargana was 1,92,009 which 
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may have gone up to 2,30,702 as per decadal growth rate of 
29.04%. Kishtwar District is one half of Kashmir Division having 
10 Districts and 35 Tehsils whereas it is one third of Jammu 
Division having 10 districts and 35 Tehsils. The nature has provided 
each tehsil headquarter with a peculiar position having one road 
link only to reach district headquarter Kishtwar. 


The district headquarter Kishtwar is situated at a plain place 
in the midst of rocky steep mountains on the left bank of Chandra 
Bhaga, Commonly known in Kishtwar. The plateau is about 8 
kilometres in length and 5 kilometres is breadth. It 1s surrounded 
by lofty mountains and a deep ravine through which the Chandra 
Bhaga rushes in all its furry. The gorge at Kishtwar is a remarkable 
physical feature. Kishtwar plateau is 5400 feet (1634 metres) 
above sea level. Adjacent to the town in a beautiful piece of land 
called Chowgan which measures. about 520 kanals. It has fine 
Chinar and popular trees around it. Deodar trees have been 
planted all around but are still in a developing stage. All this gives 
it a charming look. It is a health resort Where people get solace 
after day’s toil. Morning walkers enjoy their regular walk in this 
Erassy meadow in cool breeze. At a dis ance of about 4 kilometres 
on north western-side of the Chowgan there is a fine health 


‘Fesort called Barnoie. It provides relief to the patients and peace 
of mind to the visitors. 


River Chenab, Asikini of Vedic age or Chandra Bhaga of 
Kishtwaris, takes its rise from opposite side of Bara Lacha pass 
at a height of 5100 metres in Lahul Sipti of Himachal Pradesh. 
It flows through Padar, Kishtwar, Doda. Ramban, Gool Gulabgarh, 
: where it joins Jehlum and Sind 
rivers. From Bara Lacha to Akhnoor it traverses about 570 Kms. 
A mighty power potential “Dy| Hasti Hydro-Electric Power 
Project” has been constructed over this river. It was commissioned 
in March, 2007. Its main tributary is Mariev Sudher or Marwa 
river which takes its rise from Saga glacier near Bhot Kol at a 
height of 4421 metres above seq Jevel. It runs through Warwan, 
Marwa, Dachhan, Palmar til] it joins Chandra Bhagha at 
Bhandarkut. Bhot Kol is also called Lanwilla pass. From Chatru 


CE Scanned with OKEN Scanner 


ET RT SETTLE : 
er > 


Glimpses of Kishtwar History 7 


side a rivulet “Chatru Nala’ joins Marwa river at Dadpath. In 
Paddar Bhot Nala or rivulet from Machail side joins Chandra 
Bhaga at Gulabgarh Paddar. Thus Chandra Bhaga becomes a 
mighty river. It does not provide any irrigation facilities to the 
people of Kishtwar. Only timber is transported through this river. 


Beautiful Spots in Kishtwar 


Kishtwar district has some of the beautiful spots all over 
which add to its glory and richness. High up mountain tops, 
sloppy hills and at the bottom of precipices there are some of the 
finest meadows, plain spots and health resorts. Near Kishtwar 
town on the sloppy ridge Kalam Satar is a plain,spot amidst 
cluster of deodar trees wherein a spring of cold water gives 
lustre to it. At the bottom of Brahma peaks “Brahmsar’, a small 
lake of ice cold water and a grassy maidan of ‘Satarchin’ with 
Trisandhiya’, a timely water course, enroute to Panjdhara Dachhan, 
have turned out to be the tourist spots where people go on 
pilgrimage once in summer months every year. Bimalnag in Saroor 
pargana is a health resort at the bottom of a mountain top. A 
Temple, all in stones, and a pond in front of it, with a spacious 
plain spot surrounded by deodar and conifer trees, is a picturesque 
spot commanding a charming view overlooking Chandra Bhaga 
down below. A cascade near village Ghan in Sarthal pargana is 
another beauty spot where people find solace and peace of mind. 
Water flows down the ridge very slowly. The fall is not more than 
170 metres with one jump only. Likewise Devigol near Patnazi 
Village in Bawanjwah pargana has great fascination under the 
Cool breeze of shaddy deodar trees with fresh drinking water 
‘pring. It is situated on the top of a hill. 


Mountain Passes 


There are a number of mountain passes on the mountain 
‘anges which links Kishtwar district with other parts of Jammu 
Kashmir State. Synthan pass links Chingam with Daksum 
‘alley of Anantnag District at an elevation of\3784 metres whereas 
argan pass links Warwan Valley with Naubugh in Kashmir at 
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5} 2 “tres. Bhot Kol or Lanwilla pass, the route 
—— ee and pene at a height of 4421 cue sage 
pass in Chatru Valley is Singpur pass on cinta apnee 10 
metres high, which provides a route from cid hatte 2 
Kashmir, Marwa and Brang of Kashmur. va . _—. ; y 
Hukhsar pass which stands at an elevation of 4, ee M ove 
sea level. From Sambole side Pogal Paristan of Banihal Tehsil of 
Ramban District is linked by Nandmarg pass 4,110 metres above 
sea level. On Paddar side Umasi La or Bardhar pass links Machail 
of Paddar with Paddam of Zanskar at a height of 5340 metres 
above sea level. 


Hot springs 


Tatta Pani in Paddar Tehsil is a famous health resort which 
abounds in hot springs. The main source of hot spring at Tatta 
Pani is a pond wherein boiling hot water gushes out. It is very hot 
in the pond where it is difficult for a person to touch it. There are 

_ other hot springs as well at Tatta Pani which range from very hot 
to luke warm water. In Marwa tehsil of Kishtwar district hot 
spring is located near village Renai or Anjar. It is situated at a 
splendid place where people go from all over for a hot bath. 
Another hot spring is located on the right bank of Chandra Bhaga 
opposite of Padyarna. These hot springs have some peculiarities. 
People having rheumatic pains get relief by taking bath in the hot 


springs for some days, People have to travel long distances by 
vehicles or on foot for these places. Ye 


Flora and Fauna 


- rang IS very mountainous and Sparsely populated district. 
'S T1Ch In forest products. The total area covered ‘under forests 


Is 2.44 lac hectares. The richest forests of deodar, conifer, oak, 


chir and pine are found on the h; . atat 
Birch is found on hee ee mountains and hills of Kishtw 


forests. The most valuable 


forest products are costus root (kuth), hemp plant (bhang), artemisia 


ETT GUIDE — | 
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(seski), cumin seeds (zeera), mushroom (guchhi), musk (kastori), 
kakersinghe, patish, incense (dhoop), pine seed (chilgoza) e.t.c. 
Besides, these thick forests are infested with ferocious and wild - 
animals such as lion, leopard, wolf, stag, deer, forest goat, jackal, 
monkey, musk deer, hedgehog, chamois, porcupine, ibex etc. 
Kishtwar played the role of a hunting ground where even foreign 
hunters wandered in these forests in search of beasts for their 
skin, meat and fur. The number of these animals has decreased 
enormously. However, ram chakoor, grouse, neel, ham, rangrawal 
and cock still abound in these forests. 


Mineral Deposits in Kishtwar 


In Kishtwar Sapphire mines of Suncham Paddar, lead mines 
of chichha Nagseni, bitumen or shilajit in steep rocks of Kishtwar 
are famous all over the country. Sapphire is the costliest and 
finest quality of blue brilliant stone found in the world market. 
The Sapphire mines were discovered by chance in 1881 A.D. 
during the rule of Maharaja Ranbir Singh, the Dogra ruler of 
J&K state. Lead is used for preparing antimony powder and 
protects the eyes from many troubles if used regularly. Shilajit 
has great medicinal properties. It is given to patients having pain 
in any part of body due to fall or tumbling down the stairs. A very 
small quantity, about the size of a lentil seed, mixed in milk is 
given to the patient for quick relief. 
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The Rulers of Kishtwar 


The erstwhile Kishtwar state came into existence after great 
d consolidation of power over it. There was no central | 
could give a brave fight to the invaders. Kishtwar 

d Thakurs 1 ancient times 


local Rajas, Ranas an 
f Raja Kahan Pal of Gour Bengal on the 


struggle an 
authority who 
was ruled by 
before the advent 0 


scene. 
He established his rule over Kishtwar plateau sometime in 
He himself was the descendant of 


the later half of 10 C.A.D. 
Pala rulers of Gour Bengal, now called Murshidabad in Bangladesh, 
who had been brought to Ujjain by Pratihara king of Avanti after 


inflicting a crushing defeat on the Palas. 


First Historical King of Kishtwar 


It was from Ujjain that Kahan Pal, with a band of his followers, 
marched towards the middle Himalayan ranges to try his luck 
somewhere. It was a coincidence that he was guided to attack 
the Panjsansis on the day of ‘kakul’ in the month of February 
(Phalguna) when,as usual, they had assembled at Hudri spring 
for an early bath. They were pounced upon, unaware of the 
ean and were put to sword, one by one, till they we 
— ‘ely — Otherwise Panjsansis used to live alway" 
Tund villag | arms. Thus Kahan Pal established his le ® 
Lene ba S from he subdued all the adjoining Rajwa 
teers ar plateau previously ruled by Ganwais and Roto® 
an was ruled by some chiefs who were defeated ont 
Ki . Thus Kahan Pal became the first historical 19 ° 

shtwar plateau. 


10 


ud 
Ce Scanned with OKEN Scanner 


Glimpses of Kishtwar History YW 


He ruled for a long time and invaded the adjoining Rajwaras 
of Kontwara, Thakarie, Udil etc. and subdued them. He built his 
palace on the hillock now called Qila. The adjoining area was 
named Kahan paczie (Bhiti) after his name. 


Kahan Pal’s Successors 


Kahan Pal was succeeded by his son Gandharb Sen. His 
another son Madan Sen founded Matta village. Third son of 
Kahan Pal was Deep Sen who marched towards Dachhan and 
Marwa and ruled over it. His successors ruled over this principality 
till Zorawar Singh, the Governor of Kishtwar, conquered it in 
1833-34 during his first expedition of Ladakh and annexed it to 
Kishtwar. 


Successor of Gandarb sen was Maha Sen who was succeeded 
by his eldest son Chander Sen who invaded Chamba and defeated 
its Raja. He, however, did not establish his rule there but returned 
with a large booty. He was succeeded by his brother Narinder 
Sen and then by Ram Sen, Kam Sen, Madan Sen and Braham 
Sen who was a poet and Sanskrit scholar. 


Raja Oudat Dev 


Braham Sen was succeeded by his son Oudat Dev whom 
Kalhana calls Uttam Raja or illustrious king of Kishtwar in 
Rajatarangini. In 1087-88 AD he attended the “Assembly of Eight 
Hill Rajas” at Srinagar convened by king Kalsa of Kashmir. The 
other hill rajas who attended the meeting were the rulers of Baba 
Pura (Babore), Lohara (West Kashmir), Champa (Chamba), 
Vallapura (Billawar), Rajapuri (Rajouri), Urusha (Ur), Kanda 
(Kangra) and Kashtvata (Kishtwar).Some were relatives of Kalsa 
and some his tributaries but some others including the ruler of. 
Kishtwar were his friends. 


Oudat Dev was succeeded by his son Patia Dev oF Prathvi 
Dev and then by Kanka Dev or Ganga Dev who extended his 
empire by defeating the local chiefs of Cheergi, Pullar and other 
areas of Nagseni ‘excepting Chhicha and Sazar. Then came 
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: Dev or Sagar Dev, Raghu Dev, Anand Dev, 
CV sl 


. ingh ; 
Gaur Dev, Sing g Dev in succession. 


Autar Dev and Bha 


Role of RO ded by his son Rai Dev whose 

Bhag Dev was annernee Paddar and established his 
wazir ah - se al area of Paddar. He proved to be 
master’s om a poe and Ganwais earlier rulers of Kishtwar 
Sagan against the Raja who found his safety in escaping 
to the nearby hill now called Kongan Branu. He, however, 
recaptured the throne of his ancestors by adopting the same 
tactics as was adopted by his ancestor Kahan Pal. On the day 
of ‘Kakul’ when some people had assembled at Hudri spring for 
a scared bath & worship Rai Dev attacked them and defeated 
them. Thus the power of Rotars and Ganwais was completely 


crushed. Kungan Branu became ‘Rai Devtun Van’ or Jungle of 
Rai Dey. | 


Rule of Raja Agar Dev 


Rai Dev was succeeded by 
Agar Dev who attacked the 


gave this pargana to his b 
during the reign of Agar D 


his son Goar Dev and then by 
Rana of Sarthal and Subdued it . He 
rother Sunder Raj as a 
ev that 


Successors of Agar Dey 


hace _ sees to the throne Ww 
ac as 
local rebels, He weno back under his rule by defeating the 
Conquered Chichha eines by his son Sangram Singh who 
Brahman of Terrer morgen During his rule Sangram Bhat a 
Sanskrit gc] 2 Of Nagseni 
Direal Scholar of the time, eb cq owned astrologer and 
Wal power who had becom etre ete the demon awe 


© terror for the people passing 


Lachhman Dev. He 
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through the Chowgan which was then a jungle of deodar trees. 
. oO 
Sangram Bhat was rewarded by bestowing upon him a jagir 
which was named Sangrambhata after his name. 


Conquest of Siraj, Pogal and Kanthi 


Sangram Singh was succeeded by his son Jagat Singh. He 
deputed his brother Suraj Singh for the conquest of Siraz area 
which got its name as ‘Suraj’ after the name of Suraj Singh. Then 
he proceeded towards Pogal and Kanthi ruled by petty chieftains. 
It took him about one year before annexing these areas to his 
brother’s empire. Raja Jagat Singh abdicated the throne in favour 
of his son Bhag Singh. 


Bhag Singh marched against Doda and Kashtigarh and 
conquered them and annexed them to his empire. He founded 
village Bhagwa in the area.He was succeeded by his son Sangar 
Singh and then by Magan Singh and Dulu Singh. Devi Singh, 
brother of Dulu Singh, was given Shristhal (Sarthal) as Jagir 
whose successors are now called ‘Mians’ of Sarthal. Dulu Singh 
was succeeded by Feroz Singh and then by Narain Singh.. 


Revolt in Siraz Pargana Suppressed 


Narain Singh had to face rebellions in Siraz and Malwana. 
He personally proceeded against them and crushed the rebels 
with an iron hand. He gave Barshala village as Jagir to the 
Brahmans of that place. It was in Malwana that people presented 
golden orange called ‘kim’ in the local dialect, on the day of a 
thar (Festival) to the king. It is called ‘Kimulu’ in Kishtwari. 
Eversince that time it has become a custom to present ‘Kimulu’ 
'o the elders by family women on an auspicious day. 


Rule of Salhan Singh 


f Salhan Singh succeeded his father Narian Singh.He brought 
© whole of Saroor pargana under his domination by defeating 
€ local Rana. He founded a village Salana after his name in the 

Pargana. He also married a Koli girl who gave birth to two sons 

~Rai Bhan and Suraj Bhan. 
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550 AD 
ne of his father in about 1525 A.D. 
His rule has been recorded from 

ae tirst of all he led an expedition 
1525-1550 yee hs epee vit cella Ghatrnatis 
ene rs eae and annexed this area to his empire. In the 
vear 1547 A.D. Mirza Haider Dughlat, cousin of Mughal emperor 
Babar, invaded Kishtwar from the side of Singpur pass. Rai Singh 
deputed his Wazir Narian Padiar with a strong force against the 
invader. A fierce battle took place near Mughal Maidan.The enemy 
was defeated and crushed. Many commanders and soldiers of 
the Mughal army were killed and buried at a place named 
afterwards as Mughal Mazar (grave yard of Mughals). 


Raja Rai Singh 1525-1 
Rai Bhan ascended the thro 
with the tittle of Rat Singh. 


Assassination of Bijay Singh 


Byjay or Vijay Singh succeeded his father Rai Singh and 
tuled over Kishtwar from 1550 to 1570 A.D. During his rule a 
rebellion broke out in Siraz pargana. It took th 
days to crush all the rebels. 


courtiers : n , 
lets Of the Raia of Ganwais, After two years the 


tnt 
ae about Bhadur Singh’s escape. He 
M about 1570 AD. 


d of Abdul x He despatched his armies 
dul Khan, Ali Khan and Naur0Z 
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Chak from Synthan side. He himself came down from the side 
of Marbal pass. This sudden attack could not be resisted strongly 
by Bhadur Singh’s forces. He offered his submission and 
acknowledged Ali Shah as his suzerain. He also gave his foster 
sister Shankar Dei in marriage to Yaqual Shah Chak, grand son 
of Ali Shah, and agreed to pay annual tribute. Bhadur Singh, 
however, stopped the annual tribute after one year. This became 
the cause of Ali Shah Chak’s second invasion of Kishtwar in 
1574 A.D. This time also the Raja submitted and agreed to pay 
tribute.He presented the wife of one of his relations to Ali Shah 
who married her and gave her the little of Fateh Khatoon. 


In 1582 A.D. Yusuf Shah son of Ali Shah despatched a force 
to Chastise some Kashmiri nobles who had taken shelter in 
Kishtwar. This attack was beaten back. Then Yusuf Shah himself 
proceeded against the rebels and defeated them. In 1586 A.D. 
Mughal emperor Akbar’s general Raja Bhagwan Dass invaded 
Kashmir and took Yusuf Shah as a prisoner. His son Yuqub Shah 
ascended the throne of Kashmir. In the same year Akbar again 
sent an army under Qasim Khan for the conquest of Kashmir. 
Yauqub Shah fled away to Kishtwar. After some time he invaded 
Kashmir but was defeated. In 1587 A.D. Yaqub Shah again 
invaded Kashmir and Qasim Khan, the Governor of Kashmir, 
was defeated. He resigned and was replaced by Mirza Yusuf 
Khan Rizvi who defeated Yaqub Shah and forced him to flee to 
Kishtwar. In 1589 Yaqub Shah went to Kashmir to pay his personal 
homage to the Mughal emperor during his visit to the valley. 

cre he was taken prisoner and sent to Rohtas (Bihar) under 
the custody of Raja Man Singh where his father Yusuf Shah had 
already been given a mansab (rank). A small Jagir at Behira 
Api: was granted to Yaqub Shah for his maintenance. However, 
died there in 1593 A.D. His wife Shanker Dei was left at 
brie She did some works of social welfare in the name of 
ie A water course from Lahali to Drangwaji Kishtwar, 
* “t water course from Kaninag and Godrashnag to Zewar 


; € : - P 
; te Constructed through her own resources for which she 1s still 
“membered. 


CE Scanned with OKEN Scanner 


Glimpses of Kishtwar History 


16 


Mughal Attack Repulsed 
e 


Bhadur Singh was succe 05 A.D. Mirza Ali Akbar, Mughal! 


7 wngh in 16 
the title of Bhup Singh.” vichtwar in 1606 A.D. to chase 


Kashmir, invade Naar 
ee urns had taken refuge 10 Kishtwar. A fierce battle 


fought near Chatru. Mughal forces were severely beaten 
was 


back. 


ded by his son Partap Singh with 


a Gour Singh 1618-1629 A.D. 


Gour Singh succeeded his father. The Chak rebels of Kashmir, 
Aiba Chak and Gour Chak, were still at large in Kishtwar and 
were a great source of trouble for Kashmir rulers. 


Rule of Raj 


Dilawar Khan’s Invasion of Kishtwar: 


During the visit of Mughal emperor Jehangir to Kashmurr, 
Dilawar Khan, the Governor of the Kashmir,was ordered by the 
emperor to invade Kishtwar and arrest its Raja. Accordingly 
Dilawar Khan with a force of 10,000 strong reached Bhandarkut 
and encamped at Brinji Bag about 1km towards Kuriya bridge 
because the jullah over river Chandra Bhaga had been cut off. The 
army had to encamp there for 4 months and ten days when 

| Dilawar Khan's son Jalal, with the help of a zimindar,constructed 
toae ie the dead of night down below Bhandarkut. With 
ae eae soldiers Jalal Khan crossed the river safely and 
ap Al ai es on the Raja. A fierce battle was fought 
and defeated hi oa me Raja, now called Ukala near Sarkut 
Gael; The Raja was arrested d t 
walior fort. His two sons Jagat Si er iene en 
away for safety. Nasar Ullah i at Singh and Bhagwan Singh fled 
rab, one of the commanders, was 


appointed as Administr 
ator ; te eo 
there was upheaval drug Kishtwar. During his administratio” 


Arab was killed. Th 
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Second Mughal Invasion 

In 1622 A.D. Iradat Khan came down to Kishtwar with a 
strong force. One women, wife of some general who had been 
killed, known as Mughlani Begam, accompanied the forces to 
avenge the murder of her husband. The Mughal army had a 
sudden attack on the Kishtwar forces. They were defeated and 
uprising quelled. Iradat Khan returned to Kashmir after allowing 
Muglani Begum to rule over Kishtwar. She encamped near forest 
quarter Sangrambhata thereafter called Garhbagh. She started a 
reign of terror during her 3 month’s rule. Thus she avenged the 
murder of her husband and returned to Kashmir. 


Release of Raja Gour Singh 


Gour singh was released from Gawalior fort after more than 
one year imprisonment. Kishtwar was bestowed on him, with a 
horse and a dresss of honour, with the title of Raja. He agreed 
to pay tribute and sent his son Bhagwan Singh as a hostage to 
Mughal court. His eldest son Jagat Singh was declared heir 
apparent to the throne. Jagat Singh constructed a huge building 
at Bhandarkut which had turned up as the most strategic place. 


Rule of Jagat Singh 1629-35 A.D. 


| He ascended the throne of Kishtwar in 1629 A.D. Bhagwan 
Singh, hostage in Mughal court, attracted the notice of emperor 
Shah Jehan during his Deccan expedition. 


Invasion of Bhupat Pal of Basohli 


| a Soon after his accession to the throne Jagat Singh led an 
sila against the ruler of Bhaderwah.Finding an opportunity 
Panes Pal, Raja of Basohli, dispatched a strong force under the 
ight nd of his Wazir Kantak Balloria and himself appeared in 
ca He entered Kishtwar and occupied it without much 
the thro, Jagat Singh hastily returned to Kishtwar to reoccupy 
antak ne but was defeated and killed in the battlefield. Wazir 
Was appointed administrator of Kishtwar. Bhupat Pal 
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f Nilkanth Mahadev from its temple 


took away the holy lingam ie to Basohli. He also married the 


neat Drangwajl and returne 
incess of Kishtwar. . 
CT hee h of his elder brother Jagat Singh 
On hearing the valiant death o ; 
G sd Shah Jehan for help. The emperor 
Bhagwan Singh approachec 

. hmir to help Bhagwan Singh for 

ordered the Governor of Kashmi eZ ai 
reoccupying his ancestral throne. Jewan Sen Kapoor an an 
Sen Kapoor, two brothers, were sent as Wazirs for the help of 
Bhagwan Singh and Title of ‘Khoja’ was conferred on them . In 
1636 A.D. Bhagwan Singh was able to reoccupy the throne after 
defeating Wazir Kantak in the Chowgan. Wazir was beheaded. 


People of Kishtwar were so happy that they played football by 
using his head. : 


Rule of Bhagwan Singh 1635-50 A.D. 


Bhagwan Singh sat on the throne of Kishtwar with the title 
of Raja. Mughal army was sent back to Kashmir with presents 
and Khilats. He ordered to commemorate Kantak Yatra in the 

_ victory over Wazir Kantak. He was 
. demon by Sangram oe as ore oe ar aaa 
ortnight of Bhadoo, a and 5° days of dark 


al areas 
a? ne and 
Kain’ or Kishtwa POSt just above B conquered them 


tare r stone ey © Banihal town called ‘Kishtwa! 

oe to Kishtwar ti "to this time. All these areas were 

ishtwar”, Ingdom anq it became “Greater 
me re 


4 Jahan 
ay Sin 
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F Mughal court with the title of Islam Yar Khan. His another brother 
| ae Singh was called to the Mughal court. Hafiz Giasuddin 
ween of the Raja in the Mughal court. Raja was summoned 
royal court, perhaps on the insistence of Abhey Singh. The 
Raja sent his son Jai Singh to the Mughal court with Hafiz Abdul 
Qasim. The emperor, there upon, pardoned the Raja and allowed 
prince Jai Singh to return to Kishtwar, Hafiz Giasuddin was 
released from prison and allowed to perform the duties of Raja’s 
Vakil as usual. 


During Maha Singh’s rule Muslims from Kashmir were 
allowed to settle in Kishtwar probably under an agreement with 
Jai Singh. Accordingly Mulla Bhadur and Mulla Hussain sons of 
Mulla Mahmud Kashmiri, were ordered by the emperor to go to 
Kishtwar. They constructed a mosque ‘Masjid Khawaja Garib’ in 
Kishtwar town. A jagir and twelve annas (75 paisa) per day in 
cash were granted to them for their maintenance. This was for 
the first time that any Mohammadan settled in Kishtwar state. 
There was peace and prosperity in Kishtwar during Maha Singh’s 
rule. He was just and generous ruler. Muslims from Kashmir 
Started coming to this place. The Raja was both a Sanskrit and 
Persian scholar. He was also a versatile poet in Persian. He 
abdicated his throne in favour of his eldest son Jai Singh. 


Last Hindu Raja of Kishtwar 1656-1664 A.D. 


The throne of Kishtwar was not a bed of roses. Jai Singh 
advised his eldest son Kirat Singh to appoint his younger brother 
Singh as Prime Minister and his third son Sardar Singh as 

a mander of his forces. The Muslim population was on an 
. ete in Kishtwar town. On the advice of his courtiers he 
, ip Muslim travellers to stay in the town for more than 
me he Raja had to send his brother Ram Singh to Mughal 
il will » a hostage. His next brother Sardar Singh conceived an 
in Bainst the Raja. He stealthily left Kishtwar via Kashmir 
out : brother in Mughal court. He complained to the emperor 
oi al Singh S treatment with Muslims. The Raja learnt all this 
8h his Vakil in the Mughal court and sent his son Kirat Singh 
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it his father’s case before the emperor. Kira 


~riirt resel 
to the court to p nge the policy and was pardoned. 


singh agreed to cha ° ; 

ee ino Jai Singh’s rule Shah Farid-ud-Din Sadr, popularly 
ee cial Sahib, came to Kishtwar. The Raja came under 

ye naan and started a policy of reconciliation towards the 

vs I " 

Muslims in Kishtwar. 


Kirat Singh — First Muslim Raja of Kishtwar 1664-1728 A.D. 


Jai Singh abdicated the throne in favour of his eldest Son 
Kirat Singh in 1664 A.D. His uncle Ram Singh was appointed as 
his Prime Minister under orders of Mughal Court. Mughal emperor 
Aurangzeb visited Kashmir for the first and last time in 1664 
A.D. Karat Singh was sent there by his father Jai Singh to 
the welcome ceremony organized in honour 0 
was, however, imprisoned there on the instigat 
On the recommendation of Hafiz Abul Qasim, son of his Vakil 
Giasuddin, who had settled in Kishtwar, Kirat Singh was released 
under an agreement made on 25th Shawal 1075 Hijri corresponding 


to 1664 or 1665 A.D. between the emperor and Kirat Singh .He 
Was also converted to Islam, 


attend 
f the emperor, He 
ion of Ram Singh. 


Uprising in Kishtwar 


and plunder throughou! 
Only those people wert 
© of Shah Farid-ud-Din, Kiral 
Prevailed upon the pcople (0 
and hormony were restored 
to sce his converted son an 


rea of Kishtwar. 
- In the hous 
inagar and 


y rted with hj : auth many of the servants of the a 
: of Khan The Raja, however, kept his old title 0 

name and the duti confer red on him. He algo used his Hind! 
les of Purohit (Priest) were also allowed © 
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continue as before. There was peace, prosperity and communal 
harmony 10 the state. In the year 1717 A.D. he sent his sister 
Bhup Dei alongwith his younger brother Mian Mohd Khan to 
Mughal court where she was taken as a consort by the Mughal 
emperor Farrukhsiyar (1713-19) and allowed to enter the royal 


harem. 


Mahatma Tulsi Gir, a devotee of Lord Shiva and decendant 
of Goswami family of Sarkut had inclination towards achieving 
religious exaltation from his childhood. He played a vital role in 
awakening the masses against Mughal domination. He sat down 
‘n Smadhi (meditation) at Sarkut and was later on buried there. 
A temple has been constructed over his Smadhi. 


Assassination of Kirat Singh 

Krishna Padiar of Kishtwar town, alongwith his supporters 
and followers, revolted against the Raja due to growing influence 
of Muslims in the court. On finding an opportunity he was 
assassinated in Gulab Bagh where the Raja was relaxing. Kirshna 
Padiar occupied the throne and ruled for some time. He was 
killed in the battle which took place with the help of Governor of 
Kashmir. Amlok Singh, son and successor of Kirat Singh, was 
crowned as king of Kishtwar state. He ruled Kishtwar from 1728 
to 1771 A.D. He laid out a garden named Raj Bagh and 
constructed a big pond in its midst. . 


Successor of Amlok Singh 


Mehar Singh, the eldest surviving son, ascended the throne of 
Amlok Singh. His two brothers, Sujan Singh and Dalil Singh, 
hatched conspiracies against the Raja. They ran away to Jammu 
a Chamba respectively. Mehar Singh had vested all powers to 
ea Vilasmaji who could not give good administration to the 

’ ntry. She had no male issue and, as such, she exchanged her 
Ughter secretly with the son of a potter born on the same day 
- = of Basohli learnt about the prevailing condition of Kishtwar. 
x nvaded the state but Raja, instead of giving a fight, fled away 
and ashmir, Kishtwar went into the hands of Basohli administration 
| femained under her for some ‘time. 
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aja of Chamba 
| - Halil Sing 
Mchar Singh's la - eatigated the Raja who led ap 
} ' Singh of Chamba. se ‘on The army of Basohj 
a ona apie the Basohlt A enn tain. of Cheat. Withou 
dial aviey on hearing the advance of Kaje 


; f Chamba forc 
any resistance Kishtwar fell into the bands oO es 


| . Meanwhi 
who camped in the Chowgan for about six months hile, 


Mehar Singh got the support of Durranl cages omen 
who sent a strong army to reoccupy his throne. His rower Sujan 
Singh came from Jammu with 500 soldiers and joined his brother 
The combined forces of Mehar Singh and Sujan.Singh defeated 
Chamba forces and reoccupied the throne. Mehar Singh became 
the Raja. He died of a disease and Sujan Singh occupied the 
throne with the help of Maharaja Ranjit Dev of Jammu. 


Fall of Banihal (Banshala) 


invasion of R h had taken refuge unde; 


Was, however, taken 
Where he had enca 


one ack. The Raja 
me d died at Kandi 
R 
ule of Anayatullah Singh 1782-1784 
| ; A.D 
- | Singh ) 
prisoner in Bane os > SON and SUCcessor of Sujan Singh 
to t Vi Sing th ° had been impri Saal 
" the throne He "ch ed gs homies, ieee 


Nephew of . ', Was 0 into tasmaji, succeeded 
b a! Sin liver Che jit 
the throne Pate Wh 8) and so of oad by:A\ 


* ‘ PCOnle + © Was Croce: uman Singh, from 
&Cneral | a} Dav u d againgt hi Ssing It. Ajit Singh occupied 
bata Stor ' | 
Strator of y: Line Kish _ = dispatched - 
FOSE agaings ih 'SPOnsible "4 TUled over, & WAS appointe 
Sainst him, ey " Miserable ‘a {Or about 2 years. 

a -3 ; 

“jit Dey died i? 
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1782 AD. A few brave and undaunted zamindars of Siraz and 


Kanthi went to Bhau fort in disguise and succeeded in bringing 
Anayatullah Singh out of the prison and returned to Siraz. Lal 
Dev was forced out of the state. Anayatullah Singh was declared 
Raja of Kishtwar and crowned at Siraz. Anayatullah Singh marched 
against Paddar and returned to Kishtwar with a large booty. In 
1783 A.D. Azad Khan, the Governor of Kashmir, enquired about 
the health of Raja of Kishtwar. On hearing about it the Raja 
presented himself personally with his trusted men in the court of 
the Governor and tendered his submission. Molvi Hafizullah, great 
grand-son of Hafiz Giasuddin, the Vakil in. Mughal court, was 
appointed Vakil in Azad Khan’s court on behalf of the Raja. Nur- 
sters of the Raja, hatched a conspiracy 
against his Raja. Through Gulab Singh son of Gurnam Singh,the 
cousin of the Raja, some intoxicating drugs were administered to 
the Raja till he came under its influence. He was taken to Sarkut 
pond for a stroll at night where Nuruddin killed him. 


ud-Din one of the mini 


Gulab Singh Becomes Raja 
e throne of Kishtwar under the 


Gulab Singh usurped th 
or Nuruddin was appointed 


prevailing situation. The chief conspirat 
as a minister. However, people rose against him in revolt and 
killed the conpirators, one by one, including Gulab Singh and 
Nuruddin, Teg Singh, the infant son of Anayatullah Singh , was 


seated on the throne of Kishtwar. 
Last Independent Ruler of Kishtwar 1784-1821 A.D. 
The infant Raja Mohd Teg Singh sat on the throne of Kishtwar 
at the age of two with the title of Saifullah Khan. 
Regency of Anwar Dei 1784-96 A.D. 


ea Dei, sister of Anayatullah Singh and widow of Yusuf 
Singh oo his regent. She ruled Kishtwar on behalf of Teg 
Tisen see ae 12 years. Nand Ram, a Kashmiri Pandit, who had 
man € post of Bakhshi or pay master of the forces, was a 

of capability and organizing capacity. He helped Anwar Del 
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he people of Kishtwar. Thakurs 


him. They propagated againgt 
Regency. They approached Governor of 
an army under the ee his 
seneral Khudadoost. Before his reaching Kishtwar and Ram 
ee aiele Dei Teg, Singh and his family fled hp gia 
to Bhaderwah at the dead of night. Anwar Sing e attan 
Singh, son of Gulab Singh, who had occupied the throne of 
Kishtwar for 40 days only, occupied the throne without any 
difficulty. The force of Khudadoost was rewarded and sent back 


to Kashmir, 


ood administration to t 


in giving, P , 
In giving B t happy with 


of Kishtwar were no 
Nand Ram and the 
Kashmir for help who sent 


One Year Rule of Anwar Singh and Rattan Singh 


Anwar Singh and Rattan Singh ruled over the Kingdom for 
one year, They divided the state into two : Siraz, Kanthi, Pogal, 
Banihal, Ramban and Dang Battal were given to Anwar Singh 
with headquarter at Doda and the rest of Kishtwar state, the 
present Kishtwar district, was retained by Rattan Singh with 
headquarter at Kishtwar, People were not happy with them and 
turned against: them, 


Nand Ram's Diplomacy 


Nand Ri ‘ hala ae 

ae ‘a re ; ith the help of Bhaderwah army, marched against 
uhleunane i » led away to Kishtwar, Doda was reoccupicd 
a tin ‘cine and bloodshed, People supported hit 
seeeeaarta \ ng a Anwar Singh were prevailed upon by 

Ay ; ‘ ( reach ohalla {iy . di co ' _) : , 8 
Jen af Tine. HA TOP division of empire. Mirea Mirullal 
Beg of Udianput (Doda) put both tt > br jane eae nae 
as they had been served With an © brothers to sword at nig 
s ‘ ; y\ . ‘ \ ty \ Wye N % i mys Sey) 
entered Kishtwar triumphanthy ; | HONICAatiNg syrup. Teg Sint 

Y and sat on the throne. 


? ‘ 
Pathan Invasion Repulsed 


Pathan army otk 
Bran village Nand R 
Youth of Jahany 
to the R 


ashmir inv a 
am and Tey Si Shtwar and reached 18 


a (Rawany) tribe \eh fled towards Pogal Paris” 
he , > ONXTE CRN eo 7 i 
aid under their leader ‘sg their help and supp” 

At Santoo, They took ie 
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than forces by surprise and forced them to flee. They were 
ae by the force and many of them were either killed or 
C snto river Chenab. Teg Singh reoccupied the throne. 


drowned 
death of Nand Ram in 1795 A.D. the rule of regency 


With the 
ended. 
Rule of Mohd Teg Singh 1796-1821 AD 


Now the Raja was about 15 years of age.He sat on the gaddi 
and ruled the state independently. He appointed Jattu Gauria, a 
Brahman of Sangrambhata, as his Prime Minister who gave good 
administration to the state. He also consitituted a council of 
ministers for his help. Mohd Teg Singh dispatched a strong army 
under the command of Mirza Shah assisted by Wazir Lakhpat 
and Wazir Rattanu for the conquest of Bhaderwah.The forces of 
Raja Daya Pal of Bhaderwah were defeated. The town was 
plundered and fort set on fire.The army returned with a large 
booty. Wazir Lakhpat was given Bawanjwah as jagir for this 
victory over Bhaderwah. During the rule of Teg Singh Sardar 
Jalu Rai of Dang Battal revolted.An army under the command of 
Mirza Mirullah Beg was dispatched against him who played a 
trick on Jalu Rai and murdered him. Peace was restored. 


Shah Shuja in Kishtwar 1815-16 A.D. 


Shah Shuja, the emperor of Kabul (1803-1811) was driven 
out of his Kingdom. During his exile he spent his time in Hariparbat 
Prison for some time and then he took refuge under Maharaja 
Ranjit Singh of Panjab (1797-1839) and was forced to surrender 
i most precious Koh-i-nur to the Maharaja. In 1815 A.D. he 

| pss and reached Kishtwar where he spent about one and 
nee year. He was a great Persian poet and scholar.So he had 
sour fis In the company of Teg Singh who was also a Persian 
ae repute. From Kishtwar he tried to usurp the throne of 
stings whee the help of the Raja of Kishtwar and marched 
to Kish s Governor but was defeated and compelled to retreat 
war, Ultimately he secretly marched through Marwa 


arw tare 
L816 a reached Ludhiana to meet his family in September 


ETT GUIDE - 3 
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Top, Singh ruled his state for about 37 years including regency 
CH 5 . ; f ; 
period. He ruled his country very well but his al Sie changed 
towards the end of his rule. A conspiracy was h red Y some 
of his councillors against his Prime Minister Wazir Lakhpat.They 


influenced the Raja who engaged a Pathan for murdering him 


However, Lakhpat was saved but injured Je ran away to 
Bhaderwah where he got Sarolbag as a Jagir from the Raja of 
Chamba. From there he went to Jammu and joined the service 
of Raja Gulab Singh. There he became one of his trusted men. 


Kishtwar under Dogra Rule 


Gulab Singh, Dogra Raja of Jammu, personally led an expedition 
for the conquest of Kishtwar. He crossed river Chenab near 
Khalani by a Kharoli (Jullah bridge) and entered Doda, the winter 
capital of Kishtwar Raja. On hearing about it Mohd Teg Singh 
proceeded to Doda and tendered his submission. He met Gulab 
Singh but did not agree ‘to keep his kingdom and pay annual 
tribute. He was, thereupon,sent as a prisoner to Lahore where he 
commutted suicide by cutting his veins .Thus Gulab Singh conquered 
Kashtwar without shedding a drop of blood. Chain Singh was 
appointed as administrator followed by Mehta Basti Ram and 


then Zorawar Singh Kalhoria was appointed as Governor of 
Kishtwar in 1823 A.D. | 


Annexation of Marwa in 1834 A.D 


| Marwa was annexed to Kishtwar 
his first expedition of Ladakh 
by the successors of Raja De 
first historical king of Kishtw 
aS Mukhta Raja was then 


y Zorawar Singh during 
m 1834 A.D. Till then it was ruled 
ep Sen, son of Raja Kahan Pal the 
ar. Mukhta Malik, commonly know? 
chief of Marwa wardwan. 
Annexation of Paddar 1836 A.D 
Padd a 
Raja of toed ae by Ranas from the earlist tim®: 
€ 
17th century Chatter Singh the paddar upto Atholi only. In th 


conqucred it and the local Ran 
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zorowat Singh’s 2°¢ expedition to Ladakh in May, 1836 he 
ersonally invaded Chattargarh and defeated the forces of Rattanu 
palsar (Chief of Padder) who ran away to Chamba and 
subsquently joined the service of Raja of Jammu. 


Fourth Invasion of Ladakh 1839 A.D. 


Zorawar Singh led the fourth invasion on Ladakh through 
Paddar in May, 1839. Colonel Basti Ram was rewarded for 
defeating Baltis in February, 1940 near Wanko pass. Rasul Beg, 
Bhagwan Singh Kashtwaria and Mian Autar Singh Kashtwaria, 
the commanders of Dogra forces,showed their valour. In May 
1841 Zorawar Singh marched into west Tibet. Mian Autar Singh 
was killed at Kardam. About 500 force under the command of 
colonel Basti Ram, Ladakhis and Baltis under general. Ghulam 
Khan entered Tibet alongwith Zorawar Singh at Tashigong. Colonel 
Basti Ram was besieged at Taklakot. Zorawar Singh, however, 
was killed on Dec. 12, 1841 by a Tibetan soldier in the battle of 
Do-Yo. Thus perished the gallant General who had served his 
master, Raja Gulab Singh, faithfully and devotedly. 


Uprising in Siraz Pargana 1845 A.D. 


Bikram, the Zamindar of Kastigarh, revolted against the rule 
of Raja Gulag Singh in 1845 A.D. for his treatment of the subjects 
of Siraz Pargana. A fierce battle was fought. Bikram could not 
Blve a befitting reply to the forces of the Raja whose forces used 
‘annons also. Bikram fled away to Srinagar and could not be 
raced thereafter. 


Rule of Maharaja Ranbir Singh 1856-1885 A.D. 


Gulab Singh ruled over Kishtwar from 1821 to 1856 A.D. 
- Was succeeded by his son Ranbir Singh who ruled the state 
&K from 1856 to 1885 A.D. His rule was peaceful. He 

© Some reforms in administration and Police Department. 
~twar was first made a tehsil of Udhampur district in 1872 
- ry Dut in 1877 A.D. Udhampur was split into two-Udhampur 
Kishtwar districts because Udhampur had become unwieldy 
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up at Kishtwar in 1875 AD. In 


otal as set , 
Wazarat. A district court w iscovered at Suncham in Paddar 


1881 A.D. sapphire mines were d 
Pargana, 
Rule of Partap Singh 1885-1925 A.D. 


Partap Singh succeeded his father Ranbir Singh in 1885 A.D 
nted settlement officer whose 

During his rule Ram Dhan was appol Kishtwar had be 

settlement report was published inl914 A.D. Kis twa en 
reduced to the status of a tehsil of Udhampur district in 1909 
A.D. As per this report Kishtwar Tehsil had 156 revenue villages. 
It consisted of 12 parganas of Bawanjwah, Saroor, sarthal, Mandal, 
Nagseni, Dachhan, Paddar, Marwa, Warwan, Udil, Thakarie and 
Kuntwara. In 1891 A.D. forced labour system was abolished but 
it continued in one way or the other. First Madrasa, a Govt. 
primary school, was opened at Kishtwar in 1900 A.D. which was 


raised to the status of Middle School and then High School in 
1922 A.D. 


Rule of Maharaja Hari Singh 1925-1948 A.D. 
Maharaja Hari Singh was the 
on the throne of his uncle M 


some reforms jn his admin; 
Marriage, Co 


Was set up with 
members wore to be Clected ied 


nominated, Japat p. Members were to bé 

nominated for be canna oF Matta Village of Kishtwar was 

at Sarthal was can). 8° COMStruction «<4 «Dev! 

wires Was completed in 1937 A aa las seen a 
vanal {i Ie: me a a 

: ani Hindus of ishtwar in | S, however, ; 

Was transferred to 1), n 1948, However, the cont! 


‘ Karan S; 
y Sanatan Dharm Sabha did Sole Trustee in 1962 AD. 
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India Wins Freedom 


On August 15,1947 India won freedom after shedding the 
foreign yoke. This was the greatest achievement for all those 
freedom fighters whose 190 years of struggle bore fruit. However, 
Maharaja Hari Singh delayed accession to any dominion—India 
or Pakistan. Maharaja signed the instrument of accession on Oct. 
26, 1947 and J&K State became an integral part of Indian Union. 
He was forced to abdicate the throne in favour of his son Yauraj 
Karan Singh and he became the Maharaja of the state. 


Sheikh Mohd. Abdullah 1948-53 AD 


Sheikh Mohd Abdullah assumed power as head of the 
administration in Oct. 1947. On 5 March, 1948 he was sworm 
in as Prime Minister of J&K State alongwith his council of 
Ministers. There was communal unrest in the state, particularly 
in some Parganas of Kishtwar,especially in Bawanjwah and 
Paddar Parganas. In Mislai village of Bawanjwah Pargana 37 
persons, all Hindus, were massacred by the communal forces. In 
1948 A.D. district Doda was carved out of Udhampur District 
with Kishtwar, Ramban and Bhaderwah as its tehsils. Doda was 
a Niabat (Sub-tehsil) then. Still Doda city was made the 
headquarter of the district. Peace was restored by Militia whose 
arrival in the first quarter of 1948 A.D. proved a blessing in 
disgiuse. | 

In July 1948 A.D. Field Marshal KM. Carriapa, the then 
Commander-in-Chief of Indian forces, visited Kishtwar. He 
“ugmented the water supply from Godrashnag to Kishtwar town 
Y laying additional pipe line. Thus drinking water problem was 
“Solved for some time to the satisfaction of the people of 
Kishtwar | 
ne 1950 A.D. an act, known as “Big landed Abolition Act 
a Was enacted by which ceiling on land was fixed at 182 
Places oe uncultivable land, orchards, gardens and residential 
unopDog ala Rasul Kriapak of Kishtwar town was elected 

- HG as Member Constituent Assembly in 1951, A.D. The 
“onstruction of Naigad-Kishtwar Water supply scheme 
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30 ey , 
195] A.D. In 1953 A.D. Bore ee. fOdullah 
“arted 1 . -— tj ms fr 
peng sited the canal site. A portion ane OM the 
soo een “ village of Nagseni pargana hac ie ern 
ah Sat la ‘ : ‘ ™ lo - the W < Mao 
ee | 27 kms length at that time. crag ; . Was 
ya aeertianie his successor Bakshi Ghum Mohame heikh 
abandoned by his don August 9, 1953 by Sadar-i-Risaya, 
Abdullah was dismisse ested and kept under detention 9; 

Dr. Karan Singh.He was arre 


Udhampur for about 22 years. 


Bakshi Ghulam Mohd. 1953-1963 AD 


as Governor of Ladakh, was elected M.L.C. in 1957 A.D. and 
Syed Mir Badshah was elected MLA for the 24 time. High 


cn employment in Govt. sector. National 


arty, was split into two— National 


nd Democratic National ¢ | 
4 ou é Onference and Mir 
Badshah joined the latter, Bakshi . 


Oct.1963 Ap resigned under Kamraj plan in 


akshi Ghulam Mohd as Prime 

ng his rule the tomb of Shah Assar- 

Y gutted on Dec, 27, 1963 A.D. It sent 
then Doda District. 


ate. Durj 


S SWorn in a 
fore be cal Minister on 29" Feb., 1964 A.D. 
Minister and : inister, The designations 


at were changed into Chief 


but he pre 
of Prime 
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nister and Governor. Ghulam Mustafa Ishrat, popularly known 


fi | Jt, 
[shrat Kashmiri, was elected as M.L.A on congress ticket. 
om Mehta was elected Member Parliament (M.P) in Rajya Sabha 


1 1964 A.D. Seva Ram parihar,an advocate of Kishtwar town, 
was elected M.L.C. after his joining congress party in 1968 A.D. 


Degree College Agitation 1969 A.D. 


The students of Local schools of Kishtwar town and Mandal 
pargania around it demanded for the opening of a degree college 
at Kishtwar but the same was turned down by Chief Minister 
GM Sadiq during his visit to Kishtwar. On 2™ September, 
1065 A.D. a bus bound for Jammu from Kishtwar met with an 
accident at Raghinala thereby killing 31 persons on spot. 


Syed Mir Qasim 1972-75 


Mir Qasim succeeded as C.M. in December, 1971. In the 
Legislative Assembly Elections of 1972 Pir Nizamuddin was elected 
as MLA on congress ticket. Dr. K.L. Rao, Union Minister for 
Irrigation and Power, visited Kishtwar alongwith Mehta Om, 
Minister for Housing and urban Development in Oct., 1971 and 
announced that mightly power project, Dul Hastt Hydel Project, 
will be constructed over river Chandra Bhaga in Kishtwar which 
would generate 390 Mega Watt power. Indira Ghandi, Prime 
Minister of India, visited Kishtwar with Om Mehta in 1972 A.D. 
and approved for the construction of Dul Hasti Power Project. 


An earthquake of great intensity occured in Kishtwar on the 
night between 15‘ & 16" January, 1973. The houses were damaged 
and cracks appeared on the walls of many buildings. 


C | 
ollege Agitation of 1974 A.D. 


Kish agitation was launched by the students of local schools of 
19 ar for the opening of a Degree College at Kishtwar in 
he a -D, Local institutions remained closed for about a month. 
“i was supported by the people of Kishtwar and ne 
Dolic ltrespective of party affiliations. On September 13,197 
© resorted to indiscriminate firing on the procession taken out 
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4 h namely Ravinde 
Tehsil office to Bus Stand. car town, Gian Chang 
from — Dhani Ram Gupta of Kis r. Mohd. Iqbal Zerger 
eae f Sulla Ram of Nagni Kishtwa , of Sajja Be 
Bhagat son 0 4 4 Zerper and Abdul Kabir me lets and ak 
Noth from Kishtwar town, fell victims to the bu ere 
0th IT 


other persons were injured. 


Sheikh Mohd. Abdullah 1975-1982 | 

Sheikh Mohd. Abdullah assumed power hee oe 
1975, under Indira Sheikh accord of 1975, as Chie tnister of 
the State. Elections to Legislative Assembly were held in March, 
1977, Bashir Ahamad Kichloo of Kishtwar town was elected 
MLA. on National Conference ticket and Wali Mohd Bagwan of 
Bhagwan Mohella Kishtwar was nominated as MLC. Batote- 
Kishtwar Road was declared as National Highway 1B (NHIB). 
Teachers Training School Kishtwar was abolished and instead 
District Institute of Education was established on 1-1-1979 AD. 


Vn Dec, 28. 
ed in fire j 


J 

Meless and helpless. On 3° 

nt Sccured at Banjwar on Kishtwa! 
Oo 


‘into a nullah thereby killing 2? 


n . 
d , etude of the Gant Re People of Kishtwar agains 
ad of raisin © sta oMt. This Je fo an agitation with th 
and °Pening of » Depr lus of tehsi] 1: 


S istrict lev’ 
ee College at K; htwar to district 


shtwar. Kishtwar Fro" 
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| «iat formed with GH. Arman as its president. There was wide 
spread unrest and struggle for conferring district status to Kishtwar, 
This agitation was virtually launched on June 13,1981. The Govt. 
clamped police Ray in Kishtwar. M.A. Nomani, DIG police, was 
appointed administrator in January, 1982 for six months. There 
was indiscriminate torturing of people on frivolous charges. On 
the complaint of people Nomani was called back and the police 
Raj ended. Wazir Commission with Justice Wazir Janki Nath as 
its chairman, was appointed on 12" Nov, 1981 for recommending 
the case of conferring district status to Kishtwar. It presented its 
report to Farooq Govt. in Dec. 1983. 


Dr. Farooq Abdullah 1982-84 


During this period Indira Gandhi, Prime Minister of India, laid 
foundation stone of Dul Hasti Hydro-Electric project at Shalamar 
on April 15, 1983. Assembly elections were held in June, 1983 
and GH. Arman was elected M.L.A. from Kishtwar on congress 
ticket. The recommendations of Wazir Commission for carving 
out new districts alongwith Kishtwar were never approved nor 
implemented. 


GM. Shah 1984-85 


Farooq Abdullah’s Govt.was dismissed by Governor Jag 
Mohan on July 2,1984 and Ghulam Mohd Shah was sworn 1n as 
Chief Minister. He ruled for about 20 months. During his rule 
Scholarships were sanctioned for the students hailing from Paddar, 

arwa, Warwan, Chatru and Dachhan who were studying at 
Kishtwar High Schools of Paddar, Marwa,Warwan, Dachhan 
and Chatru were upgraded to 10+2 Higher Secondary Schools. 


Governor’ Rule 1986 


ea povernor Jag Mohan imposed Governor’s rule in J&K state 

arch 17, 1986. On may 23, 1986 he visited Kishtwar and 
“clared for the opening of an Arts Degree College at Kishtwar. 
“ also issued on the spot orders for filling up of Haras, Drangwaj1 


andalsar ponds. 
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Assembly ig n N.C. ticket. The work > 1988 anothe . 
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ney during this period. On oe ae the lives of 65 
see occurred at Raghinala whic 
ac 


was nominat 
passengers on board. In Nov., 1989 GH.Arman ed 
as M.L.C. 


Governor’s Rule Clamped in 1990 


Jag Mohan was ap | A | 
time on Jan. 19, 1990. It was the time when militancy/terrorism 
had the upper hand He 


y Gresh Chander Saxena 
in May, 1990. During hi ili 


October 14. 199], a French Engineer wo 
Sogea-Borie-Sac) at Dul 


perpetrated 
hight of gth February, 
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K.y. Krishna Rao 


b mccpad Se as Governo; 1993_199¢ 
Ve r N F 7 é 
mi 7 tipi " Saxena at the end of March 
; Cir eities uring this period. On 
Of Kish 
Worsened ang oY SOme yp: 


one ful protest March 
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al, Masooq Abas? Tee “mployegg namely Khurshid 
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were taken into custody by the security forces in the parade 

round. They were found dead near B.S.F camp in the morning... 
it was Widely resented. On August 14, 1993, 16 Hindu passengers 
were killed by the terrorists near Hasti on Hasti-Sarthal road. 
There was destruction, extortions, conflagrations etc in the area. 
Thousands of timber scants were burnt to ashes. Year 1993 was 
the worst of all the years of militancy in respect of loot, plunder 
and arson. There was no safety. The French Consortium (D.S.B.) 
finally decided to pull out of the Dul Hasti Power Project which 
gave a great set back to it. On June 11, 1994 Subash Chander 
Sen of Zelna Kishtwar was assassinated in broad day light by a 
militant who also was killed on that very day by the security 
forces. The year 1994 was the year of curfews, troubles, agonies, 
killings etc. at the hands of terrorists. There was great set back 
to the developmental process. On Nov. 9, 1995 a bus accident 
occured near a spring on Hasti—Sarthal road. 16 pilgrims were 
killed and 8 injured. The bus was bound for Sarthal with pilgrims. 


Dr.Faroogq Abdullah’s 3™ Term 1996-2002 


Farooq Abdullah was elected Chief Minister for the third 
term on October 2, 1996 after Governor’s rule. During this period 
4 passenger bus on way from Kishtwar to Palmar rolled down 
into a deep gorge near Bhandarkut bridge on 21-9-1997. 25 persons 
Were killed on spot and 12 others were injured. Lok Sabha elections 
Were held on 15-4-1998. Chaman Lal Gupta was elected M.P 
from Udhampur Parliamentary Constituency of which Kishtwar 
Was a part. 


On April 25, 1998 a passenger bus from Jammu to Kishtwar 
ded off the road at Kuligad and rolled down the hill thereby 
a: at least 30 passengers. This was a great tragedy for 
re tar. On May 9, 1998 Chaman Lal Shan Medical Assistant 
On Hot dead by a militant in the premises of S.D.H. Kishtwar, 
at Sh July, 1998, 17 Hindus were massacred by the terrorists 
‘nna, Hurna and Sarawan villages of Thakarie pargana. On 
atch, 1999 Tanveer Ahamed Mir was shot dead by militants 


ne ; ee bg 
“his house in Kishtwar town, near Jama Masjid Kishtwar. 


Skid 
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On 13" October, 199 : 
Bihari Vajpai of BJP. ee “iaete 
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is asl a rember, 2000 five persons satin : 1 by 

sae ee in Palmar Pa | 

Stand 1n 

ili at Patimhal Bus oa ‘ 

gers ht of First January 2001 the historic Jama Masjiq 

n the ni = ae Se 

Kishtwar was gutted in a devastating fir isda de 
Science classes were introduced by Farooq ore » Curing 

his visit to Kishtwar in 2001. He also announced for t © opening 

of B.Ed. College in Islamia Faridia HSS Kishtwar a private 

sector. In March 2001 Brij Mohan Sharma of Kushtwar town was 

elected as M.L.C on National Conference ticket. 


On 23" July, 2001 eight persons including three women were 
massacred by militants at higher reaches of Cherji area of Nagseni 
Pargana of Kishtwar. On the same day four persons were killed 
by militants at Gunderna village of Tagood. On August 3, 2001 
thirteen persons of Laddar and Kundal villages of Paddar Pargana 


were i by. militants at Sharote Dhar Dhok and four were 
Injured. . 


€c.2001 a Passen 
met with an accident near ki 


Spot and 50 others Were injured 
accident Chingam-Ja bus met 


on oT ; 
way to Thathri IN whic 8 
Persons injured, 
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and other parties for three years under an agreement. Mufti 
carved out three more tehsils out of Kishtwar tehsil namely Marwa, 
Chatru and Paddar. GM. Saroori was appointed as Chairman 
Social Welfare Advisory Board. 


Formation of Kishtwar Development Forum Dec. 2002 


Kishtwar Development Forum (KDF) was formed in Dec. 
3002 during the rule of Mufti Mohd Syeed. Sajjad Ahamad Kichloo 
M.L.A Kishtwar was elected as its president and D.C Sharma, 
author of this book, as General Secretary. The sole aim, besides 
other developmental works, was to overcome the drinking water 
crisis in Kishtwar town and Mandal pargana by augmentation of 
Naigad-Kishtwar Water Supply Scheme. In the first instance 20 
Lakh were collected from Chaman Lal Gupta Union Minister and 
Rs. 25 Lakh from S.A. Kichloo MLA from their MPLAD and 
CDF respectively. Union Minister Rural Development sanctioned 
Rs. 2 crore out of Rural Development Funds for augmentation of 
Kishtwar-Naigad Water Supply Scheme. In February 2003 M/S 
J.P. Associates agreed to provide 8” dia pipes for a portion of the 
scheme. Sh. GN. Azad Parliamentary Affairs Union Minister and 
Dr. Farooq Abdullah M.P. sanctioned Rs. 25 lakh each for the 
scheme out of MPLAD. 


Parliamentary Elections 2004 

| In April 2004, parliamentary elections were held. Man Mohan 
Singh of Congress Party was swom in as Prime Minister of 
UPA Govt (United Progressive Allaince), a coalition of many 
Political parties. Chowdhary Lal Singh, Former Minister in the 
a! Govt. was elected M.P. of Udhampur Parliamentary 

Onstituency, On 5‘ October 2005, Ghulam Rasul Hamal of 
; nn Mohalla passed away of cardiac arrest. He was a social 

eglious activist. 


G 
hulam Nabi Azad Becomes C.M. Nov. 2005 


and Ghulam Nabi Azad, Union Minister for Parliamentary Affairs 
0 om Development, was sworn in as Chief Minister of 
2005 Govt. in J&K State as per agreement on gad November, 


Cc Scanned with OKEN Scanner 


Glimpses of Kishtwar History 
i 


District 2006 
Approval For Creation of Kishtwar 
/ 


y roved 
State Cabinet headed by repay eg ag ot 
mine of 8 New Districts including Kis ban, Reasi, Samb et 
6 July 2006 The other districts were ne ue ie - hin a In 
Jammu region and Bandipur, Kulgam, Gande Pian in 
Kashmir repion, 


Completion of Naigad-Kishtwar water Supply Scheme 


The work on Naigad-Kishtwar Water Supply 
completed in July, 2006 and 8” 
the people of Kishtw 
the drinking w 


Scheme was 
dia water began to be Supplied to 


ar town and Mandal pargana. This Solved 
ater crisis to a large extent. 
Fire Accidents 


of Paddar, 17 
homeless. 


and Plunged into a gorge 


uring 50 others. 


€d function; " April, 2007 
TSt Deny ‘trom hade : Oning from 1-4-2007 with 
v1 ter * Oreviously Nodal officer, as 
; “PPointeg 2 Ahamad Zerger ol 
“Venue, Ho had cari es ditional Deputy 
“tVed as $.D.M Kishtwat 
. dink Ction y "ctionin 


; otk on p & 2007 
ar 
7 the Project ty “007 And by ria 8Stl Power Project was 
) _ °90 M.w clectriet i Pinning It aval — 
listory of Kishen ity, This aa be Starteg Senerating mor 
ms “atest achieve in the 
ment in 
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pevasting Blaze at Margi on 23" Oct. 2007 
On the night between 224 and 23" October, 2007 fire broke 
| out in village Margi of Warwan area.160 houses and nearly 100 
| cowsheds were reduced to ashes while 107 persons sustained 
injuries. 1500 people were rendered homeless. 

Devastating Fire in Village Nali Bawanjwah 

On the intervening night of 29" February / 1% March 2008, 
15 structures including a mosque and a school were gutted in a 
devastating fire in village Nali of Bawanjwah pargana. 17 villagers 
sustained burn injuries. 


Dul Hasti Project Dedicated to Nation 


On 26th April, 2008 the prestigious Dul Hasti Hydel Power 
project was dedicated to Nation by Dr. Man Mohan Singh Prime 
Minister of India. He was accompanied by Hon’ble C.M. GN. 
Azad and other State and Union Minister and Governor of the 


State. 


Ungai Village Gutted in Fire 


On the intervening night of April 27 adn 28, 2008, 25 houses 
were gutted and more than 800 cattle heads perished in devastating 
fire at Ungai village of Paddar. 


Tragic Accident 
¢ On May 2, 2008 eleven labourers were killed on Kishtwar 
yothan road near Kurya bridge. 


Greatest Accident After Raghinallah of 1988 


n Manpr eet Video Coach from Jammu for Kishtwar met with 
3 *ccident on 8th May, 2008 near Warda (Hasti) thereby killing 
Passengers and injuring, four others. 


Only those individuals who have believed 
In themselves, have become great and strong. 
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Nagsen — The Sage of Kishtwar 
ee 


Sage Nagsen, the greatest Buddhist intellectual Gf 2™ CBee 
of ancient India belonged to Kishtwar. His father Sonutar Brahman 
lived in a Brahman village Kajangal by name. It has been identified 
as the present Kunja village situated about 17 Km from Kishtwar 
town in Galigad area of Trigam pargana of Kishtwar. According 
to Milind Panho Pali Kajangal was situated in the Middle 
Himalayan belt of North Western India named Jambudivipa. It 
extended to Jammu, Kashmir, ‘Panjab, North Western province 
and even Afghanistan. Kunja village is on the foot of a hill facing 
to the west in this area and is exactly situated in the Middle 
Himalayan belt of North Western India. This village is connected 
with Nagseni pargana by a mountain pass called Kunjagala. With 
the passage of time Kajangal was degenerated into Kunja. At 
Present Brahmans live down below Kunja village now called 


years back it is probable that the village 


Kajang 
anho Pali edit 
“litle 8 which re 


ad passage in Milind - p 
Shashtri at page 7 sub 
afler giving one thousand mudras 
Acharya (teacher) Sat at the fixe 
“Oh! Brahman teach Ve 
concluding lineg jt reads, “ 
his Achrya came Out of hi 


ed by Swami Dwarka Da® 
ads, “then Sonuter Brahm” 
(coins) to a renowned Brabm@ 
place in his Prasada” and 54” 
das to Nagsen”. And again J ‘ 
Nagsen, after secking the permissiO" 

S prasada”. Prasada undoubtedly ™® 


40 


d 
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e. So Sonuter Brahman was not an ordinary Brahman who 
a engage a teacher for the education of his son Nagsen and 
vor ae thsousand “mudras” to him as Guru Dakhshana of his 
; and that too at his palace. This evidently implies that Sonuter 
- , king and Nagsen heir apparent . 


garly life of Nagsen 


Nagsen was born in the house of Sonuter Brahman between 
160 and 170 B.C. At the age of seven his father engaged a 
Brahman Acharya for the teaching of three Vedas and other 
Shilpas (Shastras) to Nagsen, which he mastered within a short 
span of time. He was, however, not satisfied with all this and he 
requested his father for higher education.One day Arhat Rohan, 
who earlier used to visit the house of Sonuter Brahman for seven 
long years for alms but returned empty handed, again appeared 
in Kayangal village. This time on persistent request Acharya Rohan 
took responsibility of imparting higher education to Nagsen.The 
parents agreed and Nagsen accompanied Rohan to Vattaniya 
Ashram, the present Bhattan village in Nagseni, and from there 
to Vijambhvathu and then to Rakhshittal. Here he joined the 
Bhuddhist fold. In the Assembly of Buddhist scholars he accepted 
to lead the life of a Bhikshu, put on the robes of a Bikhshu and 
got himself admitted in the Buddhist way of life. Here Nagsen 
read all the scriptures on Buddhism within a short period. Then, 
al the age of twenty, he was ordered by his Achraya (Rohan) to 
6° fo Assagut, the Arhat and the Chief of Buddhist order dwelling 
at Vattaniya Ashram (Hermitage) for. further education. Assagut, 

Wever, was convinced of his ability and sent him to Dharam 
rad shak in Ashokaram park in Patliputra (Patnas in Bihar 

“shy, Which was 100 yojanas away for advance studies on 
camt i” It took him two months to reach there. There he 
ful ahs the three Pitkas (Baskets) of Buddhist canon, acquired | 
Theteafte in them and attained Arhathood just in six Se " 
Propagat travelled extensively through out J ambudivipa an 
Rakhshi “d Buddhist doctrines. After some time he returned to 

ttal. 


ETT GUIDE - 4 
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Discussion at Sakal 


‘ay Kine Menander or Menderos ruled oye, 4 
Gracio-Bactrian aoe called Jambhudivipa of which Saka 
” — ha vaital Sakal ‘s the modern Sialkot in Pakistan 
coemiaried a eet quest for knowledge mee ae Buddhism 
and Hinduiern from the core of his heart. He was an intellectya| 
critic but non-Indian having no faith on Hindu or Buddh Dharma 
Many scholars like Puran Kasp, Makhli, Gosal, Ayupal and Other 
intellectuals tried to satisfy him in discussion but all were defeateq 
He used to say boastfully, “The whole of this Jambudivipa hag 
become devoid of scholars and intellectuals. There is not a Single 
Brahman scholar who can dare to face me. 
questions is a far off matter”. There 
quench his thirst for knowledge. He 
Buddhist scholars of heretical tende 


Religious 


To answer my 
was none to satisfy him to 
used to put puzzles to the 

ncy and harassed them. 


ey Parive: : 
In Parivein, Me “ta Dharma 


an -On hea | ? wal 
: er Ting Nagsen’s arnvi 
4 discussion ire Personally Went : 
Nn hj to h fot 
doubts about B * Palace alonow, Im and requested 


accepted King yy eS mM ith his followers so that his 

(courtiers) a €nder Was fla © ee The request was 
nna VNereas e 45 

i" Bikhshus. Rises 48sen wag Y his five hundred Yook 


“Companied by a large numbe! 
re Greek names which 4 
F ne to find among the™’ 
© discoure Ochus 
Sage Nagsen. the sae ti Sued ber a. of 
Ing, The king Was "plied all : Ween king Menander 
“*USfied ang = Stions put to him by 
Convinced to say 


. Sho 
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Nigosen was In fact an intellectual of a great repute and a renowned 
scholar. He accepted his defeat, bowed before the scholar, became 
his disciple and embraced Buddhism. All his doubts about Buddhism 
were removed.He studied all the Tripitikas and became king Milind 
of Buddhist literature. At his death his ashes were distributed 
among his followers who preserved them in stupas. 


Milindo-Panho: The Pali Treatise 


The conversation that took place at Sakal between king 
Menander and Sage Nagsen resulted in bringing out Milindo- 
Panho or “Questions of King Milind”. It is the greatest work of 
pre- Buddh Ghosh period in Pali literature. Buddh Gosh was the 
ereatest Buddhist commentator of 5" century A.D. Milind is an 
Indianised version of Menander or Menderos. Milindo-Panho was 
written in Ist or 2°4 century B.C. soon after the conversation took 
place. Its author is undoubltly Sage Nagsen, who wrote it originally 
in Pali language which had close affinity with Kishtwan and 
prakrit. Kishtwari language at present is a degenerated form of 
Pali or Prakrit. Most probably the script of Milindo-Panho was 
Kishtwari script which was in vogue in ancient times in Kishtwar. 
GA. Grierson, the linguist, has discovered some alphabets of 
Kishtwari script which has been reproduced at the end of the 
chapter ‘Kishtwari language’. The book under discussion is in the 
— form between the king and the Buddhist monk. It is a 
ie a on the fundamental principles of Buddhist philosophy 
Mm a semi-canonical work. Panho is a Kishtwari word 


Which means to solve the puzzles that were put forth by the king 
Cnander 


Con — religious doctrines discussed therein, the book also 
Source of (ta information about many places. It is a 
translated aaron research. First three parts of the book were 
It has ale, hinese language under the name “Nagsen Sutra.” 
and other | een translated in English, Sinhali, Roman, Devnagri 

F languages. Sage Nagsen won abiding fame for writing 


llindo- 
Bude amho. It is considered his greatest contribution to the 
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In Milindo-Panho Pali satvir Nagsen perp ates that he 
was born in the family of Sonuter Brahman in a ra : an Village 
Kajangal. There is no name of such a place, even in egencrated 
form. in the Middle Himalayan belt except village Kunja Situated 
in Galigad area of Trigam pargana of Kishtwar. The name Nagsenj, 
pargana of Kishtwar, seems to have been kept after the name of 
sage Nagsen. The route from Kajangal (Kunja) passes through 
Kunjagala to village Bhattan, the Vattaniya Ashram of Milindo- 
Panho. Village Bhattan and its adjoining areas have remained 
centre of vital religious and cultural activities of Buddhist scholars. 
The Buddhist Chief used to hold assemblies in this area for the 
propagation and learning of Buddhist philosophy for a long time. 


Identification of Nag 


Identification of Other Places Mentioned in Milindo-Panho 


There is mention of Yu 


where Assagut, probably 
convened an ass 
doubts of king Mens of Bikhshus for discussion so that the 


gandher mountain in Milindo-Panho 


There is 
book which mre . Wuambhvathy and Rakhshittal in th 
At present there contitied as Vagamgad and Saiya Drama" 
on the northern side of Naginshe® 


Place wherefrom it 5 ae Vagamgad. In the vicinity of ™ 


4 
may be the right choice © pu! 
| any way with Rakhshitt4 

. ‘bl p 
at ne an Ashram can } “"n Piece of land where the possi 
aiya Draman with ing * JSified The ruins of stone #2", 


its stone plates, in > 
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Glimpse 
rishtwall 
me Rakhs 

This belt of Negseni area give some indications of having 
s of Bikhshus and Arhats who probably would assemble 
there When challenged by king Menender. Naginshero is the name 
of the cliff on the summit of Vattaniya Asharam, Viyambhvathu 
and Rakhshittal. Nagin in Kishtwari means spring and shero 
degenerated form of shikher means cliff or mountain top. Thus 
Naginshero has been given this name because of many springs 
and streams sprouting from its slopes on all sides such a Gumainag, 
Rattannag, Vagamgad, Kananinag, Gudrashnag etc. On the west 
southern side of Naginshero is Bathshero. 


s of Kishtwar History 1s 


and unknown scripts, do not indicate any connection 
hittal meaning guarded bottom or safe foot hill. 


abode 


There is also a reason to believe all this. An Ashok Chakra 
or Dharam Charka, an idol of Buddha and some artistically carved 
and sculptured greyish stones have been found below Damzi 
village near Bhattan. The Dharan Chakra 1s carved on a stone 
about 4 feet in diametre. It has 24 spokes and all of them meet 
at a hole in the centre of the wheel. The image of Buddha, 
though small in size, has been beautifully sculptured. Local people 
when contacted by the author of this book said that it was an idol 
of “Devta or God”. The place also reveals the formation of a hall 
like structure which casts before us the shadows of events of the 
past. On one side of the hall was a presidential seat to which was 
leading a flight of stairs. Though in dilapidated condition, Ashok 
Chakara and the idol of Buddha are still intact. The Buddhist 
reAce might have been convened by the spiritual heads of 
mitts and sage Nagsen. One thing is, however, clear that 
meet two places, Bhattan and Sai Draman,have remained the 

'€ of cultural activities. 


Vi 
“WS of Other History Writers 


7 SEN Kaul (Bamzai) writes in History of Kashmir at page 
digo, v° b8Ve it on the authority of Milindo Panho that the 
e ile between Buddhist saint Nagsen and Menander or Milind, 


acio-Indian ruler of North-Western India was held at a 
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‘pmir’”. According to Milj 
place only 12 yas en nee ike iaiae oe ‘aa 
) » discussion ee . é 
7 poacteaplnersee Sailkot of Pakistan, eee to cn means]? 
yojnas orl08 miles away from Kashmir. no is ar ly any 
place in the valley of Kashmir where such a eee may 
have taken place. The valley is only 80, miles or Km m length 
and 20 to 25 miles or 35 Km in breadth whereas Sialkot is mo; 
than 400 Km away from Srinagar. Moreover, had Nagsen actually 
been born in Kashmir,the event would not have escaped the 
sharp eye of Kalhan, the historian of repute and author of 
Rajatarangini written as back as in 1148-49 A.D. There is no 
mention of Nagsen in Rajatarangini. Bamzai’s claim is thus 
untenable and hence unacceptable. 


Prof. GM. Hayjni, in the introduction to his poetry book ‘Kashur 
Shairi’, says that Milinda-Panho had been written in Kishtwari, so 
he belonged to Kashmir. If Nagsen was a Kashmiri, why he had 
written it in Kishtwari is again a matter of great confusion. Ishrat 
Kashmiri, the author of Tarikh-i-Kishtwar written in Urdu, consider 
oe Kishtwari on the ground that he wrote Milindo-Panho 
bala A igs Nagseni pargana of Kishtwar finds its 
spoken by the ee of sage Nagsen.Since Kishtwari language 
Prakrit or Sanches anne. that period was very close to Pall 

rit, their estimate cannot be discarded. 


J . 
yoteeshwar Pathik records at page 11 of his book “Cultus! 
as’ Raja 


caahraeni Nagsen of Kishtwar, Raja Nagpal of 
this analogy M ¥ Other rulers in recent seems to come l 


Sh. GN. G 
anhar Writes at Page 153 in his book ‘Joo 


Shrines and Pilor; 
Sakal) the ind ee "Was a fact at Sailkot (then know" ® 
to the faith by *nender or Milind was w0® a 


B.C.What a strik; monk Nagsen in 24. Ce? 


Ce Scanned with OKEN Scanner 


| 


Glimpses of Kishtwar History 47 


ea of Paddar (Kishtwar) which still has some Buddhist living in 
+ One Is tempted to think that Nagseni is derived from his name. 
Il. 


On the basis of all these findings it has been established that 
| the kingdom of Nagseni was Nagsceni Pargana of Kishtwar 
together with Galigad area of <P rigam Pargana.It was the first 
ajawara to have embraced Buddhism. Village Bhattan and Damzi 
are surely 12 yojnas or 108 miles fron Srinagar via Singpur pass 
(Marbal pass) on foot. The ancient historian of Kashmir had very . 
little or no knowledge at all of its neighbouring areas. Some parts 
of Rig Ved & Atharved had been compiled at Rishiniwas, now 
called Rikinwas in Warwan valley of Kishtwar, but finds no mention 
in Rajatarangni of Kalhana. This confirms the fact that Kalhana 
had very little knowledge of the area of Kishtwar. 


A Team Visits Satya Draman and Damzi 


A team of experts comprising M/S A.K. Khana Deputy 
Superintendent Archaeologist, Lalit Gupta, Dr. Vaidiya Nath 
Labh of Jammu University along with his wife and Ram Sevak 
Sharma, Jugal Kishore Bhandari and D.C. Sharma, the author 
of this book, from Kishtwar visited Saiya Draman and Damzi 
places of Nagseni Pargana of Kishtwar on 5th May, 2007 for an 


on the spot assessment of these historical places of archaeological 
Sites, | 


At Damzi the old remnants, an idol of Buddha and an Ashok 
Nakr 4 with 24 spokes with a hole in the centre, were found 

| "issing. These were perhaps destroyed by the locals as alleged 
| te eldest of the place. The chiselled and smoothened stone 
remn ‘Some carvings had been piled up whereas some more 
nee had come up at the site probably by excavation. 

“1, an idol of Bhagwan Vishnu carved on a stone plata, a 

four petalled Lotus and some carved stones were found 

: Up in the ground, The present site indicates that structures 

have or ples had been existing at the place, The temples may 

OF thege «uP after demolishing of Buddhist Viharas. The remnants 

temples were probably of 13" centuary architecture. 
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At Saiya Draman a temple, all in stone,with a headless idol 
of Lord Shiva holding a ‘Karmandal’ in the left hand and a sku 
in the right hand alongwith a sacred thread around its neck an 
arm and a garland of ‘Rudraksh’ was existing, Four More 
structures of temples,one by the side of the stone temple ay i 
another in front side of it, were found at the site. The blocks of 
Stones used in these temples were quite visible. 


On these Chisseleq 
and smoothened stones many inscriptions in Sharda, Kishtwar; 
and unknown scri 


d away, have Deen 
fo Stone walls of the 


Period of Nagsen 
century after the downfall 
and Yugandher (Jogi: n has a commanding view 


7 1S Clearly sCen at a distance 
g. A Sprin y , 


the dwellerg at this place veutee of drinking water fo 
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History of Rajmandal — Chatru 


—_ 


The present tehsil Chatru comprising Chingam, Singpur, 
Chara. Durdecl, Kuchhal, Inderwal, Sigdi, Mulchetar, Rahalthal, 
Homa and Udil Gojran revenue villages was called Rajmandal in 

ssciem times. It is situated on the south- eastern extremity of | 
Kashar and on the north-western extremity of Kishtwar. Marbal 
pass also known as Singpur pass is 3670 metres above sea level. 
Chatru is situated between laltitude 33° 30 and longitude 75°31 . 
it inks Singpur with Gadol in Kashmir valley. Another pass 
inking Chingam with Daksum village of Kashmir is called Synthan 
pass which is 3784 metres above sea level. Pogal Paristan in 
Banihal tehsil of Ramban district is linked through Sambole village 
of Chatru tehsil by Nandmarg pass situated at a height of 4110 
Mires above sea Jevel.Marwa valley is also linked with Chingam 
“4 Bonda but the route is all along very tough and no foot path 
has emerged for pedestrians. Chatru Nala which rises from Bonda 
Mountains and joined by other Nalas coming from Khawara and 
*Ngpur side divides the valley into two with population on either 
Side, This stream called Chatru river joins Marud Vridha or Mariev 
*udher near Dadpath village which is the gateway to Chatru. The 
Ole area from Chatru to Singpur top was once covered with 
NSC forests infested with ferocious animals. The route to 
no valley passed through these forests which was ri 
lation but also unsafe. So there was no easy way to develo} 

"NS with the people of Kashmir valley. 
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[NHABITANTS OF CHATR 


Khasas Wans lims & Gujjar 
) thakurs, Haryans ee 
ed by Tha is Tehsil. In the earliest 


a in th 
hmans also live in 

‘Khasa’ settled in this region along the border of 
ina semicircular shape from Chingam to Singpur 


came to be known as Thakurs. The 


Thakurs of those times were agriculturists but they also excelled 
‘n warfare. Kalhana, the author of Rajatarangil, has mentioned 
the name of this area as ‘Khashalya’ 10 Rajatarangini. He has 
spoken highly of Thakurs of Chandar Bhaga. Khasas were peace 
loving people who always extended a helping hand to the fugitives 
fom Kashmir who infiltrated to this side as suppliants. Khasas 
spoke a language which was akin to Sanskrit or Kishtwari of that 


Chatru 1s inhabit 
Some families of Bra 
times a tribe 
Kashmir valley 
arcas. _Khasas later on 


tume. 
Gujjars 
| Gujjars were originally Rajputs of Gurjaradesh now called 
— and Malwa where from they spread to other areas. 
Some or them penetrated into this valley for settlement. They 
so adopted agriculture as their profession and reared buffaloes 


and cattle. They are basically poor and uneducated people like 


other settlers. They had thei ) 
different from other senplece, own dress and diet which W 


Muslims 


They were mostly convert 
as their language but it rem 
could not change their q 
they are akin to other 


ed people. They adopted Kashmt 

- ained a dialect of Kashmir. 1 ‘ 
Ss and diet. Both socially and cultural” 

People who speak Kishtwari dialect. 


Conquest of Rajmandal Or Chat 

ru 
, ed thet 
Y Thakurs. They maintai0 2 “ie 


ngh of Kishtwar who ruled ov’ 


| Rasjmandal was ruled 
independence till Raja Rai Sj 
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between 1525-1550 AD., led an expedition against the 
sate -«,0f Rajmandal. This area had not till then been brought 
Th ne rule of Kishtwar kings who had established their kingdom 
ddle of 10" centuary A.D. under the first historical king 
a Kahan pal. A fierce battle was fought at Rahalthal on way 
fom Chatru village to Singpur about five kilometres in distance. 
Thakurs were defeated one by one and Rajmandal was annexed 
io Kishtwar kingdom.Thus Rai Singh became the master of 
Rajmandal and extended his boundaries up to Marbal and Synthan 
passes Which connected Kishtwar with Kashmur valley. However, 
this victory over Rajmandal opened up new gates for Kashmir 
ulers who thereafter, had an easy access and direct conflict with 
the Rajas of Kishtwar. Fugitives of Kashmir now found an easy 


approach to reach the capital of Kishtwar. 


Invasion of Mirza Haider on Kishtwar 


In the year 1547 A.D. Mirza Haider Dughlat,cousin of Mughal 
emperor Babur, after conquering Kashmir in Oct.1540 for quest 
of conquering more territories, marched against the Raja of 
Kishtwar with a huge army. He deputed his four commanders viz 
Bandgan-i-Koka or Koka Mir, Mohamad Magrey, Mirza Mohd. 
and Yahya Raina or Idi Raina to command the advance guard of 
his forces. They reached Rajmandal in one day and encamped at 
‘place named Mughal Maidan later on. Mirza Haider also came 


down personally to Rajmandal. 


B 
‘avery of Kishtwar Forces 


se news of the invasion of Mirza Haider 
"se in Kishtwar Darbar, The Raja called his conmman 
| spat fused in them the spirit of bravery and pane ed 
| Padi shed a Strong army under the command of his Wazir ce 
| Maidg The forces reached Loidhar on the opposite side of ae ; 
shin ond encamped there. One brave woman of sen 
alone 8t, Koki Devi by name, armed herself and marche 7 
Wards Mughal Maidan. She, hid herself under a stone, 


Dlace : 
“* just on the other side of the bridge at Sangambhat.. Sue 


was taken by 
ders 
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down many goldiers 


ing do 
cle § 
jorCINe ag the track one 


{ valour OF ere CrOsSINE 
oo while hey i i asdous that only one 
jor the stone i Devi would pierce her lance 
time, KOK ey to cross the track to 
the river nearby, Other 
the fact that happened to the 
goldict’ many soldicrs were 
goldiers wh 
_ thatru the forees under Narian Padiar 
‘rom across (he | oe There is | 
attacked the remaining, 5 - auld 10 
with musket shots but the Mughal army co H | 
Bandgan-i-Koka and vith four other generals and 
¢ soldiers were slain 1n 
Mughal army was thus defeated. The Raja 0 
a robe of honour to the brave woman 
Padiar and other commanders of his 
suitably, This victory enhanced the presti 


became a formidable force. 


a huge number 0 
ge of the Raja who now 


Burial place of Mughal Army 


The dead bodies 
named Mughal cat senieur ot tiaah eng a 
ae ene ‘ graveyard of Mughals), which spread 
the stone posts on in wr prmeng tir praveyar ‘ 
Maidan, the over the chunk of Ie ha 
ost ere ne market place, which aber eagreny 
accepted the Prien fate of the Mughals wes Haid! 
to the valley utt. ¢ hands of Kisht | | te 
sedi wee utterly shattered, Ho war forces and rete 
and the Rai : Raja of Kishtwar Wever, this defeat of NM ) 

Ja of Kishtwar had to sowed the seeds of disso" 
Invasion of Ali Shah ¢ pay heavily for it in futur 
1 
During the re; hak — 1372 A.D 
1570 t B Whe reign of Bah ova 
O 1605 AD th adur Sin h go! 
chalked out a plen gon nak ral gh, Raja of Kishtw J 
plan for the conque iq of Kashmir Ali Shah 
st of K; al 
of Kishtwar which W® 
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4 teen aged Raja. Kistwar had become an eye sore for the 
s of Kashmir after the defeat of Mughal armies at Mughal 
Mazar. Accordingly in the year 1572 A.D. he dispatched a strong 
amy under the command of Abdul Khan, Ali Khan and Nauroz 
Chak for the conquest of Kishtwar. He himself came down to 
singpur in Rajmandal to asses the position himself. The attack 
was from the sides of Marbal (Singpur) and Synthan passes 
under different commanders. The attack was so sudden that the 
young Raja had to accept the defeat.He acknowledged Ali Shah 
as his suzerain and agreed to pay annual tribute. He also gave his 
foster sister, Shanker Dei, in marriage to his grand son Yaqub 
Shah. The young Raja was the sole. survivor of his family which 
had been massacred at Badhat in Saroor pargana. As such he 
had neither any survived sister nor any son at such teen age, as 
has been opined by some history writers. 


by 
ruler 


Second Invasion of Ali Shah — 1574 A.D. 


Bhadur Singh could not bear the insult and defeat at the 
hands of Ali Shah. He organized a strong army to meet any 
eventuality. He paid tribute to Ali Shah for one year and after that 
stopped the same. This infuriated the Sultan and he made 
preparations for another invasion on Kishtwar. Rajmandal was 
first to be attacked .Ali Shah despatched a strong army under his 
commanders Ismail Ganie and Haider Chak in 1574 A.D.The 
forces crossed Rajmandal without any resistance. It was a sudden 
attack on the forces of Bhadhur Singh who fought bravely till his 
forces suffered a defeat. The Raja submitted before the generals 
or acknowledged his overlordship. He also agreed to pay annual 
A and presented the wife of one of his relations to the 

ultan. Ali Shah married her and named her as Fateh Khatoon. 


| ‘ 
‘vasion of Yusuf Shah Chak 1582 A.D. 


i a 1582 A.D. Yusuf Shah Chak, son of Ali Shah, disp 
in ee € to Chastise some Kashmiri nobles who had taken 
e ishtwar. The attack was, however, beaten back. Ther 
Sultan himself proceeded against the rebels and de 


atched 
refuge 
e upon 
feated 
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vay to Lahore where Raja Man Singh 
e >ction. 
ul Governor, took him under o Raid Bhawan, Pree 
> Mughul Gov , 4 D. Raja wan 
“ immed to Kashmir. In the year pa tjaded Kashmir - 
a f the generals of Mughal emperor, died in'S and 
> of the P ; ied in Se 
el “ nut Chak as a prisoner. He, however, Ptembe; 
took Yus c 


1592 and was buried at Biswak in Bihar. 


them, Tlaider Chak fled a\ 


Mughal Attack Repulsed -1606 A.D. 


In 1606 A.D. Mirza Ali Akbar, the Mughal Governor of 
Kashmir from 1601 to 1606 A.D., under the orders of emperor 
Jehangir sent an army under the commanders Mirza Haider Koka 
and Mirza Mohd. Khan Mughal via Marbal Pass against the 
Chak rebels who had taken refuge in Raymandal Kishtwar A 
fierce battle was fought near Chatru village. Aiba Chak, brother 
of Yusuf Chak, fought on the side of the Raja. Mughal forces 
were severely beaten back. Mirza Mohd Khan along with many 
soldiers were killed in the battle field. Mirza Haider Koka fled 


away to Kashmir. Chak rebels, thereafter, lived peacefully in 
Kishtwar, 


Mughal Invasion of Kishtwar -1620 A.D. 


shtwar and imprison tt 
Governor sent 10,000 strom! 


© Crossed the pass at a height ; 
and reached Passarkut in Cha!" 


an Occupied Raj had to retreat to Kishtwar. Dil” if 
forces of the Raj pear Proceeded towards Kishtwa" i 
J@ On way back to Kishtwar cut off Bhand 
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doe (Jullah). Dilawar Khan with his force had to encamp at 
arin Bagh (Garden of Brinj! trees) for four months and ten days. 
other forces from Margan side and Braribal side also joined 

om at this place. With the help of a Zamindar a zampha (jullah) 
was constructed at a place near Bhandarkut during the night 
pours. Dilawar Khan’s son Jalal Khan with a force of about 200 
-rossed the zampha safely and made an attack in the morning on 
se Raja Who was taken unawares. A fierce battle took place 
sear Alkah, the then capital of Kishtwar, now called Ukala near 
Sarkut. The Raja was defeated and taken as a prisoner. Raja had 
already sent his family to the care of Jdswan principality. Raja 
was brought before the emperor in chains and then sent to Gawaliar 
et Nasar-Ullah Arab was appointed as administrator of Kishtwar, 
who proved an utter failure. There was an upheaval throughout 


Kishtwar and Nasar-Ullah was killed. 


Invasion of Mughlani Begum-1622 A.D. 


In 1622 A.D. the next governor of Kashmur, Jradat Khan 
marched towards Kishtwar with a strong force to quell the uprising. 
He had sudden attack on the forces who were defeated and 
uprising quelled. He allowed widow of either Nasar Ullah Arab 
or Mohd. Khan or some other noble, known as Mughlani Begum, 
lorule over Kishtwar, She camped at a place known as Garhbagh 
“ere she laid out a garden and constructed an embarkment of 
“arth around it. She stayed only for about three months, during 
‘ie Period she started a reign of terror. Meanwhile Raja Gaur 

ie was released from Gawaliar prison 
wed upon him. 


and Kishtwar was 


——— 
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History of Paddar— The Land 
f Sapphire 


i i tt 
s a tehsil of Kishtwar district.It 


n 2005 and on July 6, 2006 it 
y Zanskar on the 


th and Nagseni 


apphire, j 


Paddar, the land of s | 
, f tehsil i 


was raised to the status O : 
Atholi tehsil. It is bounded b 


was approved for 

north, Pangi on the east, Bhalesa on the sou . 

Pargana on the west. The boundary of Paddar lays through Liddran 

Nala, the gateway to Paddar, and crosses river Chander Bhaga 

separating Chhichha from Sazar. Atholi, the headquarter of Atholl 
feet (1938.5 metre) above 


tehsil, is on an alluvial plateau, 6360 
sea level. It was situated on the left bank of Chandra Bagha river 


at latitude 33°10’ and longitude 76°10. It has a widest opening and 
is the chief place in Paddar about 200 feet above the river. On 
the opposite bank is a wide plain called Gulabgarh which with the 
passage of time has emerged into a township.Many Govt. offices 
have been established at this place. Bhutna river flowing from 
een side meets Chander Bhaga river, coming from Lahul an 
a in Himachal Pradesh, near Gulabgarh previously called 
: — From this place the area branches off into tw® 
ee 7 ase htihari valley and Massu-Machail valley. Tun 
Ber aia tape Gandhari Nala which separates Paddat 
village situated at etic s Suncham, the highest inhabitated 
the farthest habitation in a metres from sea level : 
Paddar with Padam in Zanskar after enn ken aga Jinks 
a ; ing Umasi ar 

ve Artaneagtoel 9340 metres above Seo haat, Athols i linke 
, headquarter of Kishtwar district, by a motorable 
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A 


CGC Scanned with OKEN Scanner 


57 


4,00 completion of Gulabgarh Ishtihari road Paddar will be 
‘ ad with Pangi of Himachal Pradesh via Sansari which is about 
ks kilometres from village Thumb of Ishtihari Pargana. 


Glimpses of Kishtwar History 


According to census 2001 the population of Paddar was 
19,399 including 1869 scheduled caste and 2,332 as scheduled 
ibe which may have gone to 25,100 including 2,418 as scheduled 
caste and 3018 as scheduled tribe on 31-12-2006 as per decadal 
growth rate of 29.04%, Atholi tehsil consists of 32 revenue villages | 
namely Sazar, Kidru, Jar, Kadail, Afani, Atholi, Hamori, Ladar, 
Massu, Mati, Layee, Ligni Pandail, Kundal, Palali, Chashoti, Hangu, 
Machail, Losaini, Garh, Leondi, Gulabgarh, Kaban, Sohal, Ongai, 
Tun, Muthal, Chag, Batwas, Ishtihari, Tiyari, & Chitto. 


Paddar is famous world over for Sapphire mines, Zera 
(cuminseed), edible pine seed called Chilgoza and thangi (forest 
apricot). Paddar forests abound in some of the finest quality of 
deodar, kail, chir, spruce etc. On mountain tops birch trees are 
also found. The jungles of paddar are infested with ferocious 
animals like leopard, wolf, bear, lion and tiger, besides stag, deer, 
forest goat, hedge-hog, musk deer, porcupine, ibex etc. People 
have domesticated cows buffaloes, bulls, sheep, goat and yak 
also. Wheat, maize, rice, grim, trumba and other coarse grains 
and pulses are produced in the area. Forests of paddar are also 
* Source of medicinal herbs, spices etc. Kuth, zera, guchhi and 

op are also found in these jungles. 


Tattapani, a village about five kms from Atholi on way back 
in rare is a wonderful place and a picturesque spot which 
vein Sin hot Springs every where. A large tract of land in the 
hot y 7 the village is full of hot springs ranging from extremely 
ot ane ‘warm water. People from far off places flock to these 

ir “he for taking bath and getting themselves relieved of 
“Onstry umatic diseases and troubles. A dharamshala has been 
io Ved at this place for common people who come there 
Water ot the tehsil and outside. There is a tank in which hot 
by Some *$ out. This tank is given a good cleansing every year 

People from Chitto village. 


to 
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alley there are some of the higheg 


ail V 
Around Machat res, Ba rnaj-II 6290 metres and Shiy L; 


| : 1¢ 
like Barnaj-] 6100 n These peaks remain Snow 


_ e sca level. 
6000 metres abov , ) W cy 
throughout and have not been scaled so far. Sapphire Mineg 


located at a height of about 14000 feet or 4267 metres op n 
above Suncham village some 40 kms away fos 


mountain top ar 
Zanskar) from Machail via Umag Ls 


Atholi on way to Padam ( 


Chander Bhaga River 


The Chandra and Bhaga, the two main streams, rise on th, 
opposite side of Bara Lacha Pass at a height of 5100 metres j, 
Lahul Sipiti of Himachal Pradesh. Chandra rises in Lahul an 
issues from a large snow bed on the south eastern side of Bar 
lacha at a height of 16221 feet (4944 metres) and Bhaga rises o 
= north western slopes of the pass. After traversing 88 Kms the 

handra joins Bhaga near Tandi after flowing 104 Kms. Now the 
Pas ase known as Chandra-Bhaga river flows throush 
. _ ne hecho erstwhile Chamba state and then enters Padda 
sacs Ge a. district at an elevation of 6000 feet (182 
Which means dedotirer por ee an re 
Nala flowing from Machail xander, the conqueror. The Bho 
hs fntihaees Side of Paddar joins Chander Bhag! 

till it T of Atholi tehsil. Some more streal 
reaches Bh = 
andarkut near Kishtwar to you 


Marwa 1; 
now ¢ ~ Te TIVEr, it 
alled Chena river, Its San 7 ie this place onwards tt" 

krit name is Asikini. 


The Chande 
"ees of Paddar like Chitty aut 4S Paddar into two parts. Sol 
undal, Jar, Tatapani, Kartl 


and Kidry are ON its et sid voli K 
i Sl ; 
Gulabpa 'S about 200 S all other villages are 0? th 
de and | ~» Feet (6 Metres) down below where 
from Bara Po has to lraverg ar the bank of the river On 1g y 
throug} “acha © about 61] ki ile 
NBN the lower hits YT between st lometres (380 ™ ine! 
8. Steep mountains and 


mighty po 
“C)) » W eo. 
Project has bea Potential « 


ow Crea 


ul Hast; 


. f 
Ver the Hydr o Electric Po" 


tiver Chander Bag 
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which generates 390 Mega Watt power. Former Prime Minister 
of our country Smt. Indira Gandhi laid the foundation of this 
project on April 15, 1983. Now the project has been completed 
and commissioned in April, 2007. The project is going to change 
the destiny of the area. The tunnel, about ten Kilometres in 
length, has been bored from Dul to Hasti beneath Kishtwar 
plateau. The water of Chander Bagha will be diverted from Dul 
to Hasti. 


The climate of Paddar is rigorous. In winter it is snowing 
heavily, which some times measures about 4 to 5 feet. People 
store the commodities for the winter months much in advance. 


History of Paddar 


Paddar had been muled by petty Ranas from times immemorial. 

A Rana ruled his Rajwara consisting of three to five villages. It 

was inhabited mostly by Thakur community, though Harijans also 
lived there. Brahmans were in minority. Muslims migrated from 
Kishtwar are found settled at Atholi and Afani only. In some 
villages like Suncham, Hango, Haloti, Lussani, Kaban, Chag, Tun 

and Chakori Bhuddhist live in majority. Dress diet and culture of 
Paddaries was somewhat different from Kishtwari culture in olden 
days, but now people of this area have also adopted the same 
dress, diet and culture. People were mostly serpent worshippers 

but they observed other Hindu rites and rituals as well. One sees 
temples raised to different Nag-devtas or serpent gods, which are 
adorned with wood carvings of snakes of many forms. Each 
Village has a temple of its deity, the doors of which are adorned 

with wood carvings of snakes. The doors are opened only once 

i a month, on a particular day, preferably on the day of sankranti 

oe first day of each month of Bikram area. The Ranas used 

: realize some grain for their maintenance from the people of 

| eir Rajwaras. They also collected woolen blankets and forest 
| Products from the inhabitants of their locality. This way they 
csministered their Rajwaras and defended their Rajwaras from 

© Invasions of other Ranas. 
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Invasions of Kishtwar Rajas 

Raja Rai Dev, the ruler of ee ee o“* Raja Who 
deputed his wazir Mangal Rat for t er q i i addar. He 
defeated the Ranas of Jar & Kadail an : ougHt ths Whole area 
under his control, He established his master's rule in the Conquereg 
territory and returned to Kishtwar triumphantly after amassin 
large booty consisting of cash, cows, bulls, sheep and goats. Raja 
Sangram Singh of Kishtwar invaded Sazar and brought it under 
his control, However, Paddar area beyond these areas enjoyed 
independence under their Ranas. 


Rana Shetal Singh 


ong 
who played an 
omprising few 
village. He extended his 


Y Raj 
According] | aja of Chamba 


, Y, Raj 

bridge) w: Ja Ch . 

ait ®) with a band ) sen Singh crossed Sansari Jullah (fo 
veeeen attack on the £ ” © hundred soldiers and had * 
ware Caught unawares orces: of Raja Shetal Si h The fore 
‘ hetal Singh’s forces th Mvading forc Ingn. 
at Shetalgarh The f at lead to ‘e €S pounced upon i 
Singh fought bravely 'CCS Were defeat a battle between the 


fi | 
but was ulti ated and put to sword. She 


m 


ately killed in the battle f° 


\ 
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Thus ended the rule of local Ranas. Shetalgarh was renamed as 
Chaturgarh after the name of Raja Chatur Singh of Chamba 
which got the popular name of Chhatergarh in due course of 
time. The fort at Shetalgarh and the Shetal Singh’s mension at 
Leondi were destroyed and a new fort was constructed at 
Chaturgarh. After Chatur Sihgh’s reign the Raja’s of chamba 
exercised their sovereignty over Paddar for six seven generations. 
The Ranas of Paddar were restored back to their original positions 
and were appointed as Kardars or revenue collectors in their 
respective Rajwaras. The area enjoyed peace and prosperity 
thereafter. 7 


Rattanu Palsar of Paddar 


When the last ruler of Kishtwar Raja Mohd. Teg Singh 
surrendered to Dogra Maharaja Gulab Singh of Jammu in 1821 
AD., Rattan Singh, one of the Wazirs of Teg Singh, fled away 
to Chamba and took shelter or refuge under its Raja Charat 
Singh. The Raja appointed him as Palsar or chief official of Paddar 
territory. Thus he became the administrator of Paddar. He proved 
to be a good administrator of -his time. In about 1825 A.D. he 
marched against Zanskar and attacked Padam. He defeated 
Gayalpo (Raja) of Padam who acknowledged the suzerainty of 
Raja of Chamba. This was a great achievement for Rattan Singh 
of Paddar who was popularly known as Rattnu Palsar. 


In 1835 A.D. two generals of Maharaja Gulab Singh, under 
the command of Zorawar Singh Kalhoria, the Governor of Kishtwar 
after conquering Zanskar returned to Kishtwar via Paddar after 
‘ossing Umasi La or Bardhar pass. They were Mehta Basti 
ee and Wazir Lakhpat of Kishtwar who had joined the 
, istration of Gulab Singh in 1821 A.D. They kept a contingent 
as 30 men in Chhatargarh to keep up the communication 
he their garrision in Zanskar. Meanwhile the people of Zanskat 

ised a standard of revolt againt Dogra rule and the Dogra 
Salrision had been put to the sword. On hearing this Rattan Singh 
“tred up the people and captured the Dogra soldiers. Some of 
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ia as prisoners. This annoyed the Bre 
r Singh the Governor of Kishty, 
a conquest of Paddar — 


Chamba 


| Zorawa 
ausc for the Dogr 


them were sent to 
conqueror Genera 
This became the c 


ar by the Dogra Chief 


Zorawar Singh marched in persg, 
Palsar with a large force of aboy, 


300 soldiers to avenge the insult meted out = him. Rattam 
Palsar broke down the bridge over Chander Bagna river, the only 
‘nk from Atholi to the other two valleys. It took about three 
months to construct a Julla bridge over Bhotnala with stout ropes 
in order to advance under the cover of night and enter 
Chhatargarh.The Chamba forces under Rattan Singh were 
defeated and the fort was raised to ground. Some people of 
Paddar were hanged while some others were mutilated. The 
territory of Paddar was thus annexed to Kishtwar. Chhatergarh 
was named as Gulabgarh and a new fort at the site of the old one 
was erected. The debris of the old fort and the town of 
ee is still found at Gulabgarh behind the fort. Rattan 
es eee a Chamba but the Raja of Chamba, in order 10 

ns with the Dogra ruler, sent him to Jammu a 


a prisoner. However, the Do ' 
prison after ab gra Raja released him from the 


Out 4 ve . . s 
ie becsies years and took him into his service. Pada! 


Singh piel a a. of Kishtwar In 1838 A.D. when Zorawa! 
Chashoti © Kishtwar via Umasj La, he built a fort 
| On Way to Gulabgarh from Machail 


Land Revenue System in Paddar 


Conquest of Padd 


In the spring of 1836 A.D. 
against the forces of Rattanu 


The Chamba rulers introd 
of realizing one fourth of pr a 
as land revenue, throug 
to hold their own land 


Se€rvices were, allowed aq 


ced for the first time the syste” 
h the H See kind, from the land owne? 
free of all na families, who were allow 
lone SSessment and in lieu of the 
Later on it was assessed Ne in kind in addition to the muafis 
lehri of six ploughs, as at the rate of rupees five to eight PY 


Plough 
half ghumouns. Rupee was . msl to to represent four 2" 
| annas, 
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piscovery of Sapphire Mines of Paddar 
J 


There was a chance discovery of sapphire mines in Paddar 
gana in 1881 A.D., during the Dogra rule of Maharaja Ranbir 
singh. The mines are located at a height of about 4,267 metres or 
14.000 feet above sea level on the mountain top above Sunchan 
village some 40 kilometres from Atholi. In 188] A.D. there was 
hardly any habitation in the village. Suncham is 3385 metres or 
1100 feet above sea level. Maharaja appointed an officer to look 
after the affairs of these mines. Necessary measures were taken 
to protect the mines. In 1882 and 1883 A.D. the working on the 
mines yielded about 7,2207 tolas and fetched about 4 lakh rupees 
in the world market for which Paddar earned name and fame. A 
department of mining was established in 1909 A.D. which was 
later on named as J&K Minerals Ltd. The extraction work has 
been stopped for the last two decades. 


Calamities in Paddar 


During the winter of 1978-79 village Batwas in Gandhari 
Nala of Paddar was washed away by an avalanche which slided 
down from the nearby hill top. The area experienced the heaviest 
snowfall during this period with the result that the houses of the 
village Were washed away. Only a few houses built on an elevated 
place were saved. Nearly 48 persons were buried alive under the 

"ris. Many families were rendered helpless. The fear of the 
“4’astrophy lasted for many years. 


Te the winter of 1978 A.D. village Lussani in Machail valley 

ar got gutted mysteriously. People were rendered homeless 

sy “utfered a lot, Timber for construction of their houses was 
Pied to the sufferers free of cost. 


in Ass December 23, 2006 fire broke out in one of the sara 

| 107 Sal area of Paddar, where about 17 houses were gutted ss 

| Tom agers were. rendered homeless. Voluntary organiza 7 

| Mini shtwar rendered all possible help to the fire see irre 

Mien Sh. GN. Azad, M.L.A. Kishtwar Sh. S.A. ne 
* Sh, Brij Mohan Sharma and many local leaders 
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= spot to asses the los al 


th 


we aa a ited 
Kishtwar visi ee 
he victims. 


possible help to t 
Education 
Development of ened at Jatapani Paddar by Maharaj, 
A Primary School se “a eGALD. Sesto dee nie 
Nt OT in a Gone places which imparted education tp 
aaa epson of the society. During the democratic mj, 
yeas rm many Primary and Middle schools WeTe Opened, 
High School Atholi was raised to the status of a Higher Secondary 
School in 1986 A.D., which was previously raised to the statys 
of a High School in 1966 A.D. At present there are about five 
High Schools including Girls High School Atholi. Other high schools 
are at Masu, Machail, Sohal and Ligri. 


Governor Jag Mohan’s Visit to Atholi 


| During Governors rule over J&K state Governor Sh. Jagmohan 
paida visit to Kishtwar and then to Paddar on May 23, 1986 and 
sanctioned funds for the beautification of Atholl. 


Paddari Language 


language Ladakhi o 


r Bodhi, 
Kashmiri. Folk son oe 
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jomposed hymns and songs on a varicty of themes, 
fone 2 tremendous job in inspiring the people of p 


muggle for the redressal of their grievances. 


They have 
addar who 


Gulabgarh Mela 


A grand fair is held at Gulabgarh every year on the first da 
, a" | y 
of Assuj (Ashwan Sankriti). People from all over Paddar come 
to see the fair. Folk singers and folk dancers entertain the public 
throughout the might. A big fire is lit in the Mela round which 
people sing and dance. “Chela,” a devotee of the diety, who is 
supposed to possess some supernatural power, performs many 
acts of astonishment. He walks over the glowing embers bare 
footed without any harm. One of the Chelas brings a small tree 
uprooted from the nearby jungle at the dawn of the day in the 
fair. People get excited over the great feats of these Chelas. A 
temporary bazaar is also set up at the site of the Mela. People 
purchase articles of their choice.Fairs are also held at various 
other places in Paddar villages. | 


Machail Yatra 


Recently village Machail in Paddar has turned out to be 
important place of religious importance & sanctity because of the 
temple of ‘Chandi Mata’. On the day of first Bhadon or Bhadoon 
Sankranti (15 or 16" August) every year, when the doors of 
lemples in Paddar are thrown open, a big mela is held outside 
Chandi Mata temple at Machail where people from all over Paddar 
“semble and offer prayers to the deity and invoke olen 
mace or Holly Chhari of goddess Chandi Mata is taken oe: 
he devotees from village Chinote Bhadarwah, the home : ms 
Thakur Kulbir Singh. Under his auspicious control a pl oe A 
* taken to Machail with people singing bhajans n Pe chanting 
80ddegs amidst beating of drums, playing upon a Tea 

Mantras, Now-a-days the yatra is also taken ay layed the 
“Usands of devotees join the yatra. Ts ithe £ paddar and 
—— Seatest tole in highlighting the pecull 


arities OF 
: irl ure. 
| “Sneing among people the spirit of advent 
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and Sculpture of paddar 
om Athol towards Massu and NO ergs 
*N -Shiva bull, stands sculptured 10 front of Shiva 
pond t has been sculptured from a hard sand stone 
x contours and impressions indigenously 
tors. Phe statue is about 4 feet in length 
saddle sculptured over the hump ang 
0 visible on the back of the Nandi. A 
t, is also Se* sculptured in the rear 


with all physic 
disposed of by 
and three fect 


fringed with design 1s clear 
Shiva’s attendan 


Gana, Lord 
of the statue. 
Many household articles such as utensils, pestles, mortars etc 
ven at present in some parts of Paddar. Chiselling 


are sculptured ¢ 
cutting and finishing of stone is remarkable and appreciable in 


this type of stone art. The artists are still at work to continue their 


traditional stone art. 


Dress and Diet 


Pts ae alee of Paddar we find people wearing woollen 
lgcally called ‘Ka peicage a cap covering the head and the ears 
type which is bound - They wear grass, shoes of a particular 
named as “Pulhor” 2 ae and has a pointed nose locally 
clothes which kee th winter it is stuffed with rags of woollet 

p the wearer warm and fit for travel over sno" 
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vfilitants Attacked Sharoti Dhar in Paddar 


Militants gunned down 13 persons and critically wounded five 
other persons on 3-8-2001 at village Luddar in Paddar area on 
charoti Dhar. Only three persons were able to flee from the the 
clutches of the militants. All the victims were putting up in the 
ghok at higher reaches of Luddar along with their cattle. Militants 
suddenly appeared there in the darkness of night and opened 
discriminate firing. The whole area of Paddar was plunged into 
onef and sorrow. The victims belonged to Luddar and Kundal 
villages of Paddar. | 


Video Coach Accident Near Shashu 


A Video Coach No. 6949 JKO2T belonging to Karan travels, 
wich was on way from Atholi to Jammu, rolled down into river 
Chandra Bhaga near village Shashu about 20 Kms from Atholi 
on 7-4-2006 in the morning. Out of about fifty passengers only 
three passengers could jump out of the coach and swam to 
safety. Three dead bodies were fished out from the river. All 
efforts of the administration for fishing out dead bodies were 
unsuccessful. This was the greatest tragedy which sent shock 


waves through out the entire Kishtwar area. 
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History of Marwa, Warwan and Dachhay 
————$————$$ $$ 


Marwa-Warwan is a long narrow valley lying to the south. 
cast of Kashmir and north — west of Kishtwar district headquarte; 
It is separated by lofty range of mountains. It is about 60 km in 
length and |’ km. in breadth. The sides on either side of Marwa 
river, locally called Mariev Sudher (Marud vridha of Rig Ved) are 
very steep. The upper portion of the valley is called Warwan and 
the lower portion is called Marwa. Marwa — Warwan. is linked 
with Anantnag district of Kashmir by Margan and Hukhsar passes 
at a height of about 4470 mt and 4300 mt. respectively above 
sea level whereas Suru Zanskar is linked with Marwa — Warwan 
valley by Bhot Kol or Lanwilla pass at a height of about 4421 
mts. above sea level. Nunkhun mountain top with a height of 
about 7135 mts. above sea level stands as a guard against any 
onslaught from this side. Warwan valley is most beautiful and 
picturesque valley in Kishtwar district, which abounds in various 


aay vegetations springs, forests, wild animals and medicinal 
erbs, 


Pargana of erstwhile Kishtwar stal¢ 
area of about 872 square kilomet!® 
souls as per census 2001. Marv 


| Principality founded by one a 
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Glimps 
‘ein Marwa. Due to the remoteness from the capital of Kahan 
pal, it maintained its independence under his successors. Kalhana., 
> author of Rajatarangini written in 1148-49 A.D. had not 
even mentioned the name of Marwa or Warwan valley.It had no 
relation of any kind with Kashmir kingdom. Bamzai,the author of 
“History of Kashmir” says at page 181, “We have no reference 
of this tract in Rajatarangini and it is doubtful if this belonged 
o the Kashmur kingdom under Hindu rule.” It came into contact 
sith Kashmir Governors at a very late stage. The descendants 
of Raja Deep Sen were converted to Islam in seventeenth century 
during Mughal rule and title of ‘Malik’ was conferred on the 
Ranas, the decendants of the Raja.The first convertee of the 
ruling class was Rana Lutaf Ullah Khan. During this period one 
Mukhtar Malik was the chief of Marwa-Warwan. R.C. Kak 
writes in “Antiquities of “Marev- Wardwan” at page 15, “Mukhtar 
Malik of Marev, commonly known as Mukhta Raja, is descended 
from one Lutaf Ullah Khan, who is said to have come from 
Bengal at what time is not known. Their original patronymic 
seems to have been ‘Raina’ (should be Rana) which is often 
associated with their names in the Mughal farmans (orders) and 
other documents preserved in the family”. During the reign of 
Mughal emperor Jehangir in 1620 A.D., Dilawar Khan, the 
Governor of Kashmir was ordered to reduce Kishtwar. Accordingly, 
he despatched, for the first time, a force under Jamal Khan, one 
of his generals, via Margan pass. This force passed through 
Warwan Marwa, Dachhan valley before joining other two forces 
at Bhandarkut — the confluence of Chandra Bhaga and Marev 
udhar (Marwa river). Till then Marwa valley was not known to 
ir rulers and later on to Mughal and Afghan governors. 
erived from a 


The nam to have been d 
hy e of Marwa seems is anita Rig 


Mn of Nadi Sukhta 10/75/5 mentioned in the tenth : 
an Which mentions the name Marud Vridha (the wind pall 
Ver which flows from north to south through kucsouee fh 
_ _4tWa valley of erstwhile Kishtwar State, which was ‘895 
nated to a province in 182] A.D., and then to a district re 
“and finally to a tehsil of Udhampur district in 19 


CE Scanned with OKEN Scanner 


Glimpses O Ki: 
70 7 Pp f ishtwar ‘Tiston 


Now, it has become a district. This river rises from Sag lan 
on the Bhot Kol pass leading into suru on the extreme 7 ley 
Warwan valley and flows southward, joining Chenab 4 Shana 
Bhaga above Kishtwar at Bhandarkut Its Sanskrit name iy. 
Near Dadpath Chatru nallah joins this river. The Rig Vedi 


KKinj 
runs as under: 


Attend to this my song of praise O Ganga 
Yamuna, Sarswati, Sutudri, Purushri, 
logether with Asikini, O Marud Vridhg and 


With 
Vitasta,O Arj-ikiya, listen with Sushoma. 


Marwa - Warwan valley was populated by Hindy 
before 17" century A.D. no , eles 


lived in erstwhile Kishtwar 


1S not known. |. taf Ullah Kho 
> IS said b on wi 
come from Bengal. This i - : 


fn, the chief of 
Marw s+ . 
M 2 principal : 5 bol 
Who hailed fro arwa were ruled § Pality, clear.Thu 


Mahara; ss 
. or Ja Gul | 
Province Mukhtar ni Singh Kahluria a a ie tt? 
He organized K or Mukhta nia overnor 0 wan? 
made friendship With moo? from a the chief 0 a: 
district on th, . aliks Twa—Warwan are wh 
1¢ Other side of Ma of Naubug area of Ana! i 


T ‘ | 
ean. He entered into matrim” 


4 regular 


| 
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,{lianc® pen rte as ana the daughter of Nama; : 
* Noubus: He oes contrived to WIN favours of ? Malik 
ot Governors of Kashmir especially Mir Hazar ughal and 
4D. and agreed to present one hawk 
vent yone sheep annually. Annual tribute of 6( Villag 
sallected by Namdar Malik and after keeping one thir 
ihe remaining two third was to be sent to Mukht 
arrangement continued for more than ten years. Th 
of Mukhtar Raja were holding an elevated position than other 
sasants of Marwa. They were not even pcadman, Lumberdar 


or Zaildar of that area but’ were exampt af forced labour and 


revenue cess. In Mughal farmans Ranas, descendants of Rajas 
had been addressed as Raina. Malik was also the title conferred 
on them. 


, four horses four Boats and 


CS was to be 
d for himself 
a Raja. This 
€ descendants 


In 1832 A.D. Kanwar Sher Singh became the Sikh Governor 
of Kashmir. Mukhta Raja got the contract of revenue collection. 
He was a tyrant collector and people of Marwa turned against 
him.Some public representatives of Marwa namely Barkhurdar 
Malik, Daim Malik, and Zafar Lone approached Uttam Padiar, 
he Kardar (revenue collector) of Dachhan. Zorawar Singh was 
Governor of Kishtwar. He lead his first expedition to Ladakh in 
1833 A.D. Mukhta Raja fled away to Kashmir without giving any 
sistance. Later on he was won over to his side by Zorawar 
Singh, During the expedition to Ladakh 500 soldiers of ais 
Under the command of Barkhurdar Malik, crossed Bhot oe he 

Ip the army of Zorawar Singh. Marwa was annexed to Kishtwé 


Provinee during 1833-34 A.D. 


, Village Hanzal, about 90 Km. towards n 
ony to Marwa valley. tis PoP lation extends to 
bot uslims at present. From there the eee sno mile oF {WO 
kis Sides of the river Marwa upto Yaurdu abou q N.E.S. block 
aatttes from Nowpachi,the capital of aa 00s 
(Ae headquarter. From there 0 re situated. People 
Jer) Where f. hot springs of Marwa 4 hot bath anc 
tty ; ia amous ho ca el to this place mi water has 
Shmir and Kishtwar trav: © 5. This v 
7 themselves relieved of rheumatic trouble 


orth side of Kishtwar, 
lated both by Hindus 
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d cures many patients. The other branch 
wa (Marev Sudhar) traverses is calleg 
Warwan valley. It is also a N.E.S. block sap sour Panchayats 
venine block has six Panchayats. As at poke ici of 
2001 the population of Marwa Is Pune ie ‘a Meier is 
7.902. There were 138 souls of Schedule oie lock 
It has one higher secondary school and one perro chm, 
whereas Warwan has only one higher sie as “ yuu 
are a number of middle and primary schools in se blocks 


Marwa-Warwan has 2] revenue villages namely Yaurdu, Tele, 
Changer, Dehrna, Drarri, Ranai, Pathgam, Qaderna, Nowpachi 
and Nowgam in Marwa and Arwan, Inshan, Afti, Basmana, 
Mulwarwan, Brayan, Choidraman, Rikanwas, Sukhnai, Margi, 
Gomri and Monkli in Warwan area.None of these villages have 
so far been linked by motorable road either from Kishtwar side 
or from Kashmir side. Sukhani is the last village in Warwan area. 
Rikanwas was called Rishiniwas (abode of Rishis) in ancient 
times where Shiv Lingas (icons) and other remains are found. 
Rishis or Sages compiled Rig Ved at this place. At present Hindu 
population is found in village Changer only besides Hanzal 


medicinal propertics an 
where from river Mar 


, 


Large area of Marwa and Warwan is covered with thick 
forests of pine and spruce trees whereas deodar is rare.These 
forests on hilly slopes of this valley are infested with wild animals 
axe Stage, Ibex (Kail), Thar (Mountain goat), Kras, Lion, Leopard 
Tiger, Porcupine etc. People have domesticated horses, cow’, 
buffaloes, bulls, sheep, goat, dog, etc. In forests medicinal herbs 


Walnut, and Ae etc. are produced in this valley. Beans (Rajmash), 
exported to other parts of fig Pargana are famous 


ate. 
Climat 
It is cise awa Warwan valley is rigorous and at = 
snowfall during summer months. This valley experiences hea 
such | we Winter months, People have built their hous 
a manner that Snowfall has no effect on them. They st0 


4 
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stables and other items of daily consumption in 
advent of winter. 
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advance of the 


period of Calamities in Marwa-Warwan 


On 29" September, 2006 fire broke out in 
Marwa at night. Eighteen houses were 
svo were partially gutted. 


Qadarna village of 
completely gutted and 


On the night of 22"° October, 2007 Margi village of Warwan 
area was reduced to ashes in a devastating blaze. 160 houses and 
nearly 100 cowsheds were gutted in the fire. 107 persons sustained 
injuries and 1500 people were rendered homeless. The government 
provided all possible help and relief to the victims. 


HISTORY OF DACHHAN 


Geographical Features 


The tract from Ekhala to Hanzal is known as Dachhan. It is 
a land locked area quite independent of either Marwa or Kishtwar 
although it has been a part of Marwa tehsil. On the upgradation 
of Marwa Niabat as tehsil in the year 2005, Dachhan was given 
the status of a Niabat under Marwa tehsil. Prievously it was a 
Patgana of erstwhile Kishtwar tehsil. It has an area of 100.50 sq. 
MS. out of 873 sq. Kms. of Marwa tehsil comprising five revenue 
Villages of Chichha Dachhan, Lohrna, Janakpur, Lopara and Sonder. 
nine panchayat Halqas and four patwar Halqas. Population 
‘ Dachhan as per census 2001 was 10,278 souls which ae 
rie Bone to 12,367 as per 29.04% decadal growth rate on 3 ‘ 
“ember, 2007, Panjdhara, the chief village of Dachhan, © 
lated on the left bank of Mariev Sudher river. This river “ot - 
t. Valley into two with better half of population on left side. 
_ handra Bhaga at Bhandarkut. 


of = bridal path from Ekhala to So 

Conige. 15 Kms. passes through a de 3 

Vill T trees without having any habitation eH 
- Which is situated about a kilometer 
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janza\ another a _ tract jg 
ikewise from Lop ut any habitation in etween. Thy: 
ored by forests wit hhan from Kishtwar side and Hanz,) 
; han side. The distance frog, 


44 


tohlu. | 
also coverct ' 
~ the Gateway h 
ikhala 15 the Ga ; om Dac ; 
. he Gateway '0 arw J ara by foot 1s about 50 Kms. ang 
; agin Kishtwar to jac it is about 32 Kms. Thus 
us sli § 

from Nowpachi vai ther linked — nor to 
is BOOB ; ; ard over it o; 

<a ied separate entity. Lofty hills svat’ ope hy : 
tt cle S ow clad Brahma peaks 6416 an , sickle 
oh ene Thunthur or Crooked Finger 5710 metre and 


6575 metre, | 
Bieta oat 6200 metre above sea lavel all enhance the beauty 


of Dachhan and beckon the trekkers to lead expeditions on these 
high mountains. Except Sickle Moon none of these mountain 
cliffs have so far been scaled. 


Sacred Places in Dachhan 


| Dachhan branches out in three ‘nalas’ called Nanth Nala, 
Kibber Nala and Kiyar Nala.All these ‘nalas’ have habitations on 
higher reaches. Kibber Nala which branches off near Sonder 


village is a famous nala for j on 
Or its antiquity. Ved 
have been composed in this é quity. Hymns of Athar 


to this whole area. Nanth 


havi - a mMounta; . 
aving a dip in its wale: pan 


© Water of 
? 200ut 4 Km Dp 
a hill thr; ¢ , . down below 0 
Tsang J Ya stream Occasionally flows dov 
Come from, lrac] In Stream comin ° from B rahnss! 
Bet a ch tf places | and a gift to humanity. Pilg 
peeing upwards PPortunity for a bath. °° 
ra Which is instantly * 


© rety 
S mM 
ONEr their Pra “lsappointed On their way 


. in the temples of Hud 
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and Kaikut. Bathastal, a long shallow natural grotto is about a 
,ilometre from Suid.It has a narrow mouth through which water 
ows and the visitors have to pass through a tunnel, with torches, 
to reach 2 spacious chamber on the ceiling of which some letters 
, Brahmi script are found inscribed. R.C. Kak, the author of 
«Antiquities in Marev-Wardwan,” has given a full description of 
this cave at page 25 of the book. This shows that the sages used 
such secluded places for compiling and composing hymns of 
- sacred scriptures. However, this area has been ignored by the 
successive governments and no effort seems to have been made 
to bring these parts of scenic beauty on the tourist map of India 
for their development. Kiyar Nala is another valley branching off 
near Chhicha to Kiyar, a village at a distance of about 10 Kms. 
from Panjdhara Dachhan. It has dense forest all along the 
route. Hot springs are situated at this place. By climbing up a hill 
infront of Kiyar village on its right side one finds an easy access 
' to Dehrna village of Marwa thereby saves a long distance in 
covering the route via Lopara to Hanzal village and then to 
Nowpachi,the headquarter of Marwa tehsil. 


History of Dachhan 


In about 10‘ century A.D. Deep Sen, son of Kahan Pal, the 

- first historical ruler of Kishtwar, marched via Dachhan then ruled 
by local Ranas, to Marwa where he founded a small principality 
: for himself. Dachhan, though conquered by Deep Sen, maintained 
MS independence because of its remoteness both from Marwa 
wd Kishtwar principalities. During the reign of Lachhman Dev, 
oo! Kishtwar, an expedition was led by the Raja himself to 
ish the authority of local chiefs. He put them to sword and 
: Plished his authority over Dachhan which became a pargana 
Shtwar. It was ever since been ruled by Kishtwar Rajas. 


The descendants of Deep Sen were converted to Islam. 
‘th. “ame into contact with the governors of Kashmir. During 
,. Petiod one Mukhtar Malik, commonly known as ee 
*, was chief of Marwa. He was descendant of naa on 

Who descended from Deep Sen and changed his rep 
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Mukhta Raja got the contract for revenue collection of Ma 

during the Sikh rule of Kashmir in 1829 A.D. He proveg , 
collector who fleeced people. People of Marwa rose against |; 
and lodged a complaint to Uttam Padiar, the Kardar of Dachh. 
under Zorawar Singh, the Governor of Kishtwar th “ 


leader rie : rough the 
eaders Barkhurdar Malik, Diam Malik and Zaffar Lone Tk 
became a cause for the annexation of Marwa to Kishtwar . 
1834 A.D, T here is nO mention of Marwa, Warwan or Dachhe, 
in Kalhan S Rajatarangini written in 1148-49 AD. This h 
that this whole tract: was not known to Kings of Kas a 
such, Dachhan being part of Kashmir kingd rien 


A a 
da lyrans 
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The area from Barshala village on the right side of the river 
Chandra-Bhaga to Pirpanchal, comprising present Doda, Ramban 
and Banihal tesils was once a part of Kishtwar kingdom. This ~ 
area was linked with Kishtwar kingdom by a Jullah bridge called 
Seighat near Kandni on the National High Way IB. The old name 
from Seighat to Doda was Mahabal. This area was not a separate 
state like Bhadarwah, Basohli, Chenani etc. It was ruled by local — 
chiefs like Ranas, Rathas, Katoch, Manhas, Chib, Thakur, Gakhar. 
In Siraz area Ranas ruled over the Rajwaras, while Katoch ruled 
over Doda, Dessa and Pogal Paristan. Kastigarh was under Bahu, 
Manhas and Chib chiefs. Ramban and Kanthi were ruled by 
Thakurs. Banihal was under Pal, Wain and Gakhar chiefs. Besides, 
Mahu Mangat was ruled by local chiefs and Dangbattal, which 
also formed part of Kishtwar kingdom, was under Rais - a 
Rajput subcaste. Thus the whole area was parcelled out into 
Various Rajwaras, each rajwara being ruled by local chief. There 
Was no central government which could consolidate the kingdom 
under one rule. Rajas of Kishtwar often invaded Banihal area 
then called Banshala. It was under these circumstances that 

shtwar Rajas led various expeditions to conquer this land and 
ncxed it to Kishtwar kingdom. Raja Bhagwan Singh brought 
ce Ramban, Dangbattal, Pogal Paristan and Banihal nee 
a by defeating local chiefs. Thus the whole ayea 0 
 nuled % Ramban tehsil and Dangbattal now called Goo| was 
| y Kishtwar Kings. 
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; Tehsil 
History of Erstwhile Ramban Tehsi 


‘ichtwar kingdom was ruled by independent rulers u 
1821 AD. what Raj Gulab Singh, the Dogra chief leq, 
expedition to conquer Kishtwar. Without oe oreP of bl 
Mohd. Teg Singh, Raja of Kishtwar, surrendered be ore hi 
Doda. This way Kishtwar state was annexed to Jammu Kingdom 
Ramban remained a part of Kishtwar province under Various 
governors upto 1875 A.D., when it was reduced to the statys of 
a district under Wazir-Wazarat. The erstwhile state of Bhadanyah, 
was also administered by Wazir-Wazarat. This has been established 
by Shivjee Dhar, the then Wazir—Wazarat of Kishtwar and 
Bhaderwah,in his authored book “Tarikh-i-Kishtwar Written jn 
persian in 1881 A.D. and published by the department of Research 
and Publication Jammu and Kashmir Government in 1962 AD. 
This arrangement continued upto 1909 A.D., when Kishtwar and 
Bhaderwah districts were merged with Udhampur district Ramban, 
Bhaderwah and Kishtwar formed the three tehsils of Udhampur 


b-tehsil (Niabat) of Ramban tehsil at that 
time.In the year 1948 A.D. Doda district was Carved out af 
h Doda as its he 
ah w 


Ood 
M at 


Sil, and Mg atar. Shard! 
a, Jodhpur Jaithli, Dod, Mahala Gadatar, 


h agwah, Kastigarh, Cha 
NaS a Jagi Maharaja o.) et Of Ramban tehsil, Bhaden™ 
Of a tehsil of “8 and in 1931, it was raised to the sta” 
e Banized, ere district, Thus district Doda ™ 
twa Rambay. - a been further split in three distrists” 

Ishtwa ! Pad ti Kishtwar district has four te 
Includes D B dar an arwa wh Doda dist” 
l'he hi ll ? adery . ereas 


a ; tehsil 
ith dict: tan distrine 2) l@thri ang Gundoo as its ' il 
Ith dicte: Strict 
I “tric head quarter WO tehsils of Ramban and Ba” 
| Ramban, 
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Geographical Feat 

Doda city, the headquarter of Doda district hes between 
ude 75°36’ north and latitude 33°8’ east. It has 127 revenue 
oda town is situated on the right side of river Chander 
ghaga about two kilometres height from the river bed on the foot 
pill of a high mountain. It is 1143 metres above sea level. The 
area of district Doda is 2,306 sq. Kilometres. Doda used to be 
the winter capital of Kishtwar Rajas. From Verinag spring in 
Kashmir to Doda via Braribal pass in the south - east is 46 miles 
or 73 kilometres in distance. Doda stands connected with other 
parts of Doda tehsil by a Jullah bridge. From Kishtwar people 
used to travel via Sehghat bridge situated at Kandni. Now modem 
types of bridges have been constructed at Sebghat, Thathn, 
Premnagar and Pull-Doda. The first lever bridge was constructed 
over the river Chenab at Pull-Doda in 1936 A.D. by the order of 
Raja Gulab-Singh of Jammu. Doda and Mohalla were famous for 
the cultivation of poppy. People used to earn their livelihood by 
selling poppy seeds in the market which was used for making 
milk for tea, sauces, oil for use in many vegetable products and 
meat to give special taste or iustre to these items. The population 
of Doda tehsil as per census 7001 was 1,55,965 and the literacy 
rate was 46.92 %. | 

The name Doda emerged from the poppy cultivation in this 
area which in local dialect was called “Dundo”. This with the 
Passage of time changed into Doda. Another version 1s that a 
trader, Deeda by name, had established his work of utensil 
edie: at Nagri which became the source of the name of 

a. 


The villages of Doda, Mohala, Kastigarh and Kanth are 
called Kandi areas. During the reign of Kishtwar Rajas and for 
he time thereafter the route from Sehg 
. by the travellers. On way to Ramban there was 
Qila Gajpat”, where dangerous criminals and rebels wW 
. Prisoners. It is situated on a small hill and is surroun 
‘ver Chenab on its three sides. 


ures of Doda District 


longit 
villages: D 


hat to Ramban was 
a fort called 
ere lodged 
ded by the 
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~ Rajas “Nagri” now a yjjj 
, r Rajas lage 
Before the asi Se, aise of Doda. Shah Faridud Di 
near Doda agiiy nm from Dangbattal to Kishtwar, Stayed fo, 
Bagdadi, ’ res ri. A Ziarat (place of Pilgrimage) has eMergeq 
some days at ra name of Shah Sahib. The erstwhile Rajas had 
at this Piace ie near the village at the top of the slope down 
ie nie Chanab.This fort, which ia saan ay ute Rajas of 
Kishtwar for holding darbars, was demolished in 1952 A.D. and 
Higher Secondary School building had been constructed on that 
land. 


Lal Draman (a plain picnic spot) on the hill above Doda town 
is a salubrious place situated at a height of 2,432 metres above 
sea level. It is a picturesque spot which attracts people from all 
over the world to find peace and solace in its enchanting beauty 


Kandi area is bare of tree growth and only shrubs are found 
here and there besides trees like oak 


Ramban Tehsj 
i of Maharaja Partap Singh, Ram Dhan 
Ramban tehsil to th d Sag Presented Assessment Report : 
port the area of ‘A a ‘aja in 1919 A.D. According to th’ 
; the tehsi] Was 57] sq.miles or 1,478 84 
W a district; Present area of Ramban and Banili 
tehsil com "sed 163 i 56] Sq. kilometres. In 1904 AD. tH 
“even villages of wy... lages ing uding 20 Villages of Dangbaita!; 
°S Of Kung (ke Which Were transferred to a 
with mban te ud Were assessed separately leavi" 
""Sisted of 118 villages at the # 
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of settlement. In 1948 A.D., 18 villages of Chenani Jagir and 33 
villages of Udhampur tehsil were transferred to Ramban tehsil. 
These village. were Chakwa Khari, Lodhwal, Trangla, Bhandera, 
Darhalta. Thupal, Barthal, Shanpa, Batote, Dharmand, Karman, 
paprival, Sawanl, Khanchar, Chandarkot, Maitra, Parnote, Khanga, 

dri, Malti, Tanga, Badhol, Banza, Peeri, Dothan, Kothi, Bhatan, 
Kabhi, Baladat, Swani, Chila, Mana of Udhampur and Karseel, 
Baggar (Ramgarh) Ganota, Assar, Jathi, Karsu, Khatyar, Ranka, 
Lalhot, Chasroti, Kharonti, Blandpur, Savot, Bari, Charohta, Reinka, 
Lahot of Chenani tehsils. Thus boundary of erstwhile Doda district 
was extended upto Patnitop.In the year 1954 A.D., Doda tehsil 
was carved out of Ramban tehsil with 127 villages. Fifteen patwar 
halqas of Ramban were included in Doda tehsil. Its population as 
per the census 2001 was 86,042. 


The old name of Ramban was Nasanban which was changed 
into Ramban by Maharaja Gulab Singh. It is 680 metres above 
sea level and lies between longitude 75°17’ and latitude 33°14". It 
is situated on the National Highway 128 Km. from Jammu and 
175 Kms. from Srinagar. River Chander Bhaga (Chenab) flows 
on the left side of Ramban town. It served the purpose of a 
boundary line in the past. A stream rising from the higher reaches 
of Mahomangat is joined by small streams on its way to Nachlana 
village, where from the stream is called Bichlari stream. A stream 
from the Banihal side also joins at this place and becomes a river. 
It joins the Chenab about nine Kilometres ahead of Ramban. 

atote is an important town of this tehsil. At present it Is 

Niabat. It is situated on the National Highway 121 Kms. from 

‘mmu at a height of 1600 mts. above sea level. It is linked with 
ampur by Patnitop pass at a height of 2060 mts. 


This area lies in between Pir Panchal, Halan and Khadan 
tie ' On the west of Banihal is Mahomangat illaga. A stream 
‘Ng from the Pir Panchal flows on the right side of Banihal 
joins Bichlari stream. The old name of Banihal was Devgol 
waning a place of dense forests. Kalhan has given it.the name 
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arangini. It was inhabited by a tribe Calley 


ted from Chingam of Kishtwar to Baniha 
in a semi circle. This tract was named Khashyalia by Kalhan 
The early rulers of Banihal wel™ Dang ae and Bhagikak yj, 
belonged to Khash tribe. It was duc ie t ° SUCCESSIVE attach, 
from Kashmir side that Dang Pal was force to flee to an ~~ 
called Dangbattal after his name. Later on its name was changed 
to Gulabgarh after the name of Maharaja Gulab Singh. This ne 
now falls in Reasi district. The area of Banihal was inhabited by 
Gakhar clan of Panjab and Wain of Kashmir. Thus Hindu, Musiin, 
Rajput, Brahman, Harijan, Wain, Gakhar, Gujjar and Bakerya| 


live in this land. 


of Banshala in Rajat 
Khash who had penetra 


ehsil of Ramban district. Banihal town is 


Banihal is now a t 
situated 187 kms. from Jammu on the National Highway. Its 
bove sea level. It lies between 


stands at a height of 1660 mts. a 
latitude 33°27’ and longitude 75°16" . Population of Banihal tehsil 
as per census 2001 was 94,250. It has been linked with Kashmir 


valley by Jawahar Tunnel which was thrown open for traffic by 
Dr. Radha Krishanan Vice President of India in 1956. 


The climate of Banihal is rigorous. Winter is severe and tt 
experiences heavy snow fall. Summer is pleasant. The slopes 
around Banihal town are naked. The area from east Banihal (0 
coe wane of Kashmir valley is called Barfani Illaqa (snow! 
of the fae piel remains covered with snow for the better P’ 
Pogal Debisien eed ate season. It comprises 41 villages ° 
Thakur dynasti aiid “Upper reaches of Kastigarh. Katoch @" 
Rajwaras in their settled in this area long ago. They ruled ‘ 
dense forests of deoday ye velling. This area is covered » 

» conifer, pine and budlo trees. 


Histori 
° si Background of Doda, Ramban and Banihal 
uring th ! 
CAD, is heehee of Raja Jagat Singh of Kishtwa! o 
to conquer the ill ura) Singh was dispatched with 4 huge * 
all he conquered a on the other side of Seighat bridge. rin 
arshala and its adjoining areas called Mah at 


This illa a " 
4@ was named Swraj after the name of Sura) singh! 
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$0 conquered Kanth and Pogal areas and annex 
p Kishtwat een Tut then local chiefs ruled ove 
"gras. His son Bhag Singh led an expedition Over these 


ray ae to brin y 
gaia Bhaghwa and Kastigarh under his rule. He rata ' 


-ijlage and named it Bhaghwa after his name. Thus the area upt 

ee | ieee 0 
Kastigarh became a part of Kishtwar empire. Swraj was iy: 
changed into Siraj and then Siraz. 


ed these illaqas 


The local chiefs of Malwana illaga raised a standard of revolt 
against the rule of Kishtwar Raja during the reign of Narian 
Singh in 14 century. Raja himself proceded towards Malwana 
and brought the area under his rule after defeating the rebels in 
49 days. On his way back the village of Barshala was bestowed 
upon the Brahmans of the village as jagir. 


Raja Bijay Singh (Vijay Singh), the successor of Narian 
Singh faced resistance from the rebels (descendants of local chiefs) 
of Siraz who rebelled against the raja in a bid to reoccupy their 
lost rajwara. It took the Raja 42 days till the rebels were killed 
and the rebellion quelled. The Raja found a village Bajamni after 
his name and constructed a fort at the place. On his retum he 
went to Saroor were his whole family had come to meet their 
tlatives. All the members of the Raja’s family along with him 
Were massacred by his enemies. His seven years old son, Bhadur 
Singh, was the only survival. There was, however, no problem in 

‘ conquered area of his predecessors till then. In 163° AD. 
van Singh ascended the throne of Kishtwar. In the srg 
Period the Sardars of Kastigarh had again established thei 


e b \ t 
ln the as busy in fighting agains 
area as the Raja of Kishtwar W y marched against 


Invaders from Kashmir. Raja Bhagwan Singh 1 i‘ 
he and crushed all of them with iron eye ery 
eas OF | Dangbattal, Pope's © *. . 
wa and pean ire his He established two 


Ne to mark the 
b,. POSts, one each at Ramban a 


at Banihal 
abo ty limits of Kishtwar State. 


es aning, 
Ts a [ Kain me . 
_~ the town is still known as Kishtwa ter Kishtw™ 


Fs | e 
became Gre ered areas 


tw 
State ar stone. Kishtwar State sail the conde 


* The Raja established his rule 
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- : he locali 
and posted his officers, mostly from t ality to TUN the 


administration. 

Muslim Raja Kirat singh ruled over the state from 1664 
1728 A.D, He appointed one Chamel Singh as commander of the 
fort of Agasi in Gulabgarh (Dangbattal). The Raja of Raja, 
attacked Gulabgarh and besicged the fort. Chamel Singh put y 
stout resistance for some time but had ultimately to lay dow, hi 
arms in absence of any reinforcement from the Raja of Kishtwar 
However, Chemal Singh was dismissed from service. He fled 
towards Banihal and started looting and plundering of the area 
He took refuge in the upper reaches of Banihal which was name 
Chamalwas after his name. From there he fled to Warwan are, 
and kept himself busy in fighting against the Mughals of the 
valley. Raja looked after the conquered areas. | | 


During the regin of Raja Sujjan Singh (1778-81) a chief of 
Banihal, Karim Baksh, raised a standard of revolt and announced 
his independence. Raja of Kishtwar himself marched against him 
with a strong army and killed Karim Baksh in a fierce battle. He 
constructed a fort at Doda for his winter capital. 


I 
n 1781 A.D. Prince Anayat-Ullah Singh was imprisoned b) 


th 7 a 
: A palit ei, a Ranjit Dev of Jammu and kept him i 
wn this news reached Siraz and Kanthi, sot 


darin 

to a ee ‘ Teached Jammu in disguise and were abl 

Doda b Singh freed from th ‘son. They reach 
y trave € prison. [hey 


administrator of Kj h unknown places. Lal Dev, ! 
flee. Anayatullah Singh 
and crowned as Raj 


Th ide: 
© last ruler of x; 
Kishtwar : on i 

ery yo > Mohd. Teg Singh, sa °° oy 
e oan “ee. However, his maternal aun. f 
aie aS Prime Minin and Ram, a Kashmiri Pa" ‘08 
“re Rattan §j ster. The other claimants to th”, ip 
Singh of K; ngh war 6: er claiman ‘4 yi 
sien ishtwar who ha i ingh, two sons of _ ys ofl 
Cred into a C d the kingdom for forty ‘ ‘0 fe 


Onsp; 
Spiracy against the Raja who ha 
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wah. Rattan Singh and Anwar Si —_ 
0 yee 4 their kingdom. pene Singh oo occupied the throne 
pt ar. ban, Dangbattal and Bani Bot the arcas of Siraz 
cant Ramban, Vat al é anihal whereas Rattan Singh 
the Raja of the rest of the empire viz Kishtw: ; ingh 
ade Doda city as his capital. They ruled for 6 y one 
ea People tumed against them because of their sialic ath 
vas al opportune time for Mohd. Teg Singh, who under the able 
muidance of Nand Ram, entered Doda with a strong force from 
phaderwah. Anwar Singh fled to Kishtwar. Thus, Doda was 
antured without any resistance. People of Doda came forward 
for help to Mohd. Teg Singh. Under a plan both Rattan Singh and 
Anwar Singh were called to Mohalla for settling the dispute and 
vision of the empire. At Mohalla they were first entertained and 
served with an intoxicating food and then killed by one Mirullah 
of Udianpur Doda. Mohd. Teg Singh returned to Kishtwar 
triumphantly and sat on his ancestral.throne. Doda continued to 
be the winter capital of Raja. During his rule Jalu Rai, a Sardar 


(chief) of Dangbattal, raised a standard of revolt against the 


Raja. Mirza Miruila Beg, the commander of Kishtwar forces, 
to quell the revolt. Jalu Rat 


was despached with a strong force 
was killed in the battle and the revolt was crushed. 
The last ruler Mohd. Teg Singh surrendered before Dogra 
Raja Gulab Singh of Jammu in 1821 A.D: Thereafter the State 
became a province of Jammu which was governed by oe. 
lke Chain Singh, Mehta Basti Ram and ultimately Zorawat a 
Kahloria in 1823 A.D. After his martyrdom at Do Yo in Tibet. 
‘ber Singh became the Governor of Kishtwar. 


Revolt of Bikram Singh 


Sin The people of Doda an 
y gh of Jammu because he used 10 . of Kastigatl 
Bie daughters of Doda people. The aminday vat this. He 
— Singh by name, became furious OF heh, § n of ja 
° ingh, ‘ 

ted the people and also called Chae’ where he had taken 


Ohd. Teo Kas 
. Teg Singh of Kishtwar, from di ‘ 
“ete. Diwan Sarab Dayal and Mussad! padiar, tw° 
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Kishtwar stationed in Doda Fort —_ ae : the rebels 
old servent of Mohd. Teg Singh, Yassu . sink y Name, joineg 
Bikram Singh, Raja Gulab Singh dispate cd one Zorawar Singh 
son of Wazir Lakhpat with a strong contingent of army to Doda 
A fierce battle took place at Doda in which rebels Surrendereg 
and Bikram Singh fled away to Kashmir and Dilawar Singh ti 
away to Trilokpura in Kangra district of Himachal Pradesh, Nothing 
was heard about them later on. 


The Governor’s rule ended in 1872 A.D. In 1977 A.D. Kishtwa, 
province was down graded to the status of a district. In 1909 Ap 
It was further down graded and made a tehsil of Udhampu; 
district. Ramban along with Banihal and Doda was made another 


tehsil of Udhampur district. Thus ended the rule of Kishtwar over 
Doda, Ramban and Banihal. : 


On 6" July, 2006 Sh. GN. Azad government conferred district 
status to Ramban with Ramban and Banihal as its tehsils. It 
started functioning from 1-4-2007 with Ramban as its headquater. 


Besides, other offices a Degree College has also been established 
at Ramban in 2006. 


Dialects of Sirazi, Pogali and Rambani 


There are a number of 
Linguist, such as Pogali, Sir 


the valley of Chenab, Dialects Spoken in Pogal in Paristan, Doda 


rr nearer to Kishtwari and have ™ 
affinity to Kashmiri of Kashmir valley. They are thus dialects ° 
Kishtwari lan ms that Grierson has not thoroug!) 
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sentence structure, tone and accent is, toa great extent, the Same 
6 i Kishtwarl. In the hay days of Kishtwar, the kingdom of 
Greater Kishtwar included Siraz, Doda, Dessa, Ramban, Pogal, 
paristan, Banihal and Dangbattal. These areas were ruled and 
,dministered by officers from Kishtwar with the help of locals. 
Watch and Ward posts had been established in that area. The 
mutual interaction and settlement of some people from Kishtwar 
in the area brought about a change in the common speech of the 
Pahari speaking areas who adopted the dialect now spoken in the 
area. There are number of words in Pogli which astoundingly 
resemble with Kishtwari whereas some words are spoken in 
degenerated form. It belongs to Aryan group of languages. It has 
no affinity with the Kashmiri spoken in Kashmir valley. Kashmiri 
dialect is spoken by the Muslims in Banihal area. 3 


Sirazi 


In olden days Siraz area, extending from Seighat to Doda, 
Was called Mahabal. The people of this area spoke Sirazi which 
sa dialect of Kishtwari adjoining to its east side. It is much 
Corrupted and has been influenced by Bhaderwahi and Kashmiri. 
As Such, it can be called a mixed language. It also has resemblance 
wth Rambani spoken to western side. 


Rambani 


th Rambani is spoken in Ramban tehsil in the valley of Chenab 
ugh the left side of river Chenab Dogri has greatly affected 


5, “ommon speech of people living in Batote Niabat. Sirazi 1s 
| ‘tee to its east and Pogli to its north. It closely resembles 
“l. Hence it is also a mixed language. 
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Advent of Islam in Kishtwar 


Raja Maha Singh probably ruled nae ngs hese 
1650-56 A.D. Till his time there was no uslim - e in 
Kishtwar. Maha Singh had two other bothers Abhay Singh and 
Odhar Singh. Both of them embraced Islam in the court of Mughal 
emperor Shah Jehan. The Raja of Kishtwar was summoned by 
the emperor to Mughal court through Hafiz Giasuddin, the Vakil 
of the Raja of Kishtwar. When Giasuddin failed to persuade the 
Raja to attend his Mughal Court he was imprisoned. His son 
Hafiz Abul Qasim, however, personally requested the Raja, who 
evaded his personal appearance, to send his son prince Jai Singh 
alongwith him. On producing the prince in the court the emperor 
released Giasuddin from the prison and the Raja was pardoned. 


Prince Jai Singh returned to Kishtwar where a splendid receptio 
awaited him. 


Muslims Allowed to Settle in Kishtwar ; 


Probably und . | | 
ew him on vi an agreement with Prince Jai Singh and 


, Ssain sons of M pt 
Were sent t ullah Mahmud Kas 
; 0 rcp under orders of the emperor ‘Shah Jeha” 
of Kishtwar town Fe Majid Khawaja Garieb’ in the h 
Kharwars Of see nthe ap of land as Jagir for which 
per day (75 Paisa) j “quire for Cultivation and twelve au” . 
Shiv? Till then no wen W@8 granted to them fot 4 
IVji Dha ) , Ohamm ‘in Kish 
r P38 in Tarikh.- Kishtwarn md sega “3 ish 
In Persian and G.M. 


88 
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59 in Tarikh-i-Kishtwar in Urdu). Thereafter Muslims from 


i . started coming to Kishtwar. 


pressure Exerted on Jai Singh 

In the year 1556 A.D. Jai Singh ascended the throne of 
Kishtwar state. On the advice of his father Maha Singh he 
appointed his brother Ram Singh as Prime Minister and Sardar 
Singh as commander of his forces. Some Muslim families from 
Kashmir settled around the mosque “Masjid Khawaja Garieb”. 
Tus Muslim population started increasing. The Raja issued an 
oder that no Mohammadan traveller could stay in the town for 
nore than a day. When the news about such an order was 
received, Mughal court, an explanation of the Raja was called for. 
jai Singh sent his brother Ram Singh as hostage to the Mughal 
court and thereby eased the situation for some time. Sardar Singh, 
the commander of his forces, also fled away stealthily and joined 
his brother Ram Singh at the Mughal court. He conceived an ill © 
will against the Raja. Both the brothers, Ram Singh and Sardar 
Singh, hatched a conspiracy against the Raja to get him ousted 
fom the throne and occupy it for themselves. When the Raja 
learnt about the latest development in the Mughal court he 
“spatched his son Kirat Singh to the court to present his father’s 
Se before the emperor. Prince Kirat Singh, on behalf of his 
| _ Raja Jai Singh, promised to change the policy which had 
Magonised Muslim population of Kishtwar. 


Sh 
* Farid-ud-Din in Kishtwar 
uring the reign of Raja Jai Singh the 


Saint 
¢ Shah Farid-ud-Din Qadiri, popularly 


famous Mohammadan 
known as Shah Sahib, 


i 0 Kishtwar from Bagdad via Agra, Delhi and Dangbattal 
ent the Teign of Mughal emperor Shah Jahan. Shah Sahib 
hy Sie time in Delhi and then proceeded towards Kishtwar, 
Preac "Sequence of a dream in which he was told to g0 mt 

a there’, He alongwith his four companions, ee 
tively = Syed Baud-Din, Yarn Mohammad and Shah cir 
| via Dangbattal (Gool Gulabgarh), Doda Nagr, Sada 


<3 
S 
a 


ETT GUIDE - 7 
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Van, ‘Thakarie, Bhandarkut and reached Kishtwar. Durig this traye 
he married the daughters of Rana Lashkar Rai of Dangbatts) 2 
Noor Ali Numberdar of Doda Nagn, a newly SOnverteg Muslir, 
The former was named Mai Roshan Dil and latter Maj Malahe 
The Raja of Kishtwar had already acknowledged the SUZCrain, 
of the Mughal emperor. He constructed a house for the abod. of 
‘Shah Sahib near Masjid Khawaja Garib. After about six months 
Shah Sahib sent for his first wife Mai Zahida Bibi from Delhi 2,3 
other two wives from Dangbattal and Doda Nagri. Raja Jai Sing, 
had also come under his influence by that time. He adopted 
policy of reconciliation towards Muslims in Kishtwar. 


pilgrimage. His death anni 
25" Katak (10! of 11th 


thousands of pilgrims fo 
his heavenly abode f 

years and was 
pilgrimage eve! 
year on 7" Hal 
Pugrims pay their respects 3 
hiar-ud-Din lived for about © 


S rought to Kishtwar and but 

| r loth p., |S death anniversary is celebia! 

"Panicd Shah gap) CYEFY year. Hafiz Abul 
3h ahib to Kishtwar from Delhi unde 


° I Peror 
at Singh’s Conve ne Jahan settled at this plac 
; rsi 
uring the rule hikes to Islam 
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Kashmir only once in 1665 A.D. which kept him away for one 
year from his capital, All the tributary Rajas had assembled in 
grinagar 0 welcome him. Prince Kirat Singh had been sent by 
his father Jai Singh to attend the ceremonial function in Srinagar. 
According to Sukh Dev Singh Charak the Raja of Kishtwar had 
been summoned to Srinagar and, as such, he deputed Kirat Singh 
to represent him. Kirat Singh was imprisoned there by the orders 
of Mughal emperor. Hafiz Abul Qasim who had accompanied the 
prince intervened and got him released on the condition that he 
would embrace Islam. The emperor conferred on him the title of 
Saadat Yar Khan. He was also granted a Khilat. An agreement 
under the seal and signature of Shah Alamgir (Aurangzeb), Hafiz 
Abul Qasim and Kirat Singh was made on 25" Shawal 1075 Hijri 
corresponding to 1664 or 1665 AD with the following conditions:- 

1. That no tax of any kind will be imposed on Mohammadans. 

2. That no person should be molested on embracing Islam. 

3. That there will be no hinderance in performing five time 

prayers, collective prayers or prayers on Friday and Id 
prayers. All types of facilities will be provided for the 
construction of mosques. 

4. That all the Diwani disputes among Muslims will be settled 

according to Shara by a Qazi. 
5. That no Muslim girl should marry a Kafir. 

Hafiz Abul Qasim was appointed Qazi of Kishtwar by the 
“m™peror. (Hashmatullah Khan Luckhnovi in Tarikh-i-Jammu and 
life History of Maharaj Gulab Singh page 168.) 

Uprising in Kishtwar 
a hearing the news of forcible conversion of Kurat Singh to 
io : ay the people of Kishtwar raised a standard of revolt 
iia ¢ Mughals. There was bloodshed, arson, loot and plunder 
Out the town and Mandal. Wazir Khawaja Fateh Joo, one 
ao of the Raja, his family members and some other 
7 : were slain. The conspirators, who wanted to usurp the 
Son of Were picked up on by one and killed. Hafiz Anayatullah, 
Hafiz Abul Qasim the Qazi of Kishtwar, took shelter in the 


0) 
me OF Shah Farid-ud-Din and was saved. All those who took 
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‘a that house were spared oe, to the Tevereng, 
ofuge in ae 
raga of Kishtwar had for Shah 


ir sent a strong force to suppregg the 
rernor of Kashmir sen ; 
The pein store peace and order in Kashtwar. Kirat Singh 
ie pat hack to Kislitwar. fe helped in bringing back 
was me a fie nieg, However: “Raja Jai Singh could ey bear 
. sa his converted son and left for heavenly abode. Shiyji 
Dhar in Tarikh-i-Kishtwar page 39. 


First Muslim Raja of Kishtwar 


Kirat Singh wanted to return back to Hindu fold : and was 
ready to undergo any penance (praschit) but the pandits of the 
time did not accept it. Thus the Raja adopted Muslim faith and 
became the first Muslim Kin 
of Raja viz. Farash (Ca 
(hawk rearers) Chobdar (stable keepers) etc. joined the new 
faith with the Ra; 


people who also join 
his Hindu name of K 


, irat Singh instead o 
his official docume 


f Saadat Yar Khan in all 
nts. Prohits wer 


bro 
- Where she became moperol 
Farrukhsiyar (1713-19 4 2 consort of Mughal emp 


‘vith @ had retaj sq . for their ) 
faith, SDs NE ioe, ained reverence 
States di Mi In History and Culture of Himalay? 
ruling Chief of K; ! Page 300-301 that Teg Singh, the Hf 
SCrvice of g pro mg war, though a Mussalman, entertained A 
land to him Fron * Tra pPtiest and even issued a ae 
Kings ruled Kishty the time of Raja Kirat Singh more than . 
their Hindu p- War. Chey Were al] Muslim rajas but continu 
U Names. 


ee 


— 
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Distortion in Kishtwar History 


Sources of Kishtwar History 


Erstwhile Kishtwar state was one of the largest states in 
Divignit now called Dugar Desh. It has a history of its own. The 
old record has not come down to the posterity. The only book 
written in the Kishtwari language was Milindo-Panho- the 
Questions of King Milind authored by Sage Nagsen in about 24 
C B.C. The book throws sufficient light on the life of the people 
of that time and also on spread of Buddhism. Shivji Dhar, Wazir- 
-Wazarat of Kishtwar and Bhaderwah district wrote “Ahwal-i- 
Mulk-i-Kishtwar” in Persian in 1881 A.D. during the mle of 
Maharaja Ranbir Singh and was published in 1962 A.D. by the 
department of Research and Publication J&K Srinagar. One Pt. 
Dina Nath also wrote manuscript of History of Kishtwar in Hindi 
in 1885 A.D. which was taken away by Molvi Hashmatulla Khan 
Lacknowi, Deputy Commisioner Udhampur of which Kishtwar 
Was a tehsil then, in 1915 for incorporating History of Kishtwar 
mn his “Tarikh-i-J ammu and Life History of Maharaja Gulab Singh”, 
Which was published in 1936 A.D. Huchison and Vogal, two 
Priests of Chamba, visited Kishtwar in 1920 A.D. and wrote 
story of Punjab Hill States” in which Kishtwar history was 
also ‘corded. Syed Najam-ud-Din wrote Tarikh-i-Kishtwar and 
molished it after 1920 A.D. Nargis Dass Nargis published his 
ie ‘-Dogra Desh in 1967 A.D. wherein History of sali 
eeotPorated. In 1973 A.D, Ishrat Kashmiri published Tar 

shtwar, Sukh Dev Singh Charak published History and ein 
deo. ™2layan States Vol. VI section V in 1988 A.D. in Wile? 

“cribed History of Kishtwar also. Fidda Mohd. Hasnain 


23 
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Od ‘ : _ 
. <jshtwax and published it jp 

oo oe Kashmir and I | 
Cultural History i oil shed History and Culture of Kishtwar 
1962 A.D. p.C Sharmé plished Tasvir Zila Doda " 


te u 
in 1995 A.D. Wali Mohd. Asect p 


, 7 art of it. Besides th; 
1996 A.D and Kishtwar history formed a p s this 
YYO Lh. d 


ero, visited Kishtwar in 1842 Ap 

forcign travellers like hp ane Kishtwar in 1870 AD. 
and Fredric Drew travelle fficient material for history writers 
Their acco se am aor Kishtwar in 1547 A.D. and recorded 
Ka Baie xis Tarikh-i-Rashidi Mughal eagle iin sig 
Tuzak-i-Jchangirl which describes the geen 1 ai an 
the Governor of Kashmir, over Kishtwar whic took pee i 
1620 A.D. Then there are books on history like Antiquities of 
Marwa Wardwan by R.C Kak published in 1945 A.D., Shristhal 
Devi Darshanam by Pt. Hari Lal Jotshi in 1979 A.D. and Jammu 
Shrines and Pilgrimages by J.N Ganhar, Gulab Nama by Diwan 
Kripa Ram translated in English by $.D.S Charak in 1977 AD. 
Assessment Report of Tehsil Kishtwar by Ram Dhan in 1914 
A.D., Rajatarangini by Kalhan in 1148-49 and some other books 
and scriptures like Rig Ved and Mahabharat. 


Distortions in History of Kishtwar 


History of Kishtwar has been dealt with extensively in 


boo 
ks on history and other books. Some controversial material 
concocted storics and mir 


histories, The history of a 


Or fiction unl 
; CSS these a : rz} all 
Literature”, Ag g Studen '© required for the Chapter 


n presenting the histor; ' of history one has to be very &" 
considering fit for nee aterial, compare and contrast it 
historic ws! His tory writer’s main objectiv® * ay 
should not becom al material accurately so far as POSS)” sad 
has become a tack Pied Or propagator of any faith. 4 
part Of history, Hist erature or fiction cannot be trea!” fF 
Ory must be based on authentic source 


(@ 3 Scanned with OKEN Scanner 


| — 
| 
| Glimpses of Kishtwar History 95 
oning. History writer should not be swayed away by any 
= religious ideology. personal views, fables, miracles, concocted 
td fabricated stories and events. He should enter the realm of 
history Very carefully and scrupulously. A history writer has a 
difficult task to write the events of such a place which has been 
presented in a colourful manner in absence of any historical 
matter. In the absence of any material about the past history, he 
has to be very considerate in deducing the facts of events 
accurately from other sources for presentation. 


Aryans Were Aborigines 


Fidda Mohd. Hassain writes at page 83 in his authored book 
Cultural History of Kishtwar and Kashmir that Aryans have come 
down to India from abroad. He writes, “One branch of Aryans 
crossed over Pameer and entered first Kashgar and then Kashmir. 
From there they, by a by, made an advance towards middle 
Himalayan region and after defeating the locals they subjugated 
Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Garwal, Kumaun and Nepal hills 
and valleys to establish their colonies. This branch was called 
Khash whom people.concider as Khistriyas. After crossing river 
Sind they reached Kashmir and Kishtwar. They named both these 
Valleys as Kashmir and Kishtwar respectively”. The modern 
historians have arrived at the conclusion that Aryans were not 
lorcigners, They were the original inhabitants of Panjab, Sind etc. 
Which formed part of ancient India. It is a misnomer to call them 
Sutsiders. Prof. Fidda again writes, “For ascertaining the truth 
about the word Kashtawar which is now called Kishtwar we will 

“€ to consider the names of all other places as well which have 

| Kr Kish, Kush as prefix such as Kish (a district of Iran), 
Kas 8ar (city of central Asia), Hindukush (north western ranges). 

| reached Kashmir and Kishtwar after crossing river Sind 
_y,. 2med both these valleys as Kashmir and Kishtwar”. Kash, 
Dep Kessaites had settled in Khashalya from Chingam to 
They 7 area of the then Rajmandal (Chatru) area of Kishtwar. 
Kalhan Cre akin to Sanskrit as stated by the linguist Grierson. 
| a, the auther of Rajataringini also writes about Khashas of 
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i  Chandrabhaga, both Khistriyas who 


and Thakur’ . te P dvent of Kahan Pal, the first 


Khashalya al : 
had sottel® ishtwar, OD the scene. The name of Kishtwar 
rietorical king of KishtW "| har’ to this area mn about 10! 


emerged after the me - ated his power. Aryans had 
CAD. after Kahan Pa ach earlier than other clans. How the 
penetrated in this arca I ¢ Kishtwar and Kashmir had arrived 
ae cea Kash gave the name of Kishtwar to this 
a Stake fo the next valley 1s beyond comprehension. 
According to Nilmat Puran Vol. I page 74 translated by 

Dr. Ved Kumari in 1988, which may have been composed in 6 
or 7" C A.D., Khasas as per Markandeya Puran has been 
described as a mountainous tribe and Mahabharta Sabhaparva 
52/2/3 places them near the river Sailoda between the Meru and 
Mandara mountains who had settled on the high reaches of the 
Himalayas. At that time there was no country with Kishtwar as 
its name. Kishtwar name emerged in about 10 C A.D. However, 
cae a has its origin much earlier than Kishtwar. 
aseless and misleading to write that Khasas gave the 


name of Kisht 
a isntwar to this valley and Kashmir to the valley next 


d consolid 


Khan Pal’s Ancestry from Gaur Bengal 


About Kahan Pz ; 
Fidda writes 3 an Pal, who established his rule in Kishtwar, Prof. 
k Cultural History of Kishtwa! 


have Connected the pedigrees of 


Y complet; an Courtiers would induls® 
oe ee false genealogical tables 


a 
Tu ers . 
Ben » (of Kis 
“xcept that of Kahan « He has, inte had any connecti0” 
Contention as Kah; Me has “f, Not quoted any exam? 


the Capital of wis Pal’s Ancestors i. &rossly misled by his ows 
| aur the Palas of Northern Beng! 
HY and origins Murshidabad now ! 
nality. Kahan Pal’s forefath? 

\ 
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had fled away from Gaur Bengal in about 870 A.D when Raja 
Bhoj | (836 — 90), the Pratihara king of Avanti (Malwa), the 
capital of which was Ujjaini, invaded Gaur Bengal and inflicted 
3 crushing defeat upon Vigrapala the then ruler of Gaur Bengal. 
«sho of its plume, the Pala Empire now lay tottered,” writes 
BN. Puri in ‘The History of Gurjara — Pratihara’ Page 64. 
Kahan Pal with his forefathers may have lived in Ujjaini, the seat 
of administration of their over lord, for some time and then 
found an opportune time to march towards Chander Bhaga zone 
with a band of his followers when Pratihara dynasty’s decline 
was evident. Other historians, too, have been misled in establishing 
the truth about the connection of Malwa or Ujjaini with Gaur 


Bengal. 


Hashmatullah, Najamuddin and Shivji Dhar have also connected 
the ancestry of Kahan Pal with Gaur Bengal, a taluqa (estate) of 
Ujjain. They, however, write that Kahan Pal’s forefather Haripal 
and son of Raja Bhoj whose father was Raja Bikramaditya of 
Ujjain which cannot be established as correct. Ishrat Kashmin 
has written that Kahan Pal was the successor of Harsha 
Vikramaditya of Ujjain and refutes the claim of other historians 
that Kahan Pal belonged to solar race of Gaur Bengal. Since 
Kahan Pal established his kingdom at Kishtwar in about 105 
CAD. the question of being successor of any Vikramajit or 
Vikrama Datt does not arise as they ruled Malwa or Ujjaini in 
between 375 — 413 ALD. Talugqa does not mean only a ‘part of” 
but also ‘domination of’. Thus Ujjaini was Taluga of Bengal as 

€ king of Malwa of which Ujjain was the capital had dominated 
ie Palas of Bengal and brought them under their subjugation as 
Scussed above. In revenue records of Kishtwar Kahan Pal’s 
Yhasty has been shown as Gauria Rajputs which establishes the 


tie that Kahan Pal’s ancestry belonged to Gaur Bengal and not 
ain, 


Agar Dev and Ugar Sanz not One Personality 


‘ Ascer Kishtwari writes at page 128 in “Tasveer-e-Zila Doda” 
at Agar Dev of Kishtwar fled away from Kishtwar when his 
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cousin Bolder Dev revolted against him and settled Bs Rupwan in 
Kashmir, Thus he agrees with the ea Story of Sye 
Najamuddin described at page 17 in Tarikh-1- is nwa that Agar 
DkGoF Ugar Tez fled away from Kishtwar and got a Japir te 
Rupwan. He further writes that Sheikh Noor-ud-Din wag the 
seventh descendent of Ugar Tez or Ugar Sanz. Infact Agar Dey 
and Ugar Sanz or Ugar Tez are two different personalities, ‘Th. 
former was the Raja of Kishtwar who ruled for a long time ang 
the latter hailed from the Ganie (Ganwai — a Hindu clan) family 
of Usdhar about nine kilometres from Kishtwar town in Trigam 
Pragana. The residents of Usdar village had adopted the sirname 
of “Resh’ after the name of Nund Rishi or Sheikh Noor-ud-Din 
Wali. Ishrat Kashmir writes at page 132 in his book Tarikh-e- 
Kishtwar that Sheikh Noor-ud-Din’s ancestors hailed from Usdhar 
Abdul Qayum Rafiqui, the author of “Suffism in Kashmir”, writes 
at page 137 that Sheikh Noor- ud- Din’s father Salar Ganie 
belonged to the tribe of a watchman. This corroborates the fact 
that Ugar Sanz or Ugar Tez hailed from Usdhar and had no 
linkage with the Royal family of Kishtwar. The relatives of Ugar 
Pane ri still living at Usdhar and suffix ‘Resh’ with their names 
name of Nund Rishi. Some are still called Ganies. 


Truth About Chak Invasion of Kishtwar 
Rover tagr Nargis, Ishrat Kashmiri, Syed Najamuddin 
Sadiver aa seer Kishtwari have written that Raja eal 
Kashinie-is ere Was defeated by Ali Shah Chak, ruler © 
mn marriage to Y; sD He agreed to give his sister Shanker « 
and son of Y; : ke aba Chak, Grand son of Ali Shah Cha 
the Raja of Ki — Chak. In 1574 A.D. Ali Shah Chak defea¥ 
to send his ira, tor the second time. This time he a ; 
later on ent , — Singh as hostage and his daughtet " i 
Shah Chak. " © Known as Fateh Khatoon, in marriage Sid 
the reali ‘Tony of these two events about“ 
sve oe S¢t aside. Raja Bhadur Singh who was ’ 
Pargana a Survived the attack on his family at Badl® 
0 ishtwar, and Spent two years in hiding in the hou 
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foster mother. He was ultimately installed on the throne of 

at the age of 11 which almost all the history Writers 
Shah invaded Kishtwar in 1572 when Raja was eleven 
wars old and again in (374 when he had tured up thirteen years 
jg. How is tt possible that the Raja had son and daughter at this 
yung age is a Matter to be taken into account. Moreover, when 
| the members of his family had been murdered at Badhat 
sherefrom his sister Shanker Dei by name came, is also a matter 
of inquisition. Does logic. common sense. social customs and 
research approve of such fabricated version of events. Shanker 
Dei was actually daughter of Raja’s foster mother whose breast 
he had sucked in childhood. Fateh Khatoon was the daughter of 
some noble or one of his relations. Raja, however, could not have 
any son having Narayan Singh as his name at the young age. All 
these are concocted stories having no truth. 


of his 
kishtwot 


Some historians like Syed Najamuddin, Molvi Hashmatullah 
and Shivji Dhar write that Yagub Shah Chak, husband of Shanker 
Dei, died in Kishtwar and was buried at Sarkut. This has been 
reuted by Ishrat Kashmiri, Aseer Kishtwari and D.C. Sharma. 
The grave said to be that of Yagub Shah Chak is the grave of a 
Fakir (which is situated at a place known as Fagir Bagh near 
“arkut Village). Infact Yaqub Shah was sent to Bihar by Mughal 
“Mperor Akbar and put to the care of Raja Man Singh. There he 
Sed his father Yusuf Shah who had been given a mansab (rank) 
| 500 horse. It was there that he was given a poisoned betel Ica! 
| Mhich became the cause of his death. His body was buricd at 
Bia. in Bihar, 


Realty about Mughal Invasion of Kishtwar 


a i al 
Ascer Kishtwari, writes at page 142 that there was no Mugh ‘ 
of non Kishtwar in 1606 A.D. and there was 10 roi 
i al shmir with the name of Mirza Ali Akber at that ; papers of 
80 inco ai writes at page 387 in PMSM 
“Correct. PNK Bamzai writes al pag Kashmir from 


160 ir that Mirza Ali Akber was Governor of during the 


Taj lo 1606. This was first invasion on Kishtwar 
of-Mughal Emperor Jehangir. 
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ar, Hashmat Ullah and Syed Najam-ud-Din ha, 
f Governor of Kashmir on Kishtwar jp : 
I] of one opinion that the invasioy, : 
of Mughlani Begum. Infact she Was 
Nasarullah Arab or some other noble 
who is known as Mughlani Begum. It is said and written by 
Hashmatullah “She was asked to rule over Kishtwar and avenge 
the murder of her husband. So she took a vow that the clay of 
Kishtwar would be thrown into the river Chander Bhaga and 
thereby avenge the murder of her husband. She entered Kishtwar 
with ten thousand soldiers. On the insistence and request of 
nobles of Kishtwar she agreed to dig a pond near the grave of 
Yaqub Shah and named it as Sarkut”. This does not appear to be 
the factual position. However, this event has not been mentioned 
in Tuzak-i-Jehangiri Moreover, there seems repetition of the 
invasion of 1620 and 1622 respectively. According to Tuzak-- 
Jehangiri only 200 soldiers entered Kishtwar who caught hold of 
Raja Gaur Singh and imprisoned him. Dilawar Khan was govemor 
of Kashmir at that tume who had been ordered to reduce Kishtwat. 
Neither there was any grave of Yaqub Shah at Sarkut nor any 
pond of this name was dug by Mughal Forces. Had it actually 
been dug by Mughal forces the name of the place would have 
been kept after Mughalani’s name. If ten thousand soldiers, 
rae by ‘perme would have taken one handful of ¢!¢/ 
errs aa re pond would have come _ into existence ° 
jodi Miasete R ; fect upon. Even if ten thousand kilgosr” 
it would edie ano the river by ten thousand soldie 
) mean only 100 quintals of clay which is not in confom™ o 
with the reality. Even ten thousand t ul 
fill inthe pond wis. ‘and truck load of clay wo “ 
pond at this time. This is a fable and cannot be 48 
upon. Ishrat Kashmir, D.C, Sharma and history write’ 
do not agree with it, Sarkut ; So fo f 
Shrikut. the . Sarkut infact was the degenerated 1" 1 
ae i ne name of the place kept after the name of Shripal, 
. Shrikut means ‘The abode of Shripal’. Since Sar 10 Kis e 
means a Pond and Kut ; ripal . Since sar chi 
was appropriate. Wh means ‘a dwelling place’ the name” ey 
- When a pond was dug at this place 1on® 


Shivji Dh 
described the invasion 0 
colourful manner. They are a 
1622 A.D. was the invasion 
a widow of Mohd. Khan or 


ll 
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storing water for animals to overcome the shortage of 
ed Sarkut after the name of the place which, 
f time, had been degenerated from Shrikut to 


for StOFINB 
atel. it was nam 


vith the passage © 
Sarkut. _ 

Likewise Bhandarkut Fort was existing when Dilawar Khan's 
forces reached there. They only used this fort as also supported 
py Shivji Dhar and others. Syed Najamuddin has Written at page 
16 of his book that 10,000 force remained stationed at Bnngi 
Bach for fourteen years whereas it was stationed there only for 
eur months and ten days as per Tuzak-i-J ebansiri which cannot 
te incorrect. It is also astonishing how this force was fed during 
those days when population of Kishtwar was scanty. Ishrat 
Kashmiri and D.C. Sharma have not accepted it. This is distortion 
of facts. 


Identification of Nant Dev of Dachhan 


RC. Kak in his Antiquities of Marwa and Wardwan page 25 
writes “Nant Deva mentioned in the inscription found near Sirshi 
= Dachhan Pargana in Sarda scmpt was most probably king 
Ananta of Kashmir who reigned from 1028-1063 A-D. So 
Kistwar. of which Dachhan forms 2 small part, must have formed 
Pett of the kingdom of Kashmir before his accession to the 
“zone for Kalhana recording his conquest of Champa and 
Nallapura (modem Chamba and Ballaur) does not make any 

| “cation of it He could not have marched into Chamba without 

| me Previous possession of Kashtawar and Padar, which lies 
ir direct route to it..If my identification of Nant Deva with 
watts Deva is correct, the date Samvat 12 corresponds with 

“ges year 1112 (1055 A.D)”. Thus has been supported by 

be 2. Koshtwari and Dr. P.K. Koul. This wew cannot however, 

| “Septed on the following grounds. 

L There is no mention of Kishtwar having been under any 
kins of Kashmir inclnding that of King Anant in any 
“Bory book on Kashmir Kalhana and PNK Bamzai are 
also Glens about it mn Rajatarangini and History of Kashmir 


Sspechvely. 
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102 in Pass to Kishtwar was not kno 
arfye Chie ; 4 . 

+ Kings at the time when king Ananta Tuled 
to Kashmir , ; aes is no mention of Marwa and Dachhay 
ashmir, Th ashmir, So this route could not have 
ae 


2 The route via M 


over K 
in any history 00 IK 
been used. must have been a local chief of Dachhan at 
Nant Deva the boundaries of Kishtwar kingdom had ng, 
vat eientdel to Dachhan. Marwa was a S€parate 
sie ality ruled by the successors of Deep Sen son of 
rem Pal the King of Kishtwar. Dachhan was nol a part 
either of Marwa or Kishtwar kingdom at that time. 


wW 


& 


There is a vast difference in the names of Nanta Deva 
Lee Ananta. Kashmir Kings had not suffix of ‘Deva’. The 
name of kings were Parvagupta. Abhimanyu, Bhimagupia, 
Hariraja, Ananta, Kalsa, Harshraja, Uccla etc. However, 
Kishtwar Kings had adopted the suffix ‘Deva’ instead of 
‘Sena’ by Oudat Dev and his followers. 
5. There is no sense a 
Kishtwar and Paddar 


and Vallapura. The r 
was Banihal 


nd truth in conquering Dachhan, 
prior to the conquest of Champa 
Oute to conquer these two places 
route which was Shortest, easiest and wel 
ashmir Kings. Kishtwar was ruled by 
ngs tight from 10! CAD. when the firs 
place. an Pal established his rule over this 


6. Sharda sori 
Person who 
Characters 
This q 


pt remained in yge during that period and the 
*Scribed it on 


MUSt have the stone near Sirshi in — 
8 Not establic, | COMVersant with this s ¥ 
f a ti the fact that Dachhan was Uv? 
Kashmir for eet MY some people used to 8° 
Boras a arda Script and language: 
Ve MRC, ak’s version. Geograph 
Was not know C YNclusion that the route via M4 


V F 
r Ourmey, Kings at that tim 


ically 
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First Muslim Raja of Kishtwar 


103 
The 

The first converted Raja of Kishtwar was Kirat Singh and 
jot his father Jat Singh, as described by Syed Najamuddin 
Hashmatullah and supported by Ascer Kishtwari in their authored 
histories ON Kishtwar. It is not based on facts as narrated by the 
earliest historians,. Fredric Drew writes in Jammu and Kashmir 
Territories at page 120, “After this first Mohammadan Raja (whose 
change of religion determined the faith of all succeeding Rajas) 
came Raja Amlok Singh”. Amlok Singh was the son of Kirat 
Singh — the first Raja referred to by him.Ishrat Kashmiri, Hachison 
and Vogal, Najam-ud-Din and other historians also do not agree 
with the version. Shivji Dhar Dhar writes at page 78 in Tarikh- 
i-Kishtwar that Raja Jai Singh Could not tolerate to see the face 
of his son and prince Kirat Singh on his return frorm Kashmir, 
where he had gone to attend the welcome ceremony of the 
emperor Aurangzeb in 1664 A.D., as he had become a 
Mohammadan and closed his eyes for ever. How can such a 
Raja become a Mohammadan who preferred to die than to see 
the face of his converted son. Thus the fact has been concocted 
and distorted. In fact Kirat Singh was the first Mohammadan 
Raja of Kishtwar. 


Islam in Kishtwar 

Aseer Kishtwari writes at page 151 of his book “Tasveer-e- 
Zila Doda” that Muslims had settled at Kishtwar during the region 
of Maha Singh, father of Jai Singh, and under an agreement 
uslims from Kashmir were allowed to settle in Kishtwar. Mullah 
Ur and Mullah Hussain, both sons of Mullah Mohd. Kashmir, 
“me to Kishtwar and settled at this place during his rule. Molv 
‘tshmatullah writes at page 164 in his book “During Maha 
éh’s Rule (Maha Singh alias Maha Jahan) there was prospct MY 
the state (Kishtwar) and the population of Kishtwar town 
“ultiplied, Till then these was no Muslim population 1n thus 
“Ountry” During the rule of Raja Jai Singh, son and successor of 

a Sinch tha otar af. Muclims from Kashmir for mo te then 2 
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. - been agreed upon by historiang lilen 
day was banned which has bee Ike 
Isharat Kashmiri and others. bf 
; | ever, had been living at Kishtwar How 

Some Muslims, however, ish See 

" : slims settled in Kishtwar Prior to 1664 
‘d laree number of Musiims s ; 
did ge Jai Singh became the Raja of Kishtwar is Matter 
ince whe al ws . 
oF eaccidirtonl It is clear that Kirat Singh was Converted to 
0 : ’ 
Islam under the orders of Mughal emperor Aurangzeb during his 
first and last visit of Kashmir in 1663 or 1664 A.D. Where Prince 
Kirat Singh had also been sent by his father Raja Jai Singh to 
participate in the welcome ceremony of Mughal emperoy 
Aurangzeb. Some history wirters say that Kirat Singh was” 
converted to Islam in 1687 AD whereas Aurangzeb Spent about 
25 ears of his reign from 1682 to 1707 AD in the Deccan where 
he remained engaged in wars against the rulers of that region. 
As such, this cannot be agreed upon as true. He proceeded in 
person to the Decan. In January 1687 he proceeded for the 
ges as Golcanda and conquered it in September 1687 AD. 
Thus it is quite clear that there was no Muslim population in 


Kishtwar till Maha Jahan’s rule and Kirat Singh was converted 
In Srinagar in 1663-64 A D. | 


Concocted Stories in Kishtwar Histories 

S ed - ' , an ' 
write t rage ue Din, Shivji Dhar and Asseer Kishtwal! 
Governor of Kashm; and 148 in their books respectively that the 
an army of 1299 t, UNder orders of Mughal emperor, dispatched 
occupy his ancestral throne f with prince Bhagwan Singh 
| hm n€ trom the clute} zir Kant 

res of Wazir Ke 

War Rik or Only one thousand soldie® 
ready rj : hat time was only 4000. People ° 
there Was no ne ent I revolt against Wazir Kantak: 
fed at the CXpense of ho: such a huge army which had to 
: ; aja. Thi ot, as suc” 


©. Howe war 
f Soldiers from Kashmil stan 
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Another story has been concocted by Syed Najam-ud-Din in 
1 aikh-i-Kishtwar at page 33 that Mughal emperor Shah Schan 
ve his daughter in marriage to Shah Farid-ud-Din Bagdadi and 
a page 39 he further writes that the population of Kishtwar at 
hat time was only about 4000. The Mughal emperor had sent 
400 soldiers with shah Farid-ud-Din who settled at Kishtwar. 
This has not been supported by Ishrat Kashmiri who writes at 
page 66 in his book History of Kishtwar, “It is not possible that 
fhe son-in-law of emperor of India will come to Kishtwar and the 
Raja of the place will not be moved at all. The population of 
Kishtwar would have been more than 40,000 at present if 4000 
tad accompanied Shah Sahib. All of them would have been 
Muslims.” It all looks fantastic. The present scenario of Kishtwar 
docs not have any conformity with it. It was customary for 
Mughal emperors that they would not marry their daughters as 
described by historians and authorities on Mughal histories. As 
such, this, too, cannot be agreed upon as true. 
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Socio-Cultural History of Kishtwar 
a 


Erstwhile Kishtwar state was one of the eleven states that 
existed in Divigrit — the country of two hollows. It was calles 
Lohit Mandal during Mahabharata time. From the hoary pag ; 
played a very significant role in shaping the destiny of its adjoining 
states. It has-now been established that some parts of Rig Ved 
were compiled in Warwan Pargana of Kishtwar where Rishis 
(sages) lived in seclusion and compiled the hymns of Rig Veda 
The abode of Rishis was then called Rishinivas which 1S presently 
a village known as Rikinvas in Warwan pargana. This has taken 
the inhabitation in this land ‘to a distant past. The old remnants 
strewn all over Marwa and Warwan have provided us sufficietl 
inmasd ial for bringing out past from obscurity. Many civilization 
flourished in this erstwhile state which brought name and fame 
It. It is a misfortune that no record of the ancient events “8 
maintained since the art of writing history was an unknown fat 
Rajz lana, the renowned historian and the author of 
Jataranjini, has not mentioned the name of these parganas sh 
to speak of o . é 

P &rcat events that took : d. Perhaps" 
had no knowle die of let 0 place in this land. wth 
great fact of compl 'S neighbouring state. Otherwise “ ; 
have scaped his - mG Some parts of Vedas at Rikinvas pynet 
Kashmirj rulers MP eye. It is a matter of great sa tic! 

and people of the valley had neither any P° 


Social or cultural 1: - 
ural ith th; | dur 
those days, dui inks with this part of Kishtwar stat 


(@ 3 Scanned with OKEN Scanner 


| — 


Glimpses of Kishtwar History 107 


cultural Heritage 

people living in ancient Kishtwar worshipped their Lord\in 
he open. They worshipped trees, rivers, stones, snakes, springs 
and other natural objects which, according to them, were possessed 
with great strength. In Marwa and Warwan areas we have found 
, large number of icons, big and small, scattered all over which 
substantiate that people worshipped Shiva also. R.C. Kak in his 
book entitled “Antiquities of Marev-Wardwan” writes at page 25 
‘Bathastal cave is situated about a mile form Suid in Dachhan 
pargana of Kishtwar. There is a long spacious chamber inside the 
cave. A large number of characters in Brahmi script have been 
fund on the ceiling of this cave which dates back to 3" century 
AD. The serene and mystical atmosphere of the cave might 
have allured the ancient Rishis to sit inside for meditation”. Further 
he writes “At Zaji Nai in Wardan pargana there is an inscription 
‘1 Sanskrit carved on a rough river boulder. The phrases as 
‘Asvapadam pratishtha pitam asvagn raksha’ were engraved on 
it. The inscription commemorates the erection of a stable for the 
protection of horses and cattle which were sent to pastures for 
grazing.” This shows that Sanskrit was in vogue in that area in 
the past. 


Ruins of temples at Saiya Draman in Nagseni pargana of 
Kishtwar reveal the tales of ancient culture and architectural 
heights reached by the people. The temples built all in stones with 
Sharda, Kharoshti or Kishtwari and unknown scripts on the blocks 
of stones used in the walls of temples divulge that the the people 
of this pargana were literally and culturally far advanced. The art 
of sculpture, architecture, wood carving and relief work on blocks 
of stones and doors of temples at various other places in Kishtwar 
tther give an insight into the style of carving and engraving 
“specially at Kaikut temple in Dachhan, Dhensher Nag temple in 
urbeel and Bimal Nag temple in Saroor parganas of Kishtwar. 
image of Nandi (Shiva’s bull) at Leondi Paddar, Sculptured 
from hard sand stone, with all physical features and contours, 
Prominently standing in front of Shiva temple, is an excellent 
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piece of indigenous stone art of ancient paddar pargang af 


Kishtwar. | | 

Village Bhattan in Nagsen} spear oe 8 Kms from 
Saiya Draman, has remained a seat O i , a arming. It was 
“Wattaniya Ashram” of Buddhist monks 7 . out 2nd century 
B.C. when Nagsen, the heir apparant to the throne of Nagsenj 
embraced Buddhism and wandered from place to place for its 
propagation. Assagutt, sipiritual head of Buddhists, lived there in 
the Ashram at that time. Nagsen defeated king Manander of 
Sialkot (Sagal), now in Pakistan,in a philosophical discourse. The 
king embraced Buddhism and became king Milind of Buddhist 
literature. The outcome was the compilation of a treatise. “Milindo 
Panho” or Questions of King Milind. The book was written ina 
dialogue form in Pali language perhaps in Kishtwari script which 
may have been in vogue at that time. 


Near Bhattan village below Damzi village an Ashok Chakra 
made of about 2 feet diameter stone wheel with 24 spokes carved 
on it and a hole in the centre has been found alongwith an image 
a cen his craftsmanship and sculptural art dates back 
saint Besides eerie B.C when Nagsen became a Buddhist 
at this place ight of stairs made of chiselled stones found 
the ground seca, aed proof that a spacious hall existed on 

re Assaguth convened Buddhis! 


conferences. The meoal; 
. . e Raeaey 
village Pochhal so galith of three metres in height, situated 2! 


belong to Malipkonsa: a Km from Kishtwar town, seems ! 
its glory. It seems that al when Buddhisms was at the zenith 0! 
some edicts issued b . he capital on the pillar, inscribed wi 
in length has been § ¥ Xing Ashok, for which a shaft of 60 0” 
Ound Carved On the top ahihaane galith, coul 


to s A&d and 

© Some unkn the task remained unaccomplished ut 

th ; a 

ri of » of da In Sarthal pargana of Kishin’ 

A.D | Raj D hy Deviji’s temple, built during 

nificent piege  wsitWats probably in 12" cent 
“8 craftsmanship. Idols in templ 
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pillars. megaliths, stone fountains called “Noan” in Fieliee 
catered at different places all over Kishtw shtwari 


ar Bive us yet 
. ‘ SO 
more glimpses of art, architecture and Sculpture of ~ 


Mansions and houses 
rvellous. All this shows 
€ realm of fine arts, 


which are very attractive, charming and ma 
that people had attained mastery in th 
architecutre and sculpture. 


Language 


Kishtwar is the land of harmonious culture and variety of 
spoken languages and dialects. Socially, culturally, linguistically 
and ethnically it may not be a homogenous unit but both educated 
and uneducated speak the same language. In ancient Kishtwar 
Sanskrit was the literary language but spoken language was Pali— 
4 simpler language than Sanskrit. Many words spoken by common 
man in Kishwar resemble with Sanskrit words. Kashmiri dialect 
'S spoken by Muslims of Kishtwar since 17" century. Both 
Kishtwari and Kashmiri belong to Aryan-group of languages. 

have common origin — Prakrit and are thus sister — 
fore | 7th century when some Muslim families migrate i 
Kishtwar only Hindus lived in this land. It has a script — own 
“orge Grierson, the linguist, has given a list of words " . 6 234 
‘Pt in Linguistic Survey of India Vol. VIII part It pag’ | 
own elsewhere in this book. The present ed In 
‘htwari is the direct outcome of Prakrit, Pali 5 maski words, 
almost all words of pure old Kishtwart lea surprisingly, 
; Me in degenerated form, whereas some sar of references of 
‘ue form. Kalhana’s Rajatarangini 1s nas of Kishtwar 
8a tribe living in Chingan and Singpur egret age closely 
; bordering Kashmir Valley, who spoke a e this language 
wad to Sanskrit, Due to lack of royal Pa ome ne only book 
— “Suld ot develop its literature in written form. 


Just 
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; Jang id , , 

hen Pali !@ | was considered 

written 1 the thet gage Né gen. It sinal | Kishtwag 

nati jithorer by SabY wer, the origina manuscript having 
a , f S. : 

the scholars.’ yg in various languages are availabl. 


Janguage Ny enn glatiol . 
ts {rao raleri 
been lost onl} no thal ‘akri script, closely allied to Sharda 


Some historians oping uc in Kishtwar during mediey 
script oF he 
period. 


Original Inhabitants of Kishtwar 
bout the original inhabitants of 


hentic record a , 
Probably Nagas, hailing from 


We have 10 aut cor 
f its antiquity. 


Kishtwar because 0 
north-eastern part of India, were the first to penetrate and settle 


in Kishtwar. They worshipped ‘Nags’ or serpents oF snakes. 
Even at present ‘Nag’ suffix is found with the names of springs 
namely Godrashnag, Mulnag, Damernag, Ghumainag, Bimalnas. 
Bimarnag etc. Worshippers of ‘Nags ’are found in padder, Nagseni 
and Saroor parganas of Kishtwar even at present. This cult seems 
to have been predominant throughout Paddar as the doors of 


Temples in e 
very vill c , 
them. ry village have “Nag’ or snake images carved on 


ra & Ved were com 
ate book Nadisukht 
an of rivers Wherein { 
€ been mentioned, A 


trate and settle in this valley. Some 
ne by Rishis during that period. !" 
he /S of Rig Ved there is a hymn i 
Marud Vy; cis mes of Asikini and Marud Vridh 
ryang — the present Mak ri andra Bhaga (Chenab) al 
le } to h ev udh ‘ Ths 
Years apo R AVE settled ; er or Marwa river. 
: ’ c In , : 
Inhabitants lo en als and P Kishtwar valley thousands © 
anil ° °OM® to thig nse euiSaNsis were among the 
S Were Scatte IS region : e among aif 
Another ty; “ed here and ans settle there, Presently 
Poe Whi there in Kishtwar. 


lailed 2 We In thi : 
Hla) rom §; oda hasa tr} rt region along the boi 
ACCOM van belt. ve led | ‘4 Was a peace loving wide d 
Panieg Kahan wa hy ween Meru and Mundra pills r 
al of G “mins, Ba Rap 

, Barwalas and ! 
in 


Our ; 
Bengal, the first histon@ 
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(i? 
gightwat and settled in this land. Kashmiri Muslims and few 
+ familics migrated to this place for refuge and settled in this 
or 17" century A.D. Gujjars from Gurjaradesha in Rajasthan 


ss Malwa were the last to come and settled in this land after 


7th contury “*" 

In about 1664 A.D. Raja Kirat Singh, heir apparant to the 
Kishtwar, was converted to Islam in Srinagar during the 
rst and last visit of Mughal emperor of India Aurangzeb to the 
rallev but the rulers thereafter preferred to be called by Hindu 
games instead of Muslim name of ‘Khan’. The last ruler of 
Kjshtwar had three sons namely Jaimal Singh, Zorawar Singh 
end Dilawar Singh. The way of salutation in their darbar did not 
change and the royal priests continued to perform religious functions 
although the Rajas offered five time prayers according to Muslim 
faith. Sarthal Yatra was not stopped. In the beginning of the rule 
by Gauria Kings Sanskrit was the court language which was 
subsequently followed by Hindi, Persian, Dogri and last of all by 
Urdu languages with the passage of time. | 

Thus the cultural history of Kishtwar developed in ancient 
and medieval periods. All the outside settlers adopted the same 
dress. diet and way of life and contributed to the same culture 
known as Kishtwari culture. This culture developed intrinsic 
qualities of harmony and synthesis and maintained its jo laanwie 
" spite of many ups and downs. Kishtwar was able to preserve 
ls individuality and identity. Thus it has bequeathed to the posterity 
4 secular outlook hundreds of years ago when people of other 
cultures did not have even a faint idea about this belief. Both 
‘a and Muslims lived together. Fundamentalism and 

™munalism had no place in the society. People lived peacefully 


’ As siuys 


yrone of 


D 
"ess and Diet of People 

‘ The dress and diet of the people of Kishtwa “Ff . 

hen and Pahari cultures. It waglnie Pa different f rom 
Mir1 people. The dress included Kurta abi) tes: 
sers), Kantop (cap covering head and cars), Dupatta (hea 


r was an admixture 
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ceather shoes etc. In olden day 


tenes shoes, I 
Grass available people used to wea 


S Whey | 
sre not Tah 
hines were no andl and 
loose type of garment made of © (wool et Cloth) With 
sewen loose f, 


a pirdle of the same cloth iit ha iene my a People 
wy vonsequence together with tie Sing and his COUurtig 
oe d woollen clothes during summer anq Wi : 
wore both gees fn Tuzak-i-Jahangiri translate d by Ace 
el ger aaa self Ba 
Kishtwar at page 140 some time in 1620 A.D. About Raja of 
Kishtwar he writes, “He is not wanting in pica His dress is 
after the Indian fashion and he knows both Hindi and Kashmir 
(Kishtwari) languages. (Kashmiri was not spoken in Kishtwar g 
that time.) Contrary to other zamindars of those regions he looked 
like the inhabitant of a town”. Since the dawn of independence 
and moreso after the construction of motorable roads, linking 
Kishtwar with other places and towns, things have undergone a 
great change. Now people put on both cotton and woollen clothes 
properly sewen by tailors. These include pant, coat and shirt for 
tie aaa shalwar duptta and in some cases blouse and 
S. Moreover, lady shoes, sandals, canvas shoes, plastic 
pals are also worn by both men and women. Ladies 


Wear gold and si] 
eer Silver ornaments according to their status. These 
ace, bracelets, ear rings, ring etc 
The eatab] ? 
wheat, barley ia the people of Kishtwar in olden days included 
remote areas ond ae and vegetables grown locally. It 
Such ag mushrooms, Nee People used forest producls 


l etc. Peo l : 
i, and pove " SOPle were economically ven 
Position, A ty stricken in Comparison to present day 


; Ome la 


BFOWN Which fo Od, phan, Were very fond of apricot widely 
lib uince, apple aa rncipal fruit. Besides, wild grap 
erally a S, Walnuts, Pears, pome : were a 
1a, Writes ss 5 People as fruit. Jahanoir ae empel! 
lentils mn: ets Shtwar there are produced oe wher 
rics ‘ah Pulses. Differing from Kashif i 

Saffron Is finer than that ' of Kashi! 


gear), Coat, 
sewing mac 


| 
Ce Scanned with OKEN Scanner 


- 


Glimpses of Kishtwar History 113 
people also used Ghee (clarified butter) honey, whey and milk. 
agriculture was the main occupation of the people”. 

status of Women 


From times immemorial erstwhile Kishtwar state remained 
cut off from other places as there were no roads and direct 
routes. This badly told upon the living standard of the people who 
could not better their lives. Due to lack of education women folk 
were mostly confined to their household activities. However, they 
were held in high esteem and considered very important in all 
walks of life. Their participation in social, cultural and religious 
functions and rituals was very essential. Some of the women 
made a mark in the society by their valour, good work and ability. 
In Kishtwar history the name of one Kokila Devi (Koki Dev!) 
who was mainly responsible for the defeat of Mughal forces near 
Mugal Maidan then called Mughal Mazar or Burial place of 
Mughals, is prominently given a proper place in the history of 
Kishtwar. She is admired by local people of Kuleed and other 
villages in Kishtwar for her heroic task even uptil now. Shanker 
Dei popularly known as Shanker Maji (mother Shankar), hailing 
from Ganwai family of Kishtwar, who was married to Yaqub 
Shah Chak the exiled king of Kashmir in about 1572 AD., is 
highly respected and remembered by the people for her outstanding 
social welfare works through her own resources in the memory 
of her deceased husband. She got constructed a water course 
from Lahala stream to Zewer village and another from Godrashag 
'o Drangwaji pond near Nilkanth Mahadev temple in the main 
bazaar of Kishtwar town to mitigate the sufferings of people 
arisen out of water crisis. Fateh Khatoon was another woman 
from a noble family of Kishtwar, who was married to Ali Shah 
oa, grand father of Yaqub Shah Chak and became famous 11 
S court. 


; Then came Vilas Majj, a diplo 
; ngh, in whom the Raja had vested \ 
“ministration, Bhup Dei, sister of Raja 
| mmand of Mughal emperor was sent t 


mat queen of Raja Mehar 
d with all the powers of 
Kirat Singh, on the 
o Mughal court in 


hr le i atk ae —_ 


Ce Scanned with OKEN Scanner 


14 Glimpses of Kishtwar History 


1717 A.D. She entered Royal haram of emperor F arrukhsiyar but 
did not change her religion. According, to Irvine in Later Mughal, 
English version page 360, she was responsible for many scandal, 
in the royal court which ultimately became the chief reason that 
the emperor was deposed and murdered. Anwar Dei sister of 
Raja Anayatullah Singh and widow of one Yusaf Khan, who 
became regent of the infant king Mohd. Teg Singh ruled the stats 
for 12 years efficiently and vigorously. She was a brave womay 
whose capability kept the state intact. 


Krishna Mehta, sister of Om Mehta, former State Home 
Minister of India and wife of Mehta Duni Chand, who laid down 
his life as Deputy Commissioner Muzaffarabad when raiders 
from Pakistan attacked J&K State in 1947, was another great 
woman of Kishtwar. She was brought back to India along with 
her sons and daughters from Pakistan where she had been taken 
as a refugee from Muzaffarabad. She worked for the welfare of 
people. She was nominated as Member Parliament (M.P.) and 
represented J&K state. She founded Gandhi Seva Sadan Jammu. 
Khadi Gram Udyog Sang Allahabad and Himpuri Gandhi Seva 
Sadan Kishtwar. She was a great daughter of the soil. At present 
the status of women has risen highly because of educational 


advancement, occupation of higher posts and social status. They 
also excel in fine arts. 


Fairs and Festivals 


) Kishtwaris have 
me 
Who after pettin pi pastimes and gala days for the peopl 
themselves by maki of harvesting life to on” 
various pl . These fairs and melas are held ® 
folk music entertain th, fixed days where folk dance ne 

part and parcel ae ‘n the public. Before 1947 A.D. these W° 
kith and kin to fe life of Kishtwaris, They invited their frien® 
days celebrated hh Roe Processions were taken out e 
Tawans’ Were al fervour and gaiety. At times ‘Yajnas a 
SO performed, Some of these fairs and fest!v® 
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stil observed such as ‘Samsar’ (first day of the new year 
jocor ing to lunar year), Ramnavmi, Bisou (Baisakhi), Urs Shah 
fat d-ud-Din, Bhot Tsuro (offering to a meta physical being) 
Phalgun Purnima (now Lohrt), Gori Tritya, Nine day Tihars in the 
month of Phalgun and Halwanzan Bah (12" bright moon of 
phalgun). Besides, National festivals such as Janam Ashtami, Id- 
Fitr, Diwali, Dussehra, Id-ul-Zuha, Lohri, Id Milad-ul-Nab; ‘5h 
August (Independence Day), Republic Day, Shab-i-Barat and 
Shab-i-Miraj are also celebrated. . 


LITERATURE AND FINE ARTS 
Sanskrit Literature 


Kishtwar had been a dwelling place of fine arts and literature 
from hoary times. Some hymns of Rig Ved had been compiled by 
Rishis (sages) in Warwan pargana of Kishtwar. In about 2"4 
century BC Sage Nagsen wrote Milando Panho — Questions of 
King Milind, in a dialogue form in Pali language in Kishtwari 
script, which was probably the spoken language in Kishtwar during 
that period and in fact was simpler than Sanskrit. Characters in 
Brahmi, Kharoshti, Kishtwari Sharda and Sanskrit in Devnagari 
scripts and have been found on the ceiling of Bathastal cave in 
Dachhan, Stone Boulder at Zajnai in Warwan and Stone Temple 
Walls at Saiya Draman Nagseni respectively. This shows that 
people were conversant with these scripts in olden days. Most 
Probably the earliest Sanskrit literature and Rig Ved were ri 
In these scripts .During the reign of Raja Narinder Sen in a 3 
I" CAD. a book on topography and another on astrology w ‘ 
Witten in Sanskrit. The manuscripts of these books agen a. ‘i 
‘Way by some scholars for publication but have been spar ote F i 
"lat period one Shree Vak composed a book on sana Bea 

@ngrah” in Sanskrit language. Raja Maha Singh nh a = Town, 

Poet in Sanskrit. Sangram Dev, a Brahmin of bys Sd ite 

pote “Rajvansh Kirti Komudi” — 4 historica Te criet iat 
Jas of Kishtwar in Sanskrit verse — ot, Pandit 

Nailable now. All these were written in “christhal 
Lal Jyotshi, a renowned astrologer and 


but the manus®” 
Devnagar! scrl 
writer, wrote 
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Devi gear nens had been the cradle of Sanskrit languag 
past. (7am - ‘ym ancient times. It is a misfortune that the gj, 
and literature I aneet preserved up to this time, Sanskrit lose 
manuscripts me i. Muslims penetrated in this erstwhile State 
its glory as § 


Hindi Literature 


: ‘ndi literature and poetry made pr. 

In medieval rare a in public gatherings ; = 
pone tag tae composed himself poetry in Hindi. Pt. Dina 
Nath S/o Shata of Kishtwar town wrote “History of Kishtwar’ in 
Hindi in 1885 A.D. which was taken away by Molvi Hashmatullah, 
got it translated in Urdu and used it for wnting History of Kishtwar 
in Tarikh-i-Jammu. Original manuscript is not available. Present 
day Kishtwar has witnessed emergence of some poets and writers 
in Hindi language. Krishana Mehta of Kishtwar former Member 
Parliament, wrote “Kashmir Par Hamla” in Hindi. 


Persian Literature: 


. Since the advent of Islam in Kishtwar in 17% century A.D. 
and influx of Muslims from Kashmir Persian made inroads in the 


Sst ruler Mohd. Teg Singh were 
Sed verses in Persian language. 
S in their courts. Nassar-ud-Din 
some others were Persian scholats 
ated history of Kishtwar in Persia” 
Arfeen’ in Persian verse. Ghulam 
ati and Cultura] Fagin Scholar une receive 
Persian literat Academy awards for his meritori0 
ure. 


arts and ¢ 
They held poet te 


‘Nasar’, Zia-ud 
and poets, 


Ur 


ma : 
T has net a In Kishtwar in the past. However 
"ced some scholars. poets and write® 
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_ Urdu who have contributed to Urdu literature. ‘Ishrat Kashmiri? 
cs Urdu Poet and scholar who wrote Tarikh-i-Kishtwar in Urdu 

lam Rasul ‘Nishat’ a Cultural Academy award winner was a 
versatile writer and poet of repute in Urdu who has authored 
spout a dozen of books both in Urdu prose and poetry and thus 
gontributed a lot to Urdu literature. Ghulam Nabi Doolwal, popularly 
igown as ‘Janbaz Kishtwari’ has also contributed sufficiently to 
Urdu literature. Ghulam Mohd. Butt ‘Ulfat Kishtwari’ is an Urdu 
poet whose work is a solid contribution to Urdu literature. Many 
other poets and scholars have been contributing and enriching 
Urdu literature. Among them is Wali Mohd. ‘Aseer Kishtwari’ 
who has written “Tasveer-i-Zila Doda’ in prose and some other 
books. Abdul Rashid “Fidda Kishtwari’? Naseema Bano writer of 
‘Roohe Nishat’”” Man Mohan Gupta ‘Qaesar’, Jagdish Raj Rana 
‘Ushaq Kishtwari’, Chuni Lal Parihar ‘Talakh Kishtwari’ and 
some others also contributed to Urdu_literature 
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Kashmiri Literature 


a 


Kishtwar has also produced a good number of poets and 

scholars who wrote in Kashmiri. Ghulam Rasul Kamgar has 
translated Dr. Iqbal’s “Israr-o-Ramaz” in Kashmiri and also 
composed ‘Natya Kalam’ in this language. Ghulam Nab1 ‘Janbaz 
Kishtwari’ composed verses in Kashmiri. “Pholwain Sanger Is 
lis contribution to this language. Ghulam Qadir Beerwari composed 
"rses in Kashmiri. His collections “Change-Reh” has been 
Published by his son Aseer Kishtwari who also writes verses 
Kashmiri language. Besides, Hans Raj. “Wazir Kishtwarl , sohan 
E Ganjoo ‘of Ekhala, Nishat Kishtwari, Ulfat Kishtwani, Parvez 
Dhe Tayab’. Fidda Kishtwari, Mushtaq Kishtwari, Syad Kishtwar1, 
“eb, Mohd. Amin Doolwal, Hasrat Kishtwari and many others 
Ye contributed and enriched Kashmiri literature and the process 
€S on 


Kichtwar 
Shtwari Literature 
een able to develop any 


Kishtwari language has not b because of nom 


SOnable quantum of literature of its O 
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bility of any script * down to posterl x mn oe Written for 
ailabilt , 
ae fic = - cn destroyed ey . s ee aa Howevey 
7 manuscripts - ‘olk-music a rep : a Poetry j, 

a oe Salle c table | rand Pe 

Kishtwarl 1 ew ich 15 available ‘th Kista a, 
Kishtwatl language mposed poctry } atl language 
Some peop eC | warl of Matta, Lassa Joo Rana 
° in . Wazir’, Janbaz Kishtwari, Bags 


Chander Kishtwatl, Mo han Garib, Jagdish Raj 
Nath Palmarl, » *  Mfastana’, Bans! Lal Bhagat and others 
‘Dilgir’, Swamt SAI ot to enrich this literature. Recently 
They are d. Principal, has brought out a book 


harma Ret ae out z 
i Sahitya and Sanskriti’ in Devnagarl Script. He 
tas elaborately discussed Kishtwari language and compiled the 


poems and verses composed by Kishtwarl poets in Kashtwan 
language. He himself composes verses 1) Kishtwart language 
which are thought provoking. Thus he has been contributing greatly 
for the development of Kishtwari literature. 
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Paddri Literature 


Paddri is a Pahari language spoken by the people of ? ada 
Pargana of Kishtwar. Some poets of Paddar have been composi 
songs in this language and contributing to Paddri literature ™ " 
etccidl style. Rattan Lal of Gulabgarh, Jia Lal Palsat ; 

i Hiern, Lalof Masoo, Sobha Ram, Nath Ram of Att 
and Bhagat Ram of Sohal ; ¢ Paddar 
have bee 1. are some of the poets 0 

" Contributing to Paddarj 1 
ari literature. 


Music and Dance 


ishtwar has deve 


and 
| oi 
dance Which has loped an indigenous style of mus! { 


ife ° 
ome “ar Part and parcel of socio-cultur! : i 
c e el Kishtwar were lovers of “ ws 
“MPOsed by on She rah, a book on classical ats i 
during Raja Narinder sen 4 
; Ja arin AD: 
tay Sangram Singh, in about 13" ‘out 
Was organized in the Parad 
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gishtwat in the month of Bhadoon where dancing and singing 

nd an effigy of an elephant was performed for two days 
- year. Local musicians and folk dancers added to its glory 
ov splendour Later on in 19th C.A.D. Bhands (Opera dancers) 
vied this festival. Bhands were superb artists of music, dance, 
- and mimicry and played on different types of musical 
struments like “Chang, Rabab, Surnaie’ and beat different kinds 
of drums. ‘Zagroo’ is another purely indigenous Kishtwari music 
and dance held in Saroor, Sarthal, Nagsem, Paddar, Palmar, 
Thakarie, Kontwara and other parganas of Kishtwar. Enchanting 
unes of flute and ‘Dhoce’— a kind of drum, make people dance 
and sing around a bonfire for the whole night singing, dancing, 
and enjoying themselves. Janbaz Kishtwari introduced “Challant | 
music which is of pure Kishtwari origin. During harvesting of 
crops, grass cutting, winnowing, husking and planting of paddy, 
both male and female, sing in chorus. In marriage ceremonies 
ladies sing in chorus various songs in Kishtwari language aptly 


meant for different stages of the ceremony. 
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Kishtwarl Language 


rmonious culture and variety op 
ken languages Both | educated and uneducate 
spoken ge. Geographically, culturally, racially 


sak the sa ; 
spea and ethenically erstwhile Kishtwar state and the 
ot a homogeneous unit. It is a 


; is the land of ha 
Kishiwe” d dialects. 


i languages. Hindus of Kishtwar, 
ru tehsils speak Kishtwari whereas Paddan is 
addar Tehsil. Hindus of Saroor 
_ a dialects of Bhaderwahi. 


multilingua 
Phari, Gogtl, Pa 
Marwa and Chat 
spoken by all communities 1n Pp 


pargana and Bawanjwah speak Saroorl 
Kishtwari language, though unwritten, has various dialects of its 


own in Dachhan, Udil, Nagseni, Kontwara, Trigam, Thakane, 
Keshwan, Palmar, Chingam, Pogal, Paristan, Dessa and Suaz 
No dought, Pogali and Sirazi are dialects of Kishtwari languags: 
the mode of sentence structure, tone and accents is to a grea 
extent the same as that of Kishtwari. 


Origin of Kishtwari 


r aoe originated from Prakrit — the spoken language 
Sanskrit which 'h in ancient times. The literary languas* we 
conveniently be as close relationship with Prakrit. It ca 

called sister language of Kashmiri as both pave 


originated fr : 
ora =n Prakrit which is much simpler than Sanskl™ 
rit has originat 
ed from P we natu 
rakriti meaning real and te 


Prakrit was 

used b 

iterally language used by the Leone vn their Spee” ig w 
y the literate and cultured people 
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a gait. Grierson, the i. writes in Linguistic Survey of India 

vol IX patt IV page 6 “Ka hana's Rajatarangini is full of references 

to the Khasas. Khashalya 1s certainly the valley of Khaisal which 

ads from Marbal pass on the south east corner of Kashmir 
jown to Kishtwar. They spoke a language closely allied to 
sanskrit. This language was definitely Prakrit which was spoken 
by the people of Kishtwar. Kishtwari is a Prakrit having close 
,finity with Sanskirt. It was originally written in Kishtwari language 
having some resemblance with Takri, Sharda and Lahanda 
characters. In the editorial of Pali Dictionary Swami Dawaka 
Das Shashtri, the editor and translator of Milind- Panho Pali in 
Hindi, writes at page one that the language which gave birth to 
Indian languages and which is spoken in various Indian states at 
present though with some difference is called Prakrit. Thus these 
languages are called Prakrits. One of the earliest Prakrits was 
Pali which became the official language of Buddhists. It has been 
asreed upon by history writers that Milind Panho or Questions 
of King Milind— a Pali treatise, was first written in Kishtwari 
language and in Kishtwari script. The original text is, however, 
not available anywhere but its English, Hindi, Chinese, Sinhali and 
Pali translations are available at present. 

Jyoteeshwar Pathik writes at page 39 in “Cultural Heritage 
of the Dogras,” The argument between Menander and Nagsen 
tesulted in a treatise called Milinda Panho which was later 
anslated into Pali and many other languages. 

The scholars on Kashmir history claim that } 

“8sena and was written in old Kishtwari language having * 

"Ose resemblance with Sanskrit. Prof. Mohy-ud-Din Hajnt also 

| Mites at page 4 of his book ‘Kashur phan 

_ “Miitted that Buddhist sage Nagsena was perhaps © a 

ote his book sari 7 the then Kishtwar i-Kashmin : 

| alogue form. It was translated in Pali and Sinhali. The orgina 
| Ving lost, its translation is extant,” 


t came from 


“It has now been 
Kashmiri who 


Kishtwari Language 


; Grierson 
Like Kashmiri Kishtwari is also a language though Gr 


ETT GUIDE - ? 


| 
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i a dialect of Kashmiri and a mixe 


; d di 
has called Kishtwar ; 


. ect 
t when this issuc of languages a ra thorough, 
W C . me : ‘ ‘ y y/ 
Bu iysed, Grierson’s postulation is found untenable, He has jo 
analysed, 


probably studied Kishtwar! a erie ental Pie Cte. He 
seems to have been influenced Y ) : Spoken by 
Muslims of Kishtwar and its cia ‘i lance With 
Kashmiri which is not pure Kashmiri but as Close affinity to the 
Kashmiri of the valley. So Kishtwari- Kashmiri IS a dialect o¢ 
Kashmiri. At page 237 in a “Gazeteer of Kashmir’ the writers 
say “The language of Kishtwar is not that of Kashmir but js Said 
to resemble the dialect spoken on hills in the neighbour-hood of 
Simla.” This, too, cannot be considered as true because Kishtwar 
language is altogether a different language having close affinity 
to Pali, Prakrit and Sanskrit. Kishtwari language has been preserved 
from the admixture of words and phrases from other languages 


and dialects. However, the original Prakrit spoken by common 


man of Kishtwar in olden times has absorbed some words from 


Dogri, Panjabi and Persian languages but to a limited extent. The 


present form of Kishtwari is the direct outcome of Prakrit, Pal 
or Sanskrit. 


Language as per Dictionary definition, is a system 0 
communication used by the 


Profession Consisting of soun 


try oy the people of a particular country © 
‘Sa form of a language that pople speak 
* country containing some different Wo 
Ca regional dialect. A dialect is simply an) 
ntten literature ie nguage regional Or social. a ne , 
'S Concerned | can gl Pt of its own. So far Kishtwati wae i] 
Present has Neither also be termed as a language ape f 
i writen net nor literature. Script Is - | 

a list oo @ particular language. Grierso" ay 


and gramm 


habitual va 
W 


ar, It can b 
rety of 


-Aishtwari alphab at page 
: en u Phabets (letters) ihe 
Cnd of thig chapter Kee ndia Vol-VII part-II reproduced i ; 


‘ 0 
anguage Only but alphabet, a Out that Kishtwarl had “ci! 
*'S0O which he names Kishtwa! | 
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come historians and writers are of the view that Milind Panho 
4g written in Kishtwari script and language was also Kishtwart. 
sa Kishtwari had originated from Prakrit or Sanskrit, the 
— of Kishtwari people 10 ancient times must have be 
Pali- simpler than Sansksit, written in Kishtwari script. There are 
qumerous Kishtwari words spoken by the people of Kishtwar 
which have great affinity to Pali or Sanskrit. In fact, almost every 
word of pure Kishtwari is a Sanskrit word, some in degenerated 
form whereas some other very surprisingly in true form. Kewal] 
Krishan Shama in his book “Kishtwari Bhasha Sahitya aur 
Sanskritt’” has worked out a number Kishtwari words, phrases 
and sentences having great affinity to Sanskrit language. D.C. 
Sharma, the author of this book, has also given a glossary at page 
199 of his book entitled “History and Culture of Kishtwar” showing 
marked difference in Kashmiri, Kishtwari, Sanskrit language 
groups. Here also Kishtwari seems akin to Sanskirt. 


Ishrat Kashmiri writes at page M in his authored book Tarikh- 
Kishtwar “Kishtwari is not a dialect because old Kashmiri was 
not a dialect. Since it got no royal patronage it remained unattended 
by the poets and scholars. However, it remained alive because of 
the patronage of common people”. It is a fact that due to lack 
of royal patronage Kishtwari language could not develop it’s 
literature in written form. During hey days of Kishtwar some 
Poets, scholars and history writers wrote books on topography, 
Classical music, poems, literature of which we only find references 

"Te and there in old records but the original manuscripts have 
cither been taken away by scholars or destroyed by the invading 
rces and vagaries of the time. As such there is nothing available 
™ traceable which can throw light on the subject. A heap of 
nUscripts in old Kishtwari and Sharda scripts were found in 
ghunath temple Kishtwar by the author together with Ram 
°vak Sharma, Pradhan Acharya Bhartiya Vidya Mandir Kishtwar 
a When. the priest of the temple was approached for le fe 
“Mm after some time it was revealed that the manuscripts hac 
“n immersed into the river Chandra Bhaga as per past practice. 
4S old Tecord, if any, has not come down to posterity for 


cn 
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t from obscurity. The old manuscript 


sarc ‘ing, out the pas 
rescarch to bring the Scholars who used them Fy: 


had also been taken away by 
publication and personal record. 

Of late we have found some inscriptions on the stone Plates 
of a temple built all in stones at Saiya Draman in Nagseni Pargana 
of Kishtwar. The inscribed letters have been found in Sharda 
script but some inscriptions which had been termed as unknown 
scripts” by D.C. Sharma in “History and Culture of Kishtwar’ 
some letters resemble with the alphabets in Kuishtwari script 
However, these inscriptions have not so far been deciphered 
Griersion has not recorded all the alphabets of Kishtwari SCTipt. 
He is of the view that Kishtwari was intermediary between Sharda 
script of Kashmir and Takri script of Panjab. 


Bhola Nath Tiwari writes at page 342 in his Book Bhasha 
Vgian in Hindi “Kishtwar located on the south east of Kashmir 


has its own language written in its own script. It has originated 
from Sharda”. 


language has ihe 7 heii ne present Spoken Kishtwan 
, rably been influenced by its neighbouring 
anguages like Bhaderwahi, Dogri, Kashmiri and other Pahari 
: Sukh Dev Singh Charak Kishtwatl 
Kashmiri belong 7m A and’ Pahari (Rambani, Bhadarwali) 
is of the opini ag croup of languages. Grierson, howeve 
Saf at Kashmir language of which Kishtwati is # 
a It has come to a large extent under the 
; cane languages spoken to its south. It has 
htwar; — substantiated by other historia 
It is akin t GC euaee belongs to Indo-Aryan fam!) 
basis. Kashmir; of the ° anskrit and as such cannot have Dé 
Present times has undergone great chane® 
m P ersian, Pashto, Arabic and ° 
ut Kishtwari has remained unchang 


ed Words TO 
languages } 
ent. 
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Kishtwari Alphabets 


English Hindi 


Kishtwari 
a,a aT xy 
byty E Bt at zg é 
Uu,,wu, ot SF BA sit str 6 
al oe Par é 
Ka oH =o 
Ka ORT oe oe Bek 
Kis Ki Pon AY pole 
KUL oa 2 
‘KL = ~ 
KS 2. 
Haut ear DEG 
Karri ITF 2 
Ka oT ie 
Kin& ne % 3a 
Za ST | | 
English Hindi Kishtwar! 
ba rs 9 - 
bhea aT me 
na P= oa 
Ya. | i 
ra = ae 
{ea at at 
Va vo 
Sha 27 3 | 
Kea ro ay ae 
Sa <1 


| 


Ce Scanned with OKEN Scanner 


12 


Kishtwarl Bhashya 
a 
: . Variety of langua 
ene is the le dof harmonious culture Sistine puages 
Kishewar is the © » mountainous terrain. {t is an old 


ken in t 
saying, that “char kos par pal 


dialectical changes tak 
in such an are 


kilometres and more 0) 
been inhabited by emigrants of different parts 
different languages. The geographical barriers, separating one 


illaga from the other, do also widen this difference. 
| Many scholars have done resarch work on the languages of 
this area as per their source and study including Sir George 
nee In his book “Linguistic Survey of India’: he has considered 
ores Bhashya as a dialect of Kashmiri language. Bu! 
considered pete esac Rican Sanskrit, ‘canno! : 
A 1a . 
ect. No doubt some words are common | 


Kishtwari and K 117 
- ashm ar 
ongin. iri but that is because of their commo! 


e, ath kos par vani’, that the 


To disc 
uss about the origi 
task. The views and o . origin of any language is a complex 
pinions put forth by eminent scholars 


ntell 
strengthened in ie “ that he can communicate his 
rened by the statement nay . This very thought wae 
a Germ ‘gmule 
on earth, Rj was n an scholar Stiss! 
, V S not me 
Therefore, Vent  the oldest book in the library 6 gift 0 
in the library of the wor 


anskrit is : 
considered mostly the oldest janguas” 
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sis Sanskrit canes from Vedic Sanskrit. Later on Pali 
and prakrit also lea ~~ literary Sanskrit. Pali and Prakrit 
Pe simple form of literary Sanskrit became spoken languages 
vp the common people. Since, literary Sanskrit was in written 
inl did not go under any change. Pali and Prakrit being easily 
soker. languages went under many changes and Kishtwari is 


jjo an outcome of the same change. 


Kishtwari Bhashya has no Script of its own available at this 
fine. It has a close affinity with Sansk rit on the basis of ‘Tadbhava 
iad Tatsama’ origin of words. It is completely a proverbial language 
wd hardly one can find a sentence which does not have any 
proverb or phrase in it. This depicts the proper development of 
language. The sematic and syntatic study of both the languages, 
Sanskrit and Kishtwari, show their closeness linguistically as well 
as culturally. 

In the absence of its script and literature Kishtwari Bhashya 
mained preserved and alive by passing on verbally from one 
seneration to another. The child learns it from family members 
and friends as mother tongue and thus passed it on to the coming 

| gcneration. It may be considered a blessing from God or a miracle 
of Kishtwari Bhashya that a child who speaks Kishtwart can 
“sily leam Dogri, Kashmiri etc. Prevalent in this part ee 
'~“untry. But presently we have been overtaken by the tren’ ° 
‘peaking to our children in languages other than our mother ongu , 
Nod ee ortant and pivotal for keeping 
oubt English, Urdu, Hindi are impor" Kut still our 
Pace with f stitions in the world but st 
3 ith fast developing compe ‘Janeuage and this must 
‘tg tongue is a most important sweet ot 
Prominence during day to day En | windows of my 
. 4 “T want ep V ee, 
Mahatma Gandhi once said, “I want to Keee yp my feel 
Mn 1 also want to kee} 
Open for fresh breeze, but + ie time that steps are 
lak Y planted in home soil.” Therefore, It !S 
e 


0 to preserve our rich linguistic heritage: ari language 

0 Dismayed over the minimum use of Risa Kishtwat made 

Mur fa : ‘ inent citizens 7 iidren 
mily conversation the promine aoe their cht 

jg ssionate appeal to all the parents ; arned also 

' “Onverse in Kishtwati. A body of Ie 
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c , 
, ich was nam ‘ 
constituted aug assigned the work of preservation and 


by literature 4 
Kishtwarl Bhashya gue oleae 
beliefs, festivals etc are 1 


a Common Language 


The common language has no narrow pense It includes 
accepts and adopts common words from other languages be i 
national or international. We don’t find any languages presently in 
the same form, style and tone as it was spoken by our ancestors 
long long ago. Passage of time has changed the tone, style and 
form of the language and Kishtwari Bhashya has not remained 
untouched, It has also embraced many national and international 
wods such as: 


(a) Chimta | Faq 


Kishtwari Bhashya as 


Mukka Wahl 
Chamach gag 
(b) = Iijat — 
Cigarettee fone 
Store _ 
Kitchen 
Bathroom aT is 
_ YER 


Darshan and Chintan in 


The SOcial 
use of | a enarsiia! 
and Chintan? anguage in Its contribution towards D “ ip 
VIEW the sogj © Very language philosphical. Keep” 


Marriage son Clits, local sch q ‘pha 
times, Whic band Other Pray Slats haye-coniposs cic 


ers in thi the er. 
People for gp. SUB On the ayn nn anguage fom ” sit 
Observing Moral Ri irene occassions, 
values and ; 
social service. 


Kishtwari Bhashya 
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There are many words in Kishtwari, like Sanskrit, ending 
with a stress of sound ‘a’. This is called Visargant in Sanskrit. 


ea: Hatha Hand 

HU: Katha Jalks 

fda: Kitaba Books 

ec: Hala Hal 

Words with one Phonetic ‘ %4f4’ giving different meanings as 
in Sanskrit: 

WS Shond Face 

WS Rond Stone 

avs Dand Punishment 

WS Gand Bind 

qe Pand — Poteli 

Ws Chand Slap 

Fs Rand Widow 


Meaningful and Meaningless Words Spoken 
at the Same Breath: 


SIet- ATT Dal-wal Pulses etc 
Tsi-ata Mangia-Wangia’ Chapati etc 
W4-arq Chaya- waya Tea etc 


Here first word is meaningful whereas the entailed word 1s 


neaningless. 


Words with Hidden Meaning as in Sanskrit 


; ken in 
Like Sanskrit in Kishtwari also some words are spo 


“onversation having some hidden meaning. | | 
some family, people will say: 
ome one tells a long story 
ating Ramayana. 


Suppose there is a quarrel in 
ete in Mahabharta in their home. If s 
ot his own, people will say: he 1s nart 
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s ironically wh iy. 
We use some words and sentence wy, WBE We T gay. 


A poor PCrSON...... ry he is rich (dhant) mf 
A, po JCrSON....-ee | 

wan 
Weak mam....ciscccccccceery Paha —— 
A. Via....cccccceeeeceeeserreeeseereee® Satya wan war 


Words of Reception of Reptition Giving the Same Meaning 


femrera vad Himalya parvat 
Ta A Gus nayar go away 


aia Fae: Wariya jiyadha too much 


Words used in Honour and Politeness 


There are some sentences and words in Kishtwri Bhashya 
which we use in different ways to be more polite and civilized: 

When some one dies, we don’t say he died. Instead we say: 
@ IR: AI - Su Thu Poorha Gayamut - he has completed 
his life span. 

Ladies generally do not name their husbands and elders out 
of respect and regard in general public. Instead, if asked they 
=pavey It through some other source present at that occassion: 
“a: Gea ae sa aM: 

Chala Jabuk Tosi | 


mnon Nam— : ; £ 
my husband. m—please tell him the name 0 


talk to a Person in plural for to give 
7A FH - wh “spect as Tosi kiya thayav karan- fa #1! 

What are your doing, sir. 
Wor ds of P . 

ass 

In Kishtwari pre und’ Love in Kishtwari Bhashya 

ones out of Passion = ts People give nick names to their youn® 
TART Achen eve and call them:- azz -tsTaw 

In : NA 
lo be taken, be ee “te. Here word for word meaning in not 
these words, 4S some great meaning for them who us? 


) 
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pad Prayoe (Word Usage) in Kishtwari Bhashya 
58 


¢ 5 e used same t : ; | | | 
won © eg Oo same in Sanskrit and Kishtwarj 


, called Tatsam words:- 
# “NSKRIT 

Ashram 

Agyan 

Van 

Pooja 

Amavas 

Pooran mashi 

Sandhya 

Buddhi 

Ganga jal 

Vighan 

Moorakh 

Anparh 

Dani 

Dihan 

Seva 

Amrit 

Sanskrit words which 


HINDI 


ST ST TT 
HHI 


ce ne 14 a a a3 i 


Change are called Tadhbhava words:- 


SANSKRIT 
I ~ Patra 
" ~ Hasth 
~ Nidra 
Sey Lavan 
a Gram 


KISHTWARI 
AAA 
Aa 


aR 


d in Kishtwan with slightest 


are use 
KISHT WARI —_— 
yat - pater Lea 
za — hath Hand 
Frat + ninder wy 
salt 
— loon 
- - ~ village 
Kewal Krishan Sharma 


Retd. principal 
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ges Spoken in Kishtwar 


ous culture and variety of 
t area under its occupation 
le in hilly areas speak 
q dialect of Kashmiri 
ing in Kishtwar district 
ahari dialects of their 


Kishtwar 15 nd of harmont 
spoken language 
almost half of Kas 
differently. Only Kisht 
language, 1S spoken by a 
though they are also convers 


hmir divisions, PeOP 
wari-Kashmirl, 

Il the Muslims liv 
ant with the p 


local areas. 


Kishtwari-Kashmiri 
It is a dialect of Kashmiri language and George Grierson has 
4 eae called Kishtwari a dialect of Kashmiri for this Kishtwari- 
a a a It is spoken by all the Muslims in Kishtwar 
Survey of ae eet saee eer 4 part III of Linguiste 
of Kashmir and : _ VIL “Kashmiri 1s the language of the valley 
basis, it has ee valley. Although it has a Dard 
Indo-Aryan langua ~ a large extent under the influence of the 
which has a aoe: “pe to its south. It is the only language 
Hay of Ka pge S64, ch heel le 
Morgenste it! Pandits and schol sj is traditionally Or C 
ena m and Ralph L. T ars like Jules Black, Ge" 
off- shoot of the Ind urner agree with them that Kashi" 

o-Aryan or Sanskrit language. 


In ancient tj 
ihe language wth ae of Kashmir viz. Kashmiri pandits 
abs wy om With th ch was called Kashmiri. It assum® ae 
orbed many Rabie Passage of time due t fi on influ’: M4 
S from Persian, Arabic, ciara Tibeta" | 
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¢ groups. Old Kashmiri had close relationship with Kishtwar 
a the same source of origin-Prakrit, Pali or Sanskrit. The old 
wet had developed its own script, the famous Sharda Script 
me old manuscript in Sharda script have till date been preserved 
. Kashmir. Presently ‘Persian Script has been adopted for this 
ynguage- However, Kishtwari language, too, had its own script 
aed Kishtwan senipt and the historians believe that Milindo-- 
panho OF Questions of King Milind of Sakal (Sialkot of Pakistan) 
«as originally written in Pali language and the script used was 
Kishtwari script. Some even consider old Kishtwari and Pali quite 


jose to each other and perhaps old Kishtwari was Pali itself. 


There is a great variation in Kashmiri spoken in the valley of 
Kashmir and speech of common Muslims of Kishtwar. To 
soregate their identity the converted Muslims of Kishtwar adopted 
Kashmiri of migrated Muslims of Kashmir to Kishtwar as their 
poken language. Since their influx in Kishtwar in 18 century - 
sme Kishtwari words still continued to be spoken by them during 
tte course of their speech. Thus there developed a change in the 
ime, accent and even words in Kishwari-Kashmiri and Kashmun 

e. It can, as such, be called a dialect of Kashmir. 


Kalhana, the reputed historian of Kashmir and author at Raja- 
“rangini written in 1148-49 A.D., had no knowledge of Kishtwar 
Mincipality. He has referred to Kishtwar at a very few places a 

‘ja tarangini, He was ignorant of the fact that some parts . 

8 Ved, the sacred scripture of Hindus, and Yajur Ved wer . , 
“mpiled by Rishis (Seers) at Rikenvas then called Rishi — 
; “atwan area and Kiber Nala in Dachhan area on eh det 
§ ls even Silent about Nagsen, the greatest Buddhist scholar ¢ 


Uce i - S } é d 


ho ‘ent times 
vege Braphical links during those dhys. 4 seni eal tinge. 
| 1a : ; 
Pal Se common speech all over sqsier than Sanskrit— 
the = the outcome of Prakit and was al ‘s considered 
“tary lan ‘me, Therefore, 4 ‘no the same 
. a t time. ; the § 
ag Sister gis cs peas aanal on the basis of hav!ns 


Ou; 
* of origin— Prakrit. 
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Paddari 

Paddari is a pahari dialect spoken by the Hindus of Paddar 
Muslims settled in paddar also speak paddart male their mothe; 
tongue is Kashmri, Paddari 1s a swect language ike Bhaderwabi 
but has no close affinity with it. Paddar at present is a tehsil of 
Kishtwar district. It has very little been influenced by the common 
speech of the people living in her neighbourhood viz. Ladakh, 
Tibet. Himachal Pradesh, Bhaderwah, Bhalesa and Nagseni areg 
of Kishtwar tehsil. It is also an off- shoot of Indo-Aryan group 


of languages. 


Ladakhi 


The Bhots of Paddar living in Hango, Haloti, Suncham, Lussani, 
Kabban, Chakroi and Tun Villages of Bhot Nala and Ishtihari and 
Gandhari Nala of Paddar speak Ladakhi dialect which is quite 
different from Paddari, These Bhots/Buddhists have migrated 
from Zanskar via Umasi La and settled in the above mentioned 


villages. They have preserved their own language but has been 
influenced by Paddari. 


Gojri Language 
a cee district, of late, has been inhabited by Guijjars also. 
Y Nave settled down to agriculture j 
Palmar, Cheerji, Pyl] suture in Chatru, Udil, Keshwan, 
, ? T)l, Palle gee Dool, Tr igam, Saroor, Bawanjwah, 
ti te with their cows and buffaloes. They 
Net 'S Called Gojri, Parimu or Hindki. This 
abi and belong to Rajasthan! 
ey have migrated to ae 
about Guijjars is that they spe 
ape t Wars 1s that they 
from Raja stan Pie saa J&K state even after their migration 
VW: ' adrade . : 
nave imbibed some wordy at As a result of interaction th 
Preserved their Orginal lan ather local dialects but they havé 
Written in Persian script 8uage in their homes. It is mostly 


st Interesting fact 


(@ 3 Scanned with OKEN Scanner 


g 


glimpses oF 


; and Bawanjwali 


Kishtwar History a6 


garoor 
Saroor and Bawanjwah are parganas of Kishtwar district. 


rhese have, ever since the rule of Kishtwar Rajas, remained part 
of Kishtwar state. The people of these areas speak Saroori in 
root pargana and Bawanjwali in Bawanjwah Pargana which 
have close affinity with Bhaderwahi— a pahari language. These 
ue dialects of Bhaderwahi language but in a degenerated form. 
The accent and speech vary to a great extent in these dialects. 
Bhaderwahi has no script of its own but its literature is being 
developed in Devnagari script as also in Persian script. 
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Saffron in Kishtwar 


The erstwhile Kishtwar state, presntly a district in J ammu 
and Kashmir State, has an area of 7824 square kms with Kishtwar, 
d Chatru as its tehsils. It has a population 


Manrwa, Atholi (Paddar) an aa 
of about 2,25,420 souls. Out of 156 revenue villages of Kishtwar 
district only four revenue villages namely Hiryal, Matta, Pochhal 


and Lach Daya Ram are famous for the production of saffron. 

About 150 hectares of the cultivable land has been occupied 

for saffron cultivation. On an average about five quintals of 

a produced annually in this part of Kishtwar district called 
andal. 


The Botanical name of saffron is ‘Crocus Sativas’. Its sanskrit 


roucho 
non, rs Sethe ete Inia. Is pro 


S saffron produce. India takes second place. 
S superior to that of Pompur 1 
anslated in English by Alexandet 
/ tee: Kishtwar there asi 
_ 8, millets and pulses. Differin 
€ saffron ; c. Its Saffron is finer than that 
‘ieee as pay, to a body 

facia . Chl) who are old retainers 
due of plucking flower pF Climate of the place e 

ing of red and yellow carpe" 
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~Jahangiri ty 
0 the autho 


It Produces litt] 
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etals. Moreover, it requires moderate rain 


ep ; 
jae of planting of bulbs and flowering during, the 
. 


5 production of saffron in India dates back t 
_4 about five thousand years back. There is Sider teen 


a 
4 iho 27th Chapter of Sabha Parva in Mahabharta part | ie “) 
entions the name of ‘Lohit Mandal’ alongwith ten vihes 


uandalas. There is no doubt that Kishtwar was one of the eleven 
gates in Divigrit now called “Duggar’ and then ‘Duggar Desh’ 
johit 1n sanskrit means ‘kum kum’ (saffron). So it seems that 
Kishtwar produced saffron even in ancient times. The area under 
gfiron cultivation in Kishtwar around Kishtwar town is called 
Mandal” even at present which has remained out of ancient 
[ohit Mandal. The saftron of this place is superior in quality, 
fragrance and usefulness than that of other places. In History of 
Kashmir page 223 P.N.K. Bamzai writes, “the cultivation of 
saffron has been a monopoly of Kashmir from ancient times. 
According to Kalhana it was one of the five things for which 
Kashmir was famous and the privilege of royality to use it as a 
sented slove or emollient. The legend about its origin connects 
it with the plateau of Padampura (Pompur) where the first bulb 
was planted by the famous physician, Wagbhatta, who recieved 
t as a gift from Naga Takshaka on his being cured of an eye 
disease.” During Buddha’s period saffron colour was eae) 
ittroduced for colouring the robes of ‘bikhshus or lei = 
Buddha, There is, however, no evidene that nt seh : $ a 
‘ 1 Imported from outside India to this place. 1S 

Nptures and old languages Just 


iCl ooking of 
Saffron is a condiment used 1n medicines, © g 


ve E the forehead by the 
ae and applying of a mark (tilak) on d auspicious 1n 


; US in India. Its aroma and colour 15 ‘¢ ig crunched 
country. It ‘s subtle. I : hed 

. Its taste 1S SUDI™: as) crushec 
'nder teeth it tastes bitter. Two OF three carpels (stigma i es 
a mixed in milk make it 2 healthy tonic. Its sian Leis 
“whole atmosphere and gives special Haven : ani etc. It 1s 
“oked food, m : udding, sweets rice dishes, 9! 

? Ca > p ; 


fy all this. 


ETT GUIDE - 10 
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mixed with “kehwa’” tea espacially in Kashmir Which makes jt 
supreme in colour and flavour. Besides, it is digestive, 


‘ F . Sedative 
curative and exhilarant. Now a days it is the costliest ¢ 


Ondiment 

Saffron flowers bloom in the month of October-Novembe, 
every year. The saffron bulbs, are planted in the month of july 
August and September. It requires a particular kind Of soil fo, 
cultivation. The land proposed for this purpose is available in 
Mandal area of Kishtwar and Pompur in Kashmir. At NO other 
place in J&K or India the blubs thus planted will produce any 
crop. The bulbs decompose and do not yield any crop. By the en 
of August and September the saffron cultivated plots are m 
soft with pickaxe. The Overgrown grass is removed. This proc 


Pre ae 
ances like made by the people engaged in 186 


Wax and Molasses are "gold and sunflower pe 


mixed in the ‘patti’ to give 


Cultivation, Subst 
Or bits of 
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on colour. The original Property of safr 139 
from business point of view and for easy bide 


“fron the ‘turla/guchhi’ is the 


best typ 
a : ©. H 
sont day rate of saffron of Kishtwar ; costlier. The 


id 1.00,000 per kg. Safranin (patti) is 4 N Rs. 90099 


> VE I yellow 
qower. These vellow carpels are dried: in sunshine ba Of the 
gedicines and for colouring and Preparing - It is used in 


of ad 
ys present day cost is about Rs 1500/- oh en saffron. 
«ice that of saffron. - MS produce is 


<a 
Y Tecogniti 
CNCE it ig 
S betwee 


The saffron bulbs or corms, (puli) arc | 
saids. Once the bulbs are ‘iene ms a tieos of aa ep me 
cap for four to five years. Every year the soil of the saffron 
Seld have to be cleared of grass and made soft and plain, The 
same process continues for the rest of years also. On 4th or Sth 
yeat bulbs are extracted from the soil. If everything goes well . 
the bulbs multiply and people get good crop. These bulbs are then 
cleared of the extra outer layer. The rotten or decayed one are 
kept separate and the outer layers are removed then. These are 
then boiled in water and dried in sunshine and made ready for 
le. Healthy bulbs are again planted in the soil made for it. This 
lime it requires more land. The dried up bulbs are sold in the 
market for Rs 1000 to 2000 per quintal. These are used in 
tammacies for prepairin medicines. The cost of healthy saffron 
T prep 8 
hilbs is about Rs 6000 to 8000 per quintal 


he early 
The plucking of saffron flowers require rag ; nee 7 
"oming before sunrise the flowers are easily . "ing beCOMES 
Sun rises in the east flowers start oe re petals come 
cult. Soon the flowers fully bloom and on Ye vy carpels 
nd and stem remains inside the soll. en repared. Carpels 
ate “dllected. This way Turla/Guchhi can nets ote dried up ' 
ate detached samt oe anaes the flowers and ihe 
E ive: e by o ane 
i It the shape i lachha. Often the sain »¢ 
| ES Number, remain stored for mor’ ee up in the 5 
| i "Y: These begin to decay and are dre ars 
‘ Men from any loss. It takes Oe a tires© 
“Ned up flowers. It appears 
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having a bumper crop engage labour for separating Carpels from 
flowers. The dried up saffron and saffranin is then storeq in 
either earthen pots or plastic containers or glass Containers, Jy 
case of slight moisture saffron becomes blackish I colour and 
loses its quality and fragrance. The skill for preservation of saffron 
is most important. 


The piece of land brought under saffron cultivation has to be 
safeguarded from tress passing. Animals should not enter such 
fields and as such fields require fencing. People plant a particular 
kind of shrub around their fields therely save their fields from 
any damage. After flowering grass comes out of the saffron 
bulbs. It is not removed till it becomes dry by April May. Thus 
a lot of labour is required for the upkeep of all such saffron fields. 


Separating carpels from petals. 
rs¢ when flowers fully bloom. 


flowers. Only ‘mongra’ type 1S 
a 
'S minimzed under th; étance, colour and flavour of saffron 


S technique. Peop] vert 
adopted in Kish ple have started to re 


Resarch 6 mi 
nN the d¢ 
a Saffron evelopmes Prment of saffron is now on, In Kishtwa! 
about three t ‘arm ha ail af 
O f S been establi at Berw 
resarch Our Kms, ; ablished 


°m Kishtwar town in Mandal area fo! 
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College and District Agitation 
in Kishtwar 


I  , 


Kishtwar, the erstwhile state, was first downgraded to the 
datus of a province of Jammu division in 1821 A.D. and 
subsequently further downgraded to the status of a district in 
1975 A.D. during Maharaj Ranbir Singh’s rule, However, in 1909 
AD. Kishtwar was reduced to the status of a tehsil of Udhampur 
district and in 1948 A.D. Kishtwar became one of the tehsils of 
Doda district. Doda was a sub-tehsil (Naibat) then. Kishtwar 


lagged behind in the field of development since the dawn of 
Since that time J&K 


progress and development. 
d to the status of a district. 


lt comprises Marwa, Atholi (P 
and is the largest district after 

; ea of 
¢ Kashmir State so far as are ed. It has an 
124 Sq. Kms out of the total area 
division which comes to about one third of its area. 


; Kashmir division having “7 ae ae ade velopment but 
UCcessive ver thoug ; 
| governments ne ) + to it. 
Step motherly treat ment was meter out t ; ie governments of 
| Mewed all over the erstwhile tehsil agains 


| © time, 
- College Agitation of 196? ire f Ki 
In the year 1969 A.D. poor iy strong 977 AD 


be 
E tt up feelings. They cone ‘ghtwar. From 


Pehing of a Degree Colles? - 
141 
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“ eaginieterg was not represented by any MLA 
a goreyeo fought for her rightful claim. The 

from Kishtwar who yarpeye alternative but to resort 1 
neople of Kishtwar ue ame out on streets and demanded for the 
agitation. The series lege at Kishtwar. They resorted to Strikes, 
opening of a pala boycotted their classes for a long time, j 
ee burban areas also and, by and by, to far off places 
spread in the ee a of Kishtwar irrespective of caste, colour and 
in the es co} the agitation. Shopkeepers closed their Shops 
a save fl anor to the agitating students. G.M. Saddiq, Chief 
Minister J&K State, visited Kishtwar in the summer of 1969 
A.D. Students put forth their demand of opening of a Degree 
College at Kishtwar. Public Kishwar fully supported the demand 
in the public meeting presided by the CM but he turmed down 


the demand and all the hopes of the people were dashed to the 
ground. 


the State Counc! 


College Agitation of 1974 


The agitation for opening of a Degree College at Kishtwar 


was again revived in 1974 A.D. The Students of local schools 
Came out on streets and the scho 


than a month, There were b 


Govt. offices got paral ; 
ysed. The students essions 
and passed through the stre aa ni aa 


and sympathy. The agitation gained 
Social, religious and political leaders 
©8an to be leq by senior social and political 
m Aryan, Ghulam Hassan Arman, Man Mohan 

Parihar and many Others. Apart from 
boosted the “etings the students started hunger 


es Morale of it a 
| and | Of the agitators, gave 
various ee ' Ughlighted It beyond Kishtwrar The leaders of 


Sanisatio e 

ai ns a Political Parties from outside Kishtwat 
ASSes Of thie. splayed their solidarity with i 

demand IS Place. They lly Supported their genuine 
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aie Firing of 13 September 1974 
on 13%" Sept., 1974 A.D., when people of Kishwar took out 
000ssion from tehsil office towards Bus Stands, the mob 
ae 4 violent. The police resorted to indiscriminate firing. Four 
of Kishtwar namely Ravinder Kumar Gupta S/o Dhani 
Gupta of Kishtwar town. Gian Chand Bhagtat S/o Sulla 
of Nagini Kishtwar, Mohd. Iqbal Zerger son of Abdul Rashid 
Kishtwar town and Abdul Kabir S/o Saja. Begum of 
xishtwar town fell victims to the bullets of the police firing. 
pishrup Sharma of Panditgam, Girdhari Lal of Kishtwar town 
nd Riaz Ahamed Zerger S/o Nishat Kishwari were among the 
injured. They were shifted to Medical College Hospital Jammu 
fr better treatment. Girdhari Lal had to get his legs amputated 
shich rendered him invalid for the rest of his life. | 


youth 


yerget OF 


This gory and ghastly incident left entire Kishtwar agerieved 
and agonized. The dead bodies were cremated and buried amidst 
heart-rending screams near Boys Higher Secondary School 
Kishtwar now called “Shaheedi Mazaar”. Thousands of people 
joined the funeral procession, raised anti-govt. slogans and 
performed last rites of the martyrs. It sent shock wares throughout 
Jammu division There was uproar in the state Legislative Assembly, 
Social and political leaders visited Kishtwar at this critical juncture 
soothe the sorrows of the people and expressed their solidarity 
wth them. The agitation did her demand 


not stop here. Now anot ; 
B loldng judicial enquiry of police firing was put forth by the 
ilators, 


Representatives Invited to Srinagar | 
ed by Syed Mir Qasim invited 
Srinagar for talks in order : 
ple comprised Bashir Ahme 
Parihar, Man Mohan 


'n October, 1974 the govt. head 
“tty sentatives of Kishtwar °° 
Xie € issue. The delegation of pe° 
Canta Ghulam Nabi Malik, Seva dari 
Dar Ghulam Haider Sheikh, Murli Lal ee Gani of Sangram 


Shas » Salis Ram Bhagat of Saroor, oe ohala It was apreed 


and Ghulam Nabi Lone of Bagwan 
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>stablish ; 

upon in the meeting that the Govt. — er — Job 

; oll at Kishtwar. A press release in pect 
OiLleELge oil. 

aie The Govt. deputed some officers of Education p , 

Kishtwar for an on the spot assessment of the requirements 

a infrastructure needed for such a college. However the 

commitment was never implemented and the govt. backeq Out of 

its promise. 


Orienteg 
“Partmen 


Appointment of Enquiry Commission 


quiry Commission 
d Chief Justice of 
isode of 13th Sept, 
fil the aspirations of 
ustice was denied to 
ammed Abdullah was 
. During his early period 


their hopes and j 
them. On 25th February, 1975 Sheikh Moh 


division. In order to Subside the public anger the Govt. appointed 
Sikri Commission. 


District Agitation Started 


itatio. 
People Whole hearted] Ne gave new impetus to the ag 


Ji, 
Y Supported the demand. On January 

¢ . » im 10 
the bullets of od Iqbal Zerger of Kishtwar town fell vicl 


flesh Sharm Police firing in the Main bazaar Another ae 
aS al of Kishtwar town sustained S¢ 


injuries : am L 
Mjuries in + . . 
nN th C firing: T €fe was much resentmen 
Omani. p © Sovt. imposed ‘Police Raj’ on Kis ato! 
“IG po ICe, was appointed as adminis 
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or o months soon after the firing episode. He, however, was 
ant to suppress and curb the agitation by harsh and faite ornate 
eth0ds On 6" February, 1982 police arrested several Kishtwar 
front leaders and tortured them. The ruling party people were 
3150 tortured on fabricated charges and put to great inconvenience 
* trouble. This action of the police administrator was greatl 

esented by the people who lodged complaints against Nomani i 
ion of few leaders was sent to the Chief Minister wii 
apprised him of the inhuman treatment meted out by the 
jgministrator. He was immediately called back. Thus the much 


resented and hated “Police Raj’ ended and people heaved a sigh 


of relief. 


deputat 


Appointment of Wazir Commission 


Sheikh Govt. appointed Wazir Commission on 12th Nov., 1981 
for justifying the demand of raising the status of Tehsil Kishtwar 


to district level with J ustice Janki Nath Wazir, retired Chief Justice 


High Court, as its Chairman. It started functioning in July, 1982 
and presented its report ‘n December, 1983 to Dr. Farooq Abdullah, 


the new Chief Minister of the state. The commission, among 
other things, recommended the creation of three districts of 
Kishtwar, Samba, and Reasi in Jammu division and Bandipur 10 


Kashmir division. The commission found that the demand of 
upgrading tehsil Kishtwar to district level was justified on the 
of backwardness, 


basis of area, population, t | 
incidence of natural calamities f its developme® 

as a drought prone area. The commission also recommended the 

“eation of three tehsils of Marwa, Paddar and } 

_ ¢xisting tehsil Kishtwar. Dr. Farooq Abdullah visit anya’ 

pil 24, 1984 and announced for the upg! ading of tehsil KIS . os 
lo district level in his public addr owever, the recommendé 


ess. H : 
tions as he new Chiet 
of the commission W 


re not accepted. 
Min; arwa, Warwat 
inister GM. Shah upgraded High ion a The demand of 


chan, Paddar and Janglwar 1 
Shadi: of a Degree College 4 
tus to Kishtwar did 10t fin 
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. f ng the status of p. 
ission had been appointed oy te ae si St Badan, 
commission 1 Pulwama to district pei as mir diy ion, 
Kupwara alc division and Rajouri in Jammu division Even 
all Thathe' and Banihal TEnEUS as OUt of 
hag No da and Ramban tehsils without the recommendgs; : 
aderwah, . 
t any commission 1n 1981 A.D. However, ‘0 ant ae the 
: . Nn Was appoin 
agitation in Kishtwar Wazir Commissio Ppointed, 


Opening of Degree College at Kishtwar 


Governor Jag Mohan, during Governor’s rule, Visited Kishtwar 
on May 23, 1986. He went round the town, visited LT]. complex 
and Higher Secondary School Boys campus, and collected fy] 
information about the educational standard of this place and the 
accommodation problem of the educational institutions. In his 
public address at Dak Bungalow Kishtwar he made an 


ce ucd one of the public demands. P this action 
of the the Govetice S. People lauded this 


1986 and Dr 
office of Chieg M 


ugly turn |; infiltr Ing into Kashmir valley which took 2" 
eo UarY, 1990 ang F ah had to resigt: 
JOVernor arooq Abdullah had to 
Ishtwar - clamped, The demands of the peopl’ i 
the govt. V on the back burner. The whole attention i 
Withesseq ny 1 i Owards curbing terrorism. Kish 
“AISINg the stat 'Pheavals Uring this period: The demand re 
CVelo yt Kis twar ae ) r with 
rile ended Avi got a arent ant eve togeth vero 
came €d on ot “ 8reat set back. However, Go aif 
me t 


Milt, > PWer, 44 “Plember, 1996. Dr. Farooq Abdullah # } 
Maney Started edn "worn in as C.M. on the same f 
Inin re ag 
' “€velopmental works were 
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Dr. Farooq Abdullah announced for th 


sive). . ' ¢ opening of B 
ern (College of Education) in Kishtwar ; = 


In private sector 


e 
Cdn it was established in Islamia Faridia Higher Secondary 
school campus: 


Revival of Demand for District Status 


The demand for upgrading tehsil Kishtwar to district level 
wain got a fillip and the people of Kishtwar raised this demand 
; almost all the public platforms and meetings. Dr. Farooq Abdullah 
ended the 4 day death ceremony of Bashir Ahmed Kichloo, 
omer Cabinet Minister of his Council of Ministers, on 29" August, 
2001 in Islamica Faridia H.S. School Kishtwar which was largely 
tended by the public. During the course of condolence meeting 
vhen his attention was drawn towards the fact that one of his 
BA. Kichloo’s) dreams, which remained unfulfilled, was 
conferring of district status to Kishtwar. He was apprised of the 
fctors which qualified for this demand. He was convinced and 
made an announcement that Kishtwar would get district status 


soon after elections. However, in the Legislative an - teal 
awe u 
Oct, 2002 his party could not get the majority a0 io Gewt 


Syed of PD.P. became the Chief Minister of neat a 
“Pported by congress, P.D.F and Parther’s party. 5 

eat set back to the demand. 

and 


e of his visits 
mg Visited Kishtwar 6° a as Heil Ground. 
ia meeting was held on 30.06 wy : 
iy “IS of D P. raise ; h demand, 
“dig, Congress and P.V. nceding the dems" 
Ct stat , t. instead of cone to. District 
. roused SE lay ital Richie ay moming 
“i Which, a ci era matured sO far. Ne f Kishtwa! 
Owever, 


44 | ' 
Dy PUtation of all parties under the ne enab Bhawal 
oP Ment FE d on the CM. in t ” dist ict status to 
» Present oath ae dum for conferring Ad Kichloo 
nN ee - : memoran consisted of Sajjad BA. Mintoo 

L Kish ee af mea Main nati LC, 


Mut Mohd. Syeed Averse to the Dem 
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adan Lal Gupta, Brij Mohan 

Mohd eg aa oer Kumar Sharma, Jagdish Raj ame 
Man Mohan ihar, Jugal Bhandani, D.C. Sharma etc. Shri Gy" 
Chuni Lal | ¥ Saroori Chairman Social Welfare Board, Moby 
Azad peels ML A., Sudershan Sharma Advocate, Shakir Hussain 
Sharief = Haider Sheikh and few others Were also Present jn 
he meeting The secretary of the ies see the demang 
in a befitting manner but it had no e ect on the C.M. He Simply 
replied that the demand will be looked into. In fact it was a denial 
on his part. The demand was again raised in the state Legislative 
Assembly by M.L.A Kishtwar but no assurance was given by 
the Govt. 


Kishtwar Sure to Get District Status 


m in as Chief Minister of Jax 
Opes were again rekindled and 
d for the happiest moment when 
t conferring of district status to 


egislative Assembly that Kishtwar 
A news item appeared in the Daily 
006 which says, “March 20, to te 
m Kishtwar Sajjad Ahamad cate 
Azad today declared in the Assen" 
et the district status. You should 
St tehsil in India. It will surely a i 
replying to the siento Tome Rishon une eg : 

ewe “Ongratulatin M ae ALD, never ‘ncemestt° 
the Chief Ministey » 8 Mr. Kichloo following annou 


: get district status 
Excelsior dated 2st March. 2 


Jubilation of NC, M.L.A. fro 


Chief Minister Ghulam Nabi 
that Kishtwar IS sure to g 


T is the large 


| 
3 _, of 
™M. hurried] mening on gt July, 2006, to the surprs’ ud 
the Creation et his abinet meeting in Jammu and pia a 
Istricts of Kishtwar, Reasi, > 
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ae district Ramban in Jammu division and Bandipur, Kulgam 
ganderbal and hilly district Shopian in Kashmir division. Marwa, 
paddar and Chatru tehsils had already been carved out of Kishtwar 
ihsil bY Multi Govt. during his visit in 2004 but formal sanction 
gas awaited. Azad Govt. approved only Atholi tehsil (Paddar) on 
go July. 2006. Thus the long pending demand of the people of 
as conceded and people expressed their gratitude and 
thankful to Mr. Azad for this great favour. He fulfilled 


ent. The district started functioning from 1 April, 


Kishtwar W 
were highly 
his commitm 
2007. 


Obedience, readiness and love for the cause 
If you have these three, 
nothing can | an you back. 


a 
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Achievements of Kishtwar 
Development Forum 
Ei ere ac Ne Ie DR NB aidh 


Backwardness of Kishtwar 


Kishtwar, the largest tehsil, now split in four tehsils of Marwa, 
Atholi Paddar, Chatru and Kishtwar with district status to Kishtwar 
from 1* April, 2007 had ever since the dawn of independence 
been ignored in every field of developmental activities. Till this 
time it was holding the position of a tehsjl of Doda district. In the 
year 2005 three new tehsils of Marwa, Paddar and Chatru were 
carved out of Kishtwar tehsil by Mufti Government by internal 
arrangement but no approval was given by his government for it. 
The total area of Kishtwar is approximately 7,824 Sq. kms including 
forest area. It was the largest tehsil in Jammu and Kashmir 
riers oye be the largest district after Leh and ae 
ie ao, division So far as area is concerned. It sen 
sida: Position. The Population of erstwhile Kishtw 

Per census 200] was 1,92.009 which may have gone !0 


‘ e | grow 
rate. Inspite of al] , 2006 as per 29.04% decadal g 


these factors nob Ti oblem 
Ody tried to solve the pr 
alee ho People of this newly created district have af 
“AU lags behing ; Le |i onom 
Condition, road CO he wv) cid like literacy rate, °° 


. , te 
nnecti gece ces acu 
Shortage of drink; vity €ducational facilities and fa 


Ing water 


150 
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sips 15] 
augmentation of KNWSS, | 
Kishtwar town and Mandal area around it had been reel 
cling 


ger acute shortage of drinking water { 

seats An agreement for augmentation of on iid ot sO many 
5 , heme (KNWSS h gad Water 
Supp!) scl ) had been signed by the state Govt 
representative D.C. Doda and General Manager Dul Hasti Power 
project in presence of Dr. Farooq Abdullah, Chief Minister J &K 
State, during his visit to Kishtwar in the year 2001 but this problem 
could not be solved. A huge amount was sanctioned by the state 
Govt. for it. It helped in providing about 3” to 5” water which was 
quite insufficient in view of the growing need of drinking water 
to the people of Kishtwar plateau. This, too, had been damaged 
at places by the people on way to Kishtwar. The earlier source 
of drinking water from Godrashnag had fallen too short to suffice 
the present need of the people of Kishtwar town and Mandal 
area around it. The dry rainy season and change in weather 
conditions during past several winter months added fuel to the 
fire. For years together there was drought like condition in 
Kishtwar. All the springs in Mandal area had dried up and aie 
was no possibility of bringing more water from ee pouclore 
because of shortage of funds. Tankers, too, had cen fee ane 
supply of drinking water which proved faulty ance ¢ 


pment Forum 


Formati ‘shtwar Develo 
mation of Kis Ahmad Kichloo, former 


Sajjad Ahamad Kichloo, son of Bashir: ouncil of Ministers, 
Cabinet Minister in Dr. Farooq ar" (M L.A.) in Oct. 2002 
Was elected Member Legislative Assembly UY" MLA Kishtwar 


th as 
“lections on N.C. ticket. Soon after taking 04 f drinking water He 
‘embarked upon the problem : 


irrespective 
Onvened a meeti f prominent citizens 0 

eeting or pr - “tiations On ree 
bof Caste, colour reed and political att sh about the crisis arisen 
in the Dak Bungalow Kishtwar to ste CUE od 
| wil r 
| ut of acute shortage of drinking ye mmnittee was 
_ Aishtwar plateau. A Mobilization ened by Mr. Fait” 
| Teeting of this committee Was conv ads and makin 
| shtwar on 18-1 7-2002 for general £ 
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crisis. In the first instance ¢... 

programme to tide i 95 lakh out of his Constiy 
Ahmad Kichloo wr ) and announced that a sum of ny Ney 
Development Fund Noe by the state government for 3 
one crore had ere meant for Kishtwar. The Mobi 

purpose out of ee ived that a delegation of pro 
Committee unanimously Teso Giliati Prominent 
citizens of Kishtwar, rising above party atiiliations, wil] 80 to 
Jammu and New Delhi under the leadership of S.A. Kichlog 
M.L.A. Kishtwar for generating more funds for augmentation of 
K.N.W.S.S. The members so elected had to meet at Jammy on 
23-12-2002 for onward journey. The delegation was lucky enough 
to meet Mr. GN. Azad, M.P and president Pradesh Congress 
Committee J&K at Jammu on 23-12-2002 in the evening who 
happened to visit Jammu on that day. The delegation comprised 
S.A. Kichloo M.L.A. Kishtwar, G.M. Saroori M.L.A. Inderwal, 
Brij Mohan Sharma M.L.C., Dr. B.A. Mintoo, S.N. Sharma, 
D.C. Sharma, J.R. Aryan, Tanveer Ahamed Kichloo, Jugal Kishore 


Bhandari, Madan Lal Gupta, Shokat Ali Najar, Brij Lal Sharma, 
Ghulam Hassan 


Mir, Mushtaq Ahamad Hap, Madan Lal Gupta, 
Man Mohan Gupta, Brij Mohan Sharma, Ghulam Mohd. Ganie, 
ee onus and many others. The delegation put forth its 
kind a ie erating funds for K.N.W.S.S. Azad Sahib was 
his M.p LA 7 Gace Tupees 25 lac as Ist instalment out of 
inspiration fai sc \ bs Purpose. He was also the source of 
Kishtwar. Thys esis, 4 Forum for the development ° 
emerged. Sh. § hes Kishtwar Development Forum Kishtwa! 
president and DC ichloo was unanimously elected as Its 
Sharma as its general secretary. All oth 


SCNiOr Citizen 
s $ 
of various organizations became : 


Zation 


and activ; 


Delegation Proceeds to 


New Delh 
From Jamm ta oe 
_ C U the d- A.; 
3rij Mohan S aston C delegation comprising S.A. Kichloo MLL. 
ryan, S\N 


ta, 
“~\+ Dr. B.A. Mintoo. Man Mohan GUP 
: N. Sh ‘A. Mintoo, Man a, 
and D.C Share atma, Madan Lal Gupta, Brij Mohan Shae 


Proceeded to ew Delhi and called on 4° 
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state for Defence Chaman Lal Gupta, Hon’ble Union 
ypnistt : Rural Development Shanta Kumar and Hon’ble M.P. 
pnt gent National conference J&K Omar Abdullah on 25" 
gp Pre pecember, 2002 in New Delhi and got an assurance of 
spd 26 funds for augmentation of K.N.W.S:S. to the tune of 

en ety five lakh out of his M.P.L.A.D.S., rupees two 

J ut of Rural Development funds and rupees 25 lakh out of . 
Ee 004 Abdullah’s M.P.L.A.D.S. respectively. This gave a 
i t boost to the scheme and encouragement to the delegation. 
returned triumphantly to Kishtwar. The people of Kishtwar 
uded the role of the delegation. The leading news papers of 


eK state carried the press release issued in this connection on 


he front pages in bold letters. 
Monitoring Committee Constituted 

District Development Commissioner Doda, by his order No: 
DDC/PHE-Corsp/9448-50 dated 3-2-2003, constituted a Monitor- 
ing Committee of K.D.F. with SA Kichloo MLA Kishtwar as its 
Chairman and Farooq Ahamed Siddiqui, Vinod. Kumar Bhandari, 
Chuni Lal Parihar, J.R. Aryan, Mohd Aslam Dev, Rajinder Singh 
Shan, Abdul Subhan Kichloo, Prehlad Bhagat, Rajinder Kumar 
Sen, Shabir Ahamad Kamal, Akhshay Kumar Sharma, Ashok 
Kumar Sharma, Imtiaz Ahamad Zerger, Zahid Hussain Sheikh, 
Mushtaq Ahamad Hap, as its members. However, D.D.C. Doda 
added some more members vide his order No. D.D.C./P.H.E./ 
032 dated 24-02-2003 in the committee. They comprised 
H Sheikh, Shokat Ali Najar, Gh. Mohd Ganie and Mohd. Asam 
‘Toor. The committee had to look after the working of P.H.E. | 


pe 

sonnel engaged for K.N.W‘S.S. | 
Kp : 
poo, Called on J.P. Associates 


Ib “*Putation of the Forum called on Sameer Gaur Director 
[Sep Ociates in the office chamber of Chief of the Project on 
ty Pipes ary, 2003 and demanded that the Firm may provide 8” 
of for KN.WSS. The director agreed to provide 12 km 

Pipes to the Forum and will also incur all the expenditure 


f 
; 
i 
j 


ETT GUIDE - 11 
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the Fj 
ied for laying of pipes. cantiiite ore Pe es 2Y only 4.5 
required fo = yipes. In the meanwhile m S Were Nctioney 
Rin length see and the work continued unabatedly 
by the gove 


Delhi 
Delegation Proceeds Again to New : 
eleg: 


. F. comprising Dr, B.A. Mintoo, Ss 

A woe paar roop Chand Parihar, Jap Dey Shams 
Sharma, C.L. Kichloo, Rajinder Kumar Sen, Kartar Singh Rathore 
Abdul goa ae a the leadership of S.A.Kichloo, President 
ieee cae proceeded to New Delhi and Called On Sh 
of 


h. Chaman Lal 
Gupta Defence Minister, Dr. Faroog Abdullah and Omar Abdullah 


ollecting sanction 
orders of the funds to the tune of Rs. 25 lakh, Rs. 20 lakh and 


agreement between the 
Consisted of the follo 


l. To depute a team of experts for survey of = 
of Kishtwar town for recommen 
remedial measures, for 
To Construct Doda District Bhawan at vopl ° 
Providing boarding and lodging facilities to the p 
Doda district. 


lc 
or peoP 
To construct g housing colony at Kishtwar for po 


Bs -Kishtwar. 
4 municipal complex at: Kis 


a Co 
- To Provide More vehicles to the Town Are 
Gshtwar’ | 


- To Construct mittee 


' To increase the strength of scavengels. 


a 
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7 To give the status of Notified Are | 
Paddar. a to Atholi/Gulabgarh 
g To provide more street lights to the town 


9. To raise the status of Town Area Committee Ki 
Municipal council. ishtwar to 


Accordingly, Chief Town planner Jammu visited Kishtwar for 
locating site for housing colony and preparation of a comprehensive 
town plan. Lown plan of all this is still awaited 


Work of Laying Pipes Started 


The work of laying 8” dia pipes on Kishtwar Naigad Water 
Supply Scheme started in right earnest. A platform started to be 
constructed along the old route. The total length of the scheme 
measures 32 kms. There appeared major hurdles in its execution. 
Some people with vested interests were opposed to the laying of 
pipes. The bottlenecks were, however, removed but the work got 
delayed. The Forum raised other problems and issues relating to 


the development of Kishtwar also with the concerned authorities. 


KDF Pursues its Demands 


en! 2 th 
The general body of the Forum resolved 1n its meeting on F 
June, 2003 that Hon’ble Chief Minister should be approagnee tf 
Conferring district status to Kishtwar. He was also requeste 


ley problems of Sub Divisional Hosp! : 
) Hon’ Mohd 
Kishtwar. The resolution was faxed ble C i page ~ 
A charter of demands was also submitte 
‘Vourable action. However, nothing came a 
Denna: 

Putation Called on D.D.C. Doda | 
rum called on D.D.C. Doda on July 


A Deputation of the Fo 
Fits president. 


i ai under the leadership OF : 5. for acc eler 
Mm to create a Sub-Division f°" 
wk on KN a Ss Many other rabies a eured 
7 oldary Schools were also raisca dere 
“8ation that their demane> will be © 
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| gle will be looked into for their solution 
faced by the paid to Executive Engineer PHE Kis 
also ome set on this occasion. The delegation 
of eel 14 members of the Forum. 


htwar for 
“ONSisteg 


Forum Members Visit Ekhala 


nd 003 some members of the Forum under the 
Per Suc uadine S.A. Kichloo visited Ekhala anq held 
a meeting with Chief Engineer N.HLPC., D.F.O. Marwa, S.D.M. 
Kishtwar and other officials for facilitating the problem of handing 
over 8 km stretch of road from Patimhal to Ekhala to NHPC. 
On the spot decisions were taken for further action and 
implementation. The members who took part in the del 
Were Dr. B.A.Mintoo, Adbul Subhan Kichloo, Brij 


Farooq Ahamed Bhat, Jugal Kishore Bhandari, Mad 
D.C. Sharma and local surpanches. 


iberations 
Lal Sharma, 
an Lal Gupta, 


K.D.F. Deputation calls on Gen. Manager 


N.H.P.C. 
_ A deputation of 


K-D-F. called on S.C. Gupta, Gen. Manager 


in the town, const 


: block of wards in S.D.H. Kishtwar 
f i . 
OF ‘indoor Patients ang beautification of Char Chinari in the 


h 
Owgan. General Manger agreed to bring 6” dia water for the 


fom the eng Point of Dul Hasti project. He 

of the town plan, The work is 

har Chinari was started by N.H.P.C. 3 

. Wor kK was ab > Some ©PPposition from an unknown e at 

ON it. This eis andoned alt Ough some amount had been an 
NH Pic. ha © @ set bac to the development of the Chows 


; as 
| other plac ith any special gift for Kishtwar 
utimately fulfill Its ty Ple still wait that N.H.P.C. ' 

Cnt. 
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KD-F. Inspects Work in Dool Area 


Forum visited the alignment site of K.N.W.S.S. in Dool 

at December, 2003. It had to travel about twelve kms 

wa foot -n steep hilly area. The work of fitting of 8” dia pipes was 
4 progress. Only about two km length of the alignment site had 
been left incomplete. By laying pipes in this portion about 21 km 
ngth of the scheme will be completed. The team consisted of 
¢ 4. Kichloo President of the Forum, Dr. B.A. Mintoo, GR. 
Yamal, Brij Lal Sharma, Chuni Lal Parihar, S.N. Sharma, Rajinder 
Kumar Sen, Rajinder Kumar Wazir, Abdul Subhan Kichloo, D.C. 
Shama and Farooq Bhat. Naib Tehsilder Dool, Patwari concerned, 
AEE. and JE. Public Health Engineering, local leaders and 
sarpanches also accompanied M.L.A. Kishtwar. Later on, the 
Executive Engineer P.H.E. Kishtwar was apprised of the 
shortcomings and stressed upon him to remove the bottlenecks. 


Chief Minister’s Visit to Kishtwar 


Chief Minister Mufti Mohd Sayeed visited Kishtwar on 
July, 2004, A deputation of K DE led by its president S.A Kichloo 
ML.A. Kishtwar called on him at Chenabnagar and projected its 
sole demand of raising the status of Kishtwar to district level. All 
the factors and claims that qualified Kishtwar for district status 
were narrated one by one. The demand was supported by ener 
Present there. But C.M. did not budge even an inch and left the 
meeting hall with words “We will think about It - The gre} 
comprised Dr. B.A. Mintoo, Mohd Abdullah Malik, R. rr 
Brij Mohan Sharma M.L.C.. Ashok Kumar Sharma, Ma gee 
Gupta, Chuni Lal Parihar, Man Mohan Gupta, S.N. Shama, pee 
Subhan Kichloo Brij. Mohan Sharma and D.C. nig ; 

Saders and workers present 0 were Sh. 

Haide GM. Saroori M.L.A., Suders 

er Sheikh, Pyare Lal Shan, /Be" i 
a Siddique, Gh. Mohd Gant, Moe 1 ommitment ” 

Shula Hass Mi On the previous night C.M, mas ip of laying 
of locating Rs = lakh for K.N.WS.S: sO that wor 
." May not suffer. 
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“tye Staged a Dharna 

agentes Development F abe — a dharna On ath a 
2004 in the premises of ee vitae sea the ¢ 
attitude of P.H.E. authorities. 1 : cen Teelin ie, 
acute water crisis since long but the -_ ae laying Pipes hay 
slow pace. There were forces who prevailed upon the authortie 
to go slow. People had been suffering but such forces had their 
own ulterior motives against the Forum. The dharna had a desires 
effect and it gave some impetus to the accel] work on 
the scheme, 


K.D.F. Called on GM. N.HLP.C. 


K.D.F. under the leadership of S.A.Kic 
Manager NHPC on 6th October, 2004 in 


€ration of 


hloo called on General 


water would be supplied 
ally to the People of Kishtwar and for the Construction of a park 
at Char Inari an amount of 
Sanctioned 


f Distring oc 
t ate Status to Kishtwar Demanded 


Charte orum unanimously resolved on 15" 
fain Inistey for i. “mands may be faxed to GN. Azad 
Affairs New . tban 


elhj “evelopment and Parliamen 
“emands | ude or his “Onsideration and further action. The 
“Slablishin Ja “Onferring of district status to Kishtwa 
‘Plan f Niversit rova 
u ; Y Sub Campus at Kishtwar, app | 
work On Pakal. ration of KN. S ns starting of construct 
Unive mite lo om Ursar projects. A representation Vi 
erg | 
‘ampue > ON 22nd Amitab Mattoo, Vice Chancellor Jam" 


" c 
with Post et, 2005 
hich he h Nate clas 
Prom) 


seoal 
for establishing Jammu yee at 
S¢s and University Sub-O oak 
Omised during his visit to Kisht 
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ad Hailed as Chief Minister 

Sh. Ghulam Nabi Azad, son of the soil, was elected Chief 
sinister J&K State and assumed the charge on 2"4 Ninvatiher 
05. Kishtwar Development Forum hailed the election. When 
he delegation of K.D.F. had called on him at his New Delhi 
esidence On 11 April, 2003 and put forth the demand for 
-onferring district status to Kishtwar, he had promiscd to concede 
fhe demand for which we had to wait for 24 years more. As per 
soreement People Democratic Party had to share power with 
songress for three years term each and accordingly power had 
0 be shifted to congress on 24 Nov., 2005. The Forum was 
hopeful of getting a fair deal at the august hands of Azad 
f demands was submitted to Azad Sahib 


Government. A charter o 
Hon'ble C.M.. Assurances were given for early solution of the 
d announced in the public 


demands. He also visited Kishtwar an 
meeting that the grievances of the people of Kishtwar will be 


redressed., 


Naigad Kishtwar Water Supply Scheme Completed 


The work on Naigad - Kishtwar Water Supply Scheme was 
7” water reached Kishtwar 


completed on July, 2006 and about od | 
servoirs. Without proper inauguration and funfair drinking water 
ean to be supplied to the people of Kishtwar plateau. One of 

¢ greatest problems of Kishtwar was thus solved inspite of the 
Mrdles put forth by some vested interests and that, too, only for 
elting the credit of this achievement without rendering any 


v7 
nerete help, co-operation and support. 


De 
Mands Pursued by K.D.F. 
sued the Chater of Demands 


Kisht 
Wa . m ur em . 
a y cians: ie sets  NELPC., State Govt. Chiel 
| gk tea F University etc. The demands 


|. Ster, Vj aes 
a a. Dat pond adoption and beautitt- 


| Rtig eautification of Sar , the tow? 
No , 4: flood lights to ™ : 

an EChowgan and Qila, pr oviding i Drainage © > Kishtwal 
Machail 


“Igy, U>-District Hospital, Sewerage an 
Construction of roads from Gulabg 


arh Paddar '0 


a‘ 
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an, sanctioning of posts for newly Upgraded 
abit, 


Secondary Schools, establishing of J 
htwar and Jammu University Sub-officg 
‘chtwar etc. In some cases the work me ie taken in hand 
at Kishtwa had beet pressurised for immediate redressal of 
sagen the people of Kishtwar. The credit of all this 


. grievances of | } 
eo Kishtwar Development Forum and its president Saiiag 
Ahamad Kichloo M.L.A. Kishtwar but for whose untiring efforts 


nothing would have been possible. The members of K.D-F. also 
rose to the occasion and rendered all possible help and co-operation 


in achieving all the targets. 


thal to Dachh 
High Schools and er 
University Campus at Kl 


and Paitin 


Kishtwar Approved for District Status 


To the great joy and jubilation of the people of Kishtwar and 
Kishtwar Development Forum the demand for raising the status 
of tehsil Kishtwar to district level was conceded on 6" July, 2006 
when Hon’ble Chief Minister Gh. Nabi Azad, in a hurriedly called 
Cabinet meeting on this day, approved the creation of eight new 
ae Kushtwar, Thus Kishtwar tehsil, with three tehsils 
Kishtwar een 2 and Chatru carved out of it, nee 
Kishtwar was acec © tong cherished demand of the people ° 
the complished. Kishtwar Development Forum and 

people of Kishtwar ex ss 
and thank pressed their whole hearted gratttu 
: S to Sh. GN. Azad for this histori ~ ‘ch made 

ur dream come trye The d: his historic decision whic - 
April, 2007 as per de “AS district started functioning from i 
appointed as the first ‘ny Sh. Shahid Anayatullah has nf 
Riaz Ahamad Zerper ~Puty commissioner of Kishtwar and : 
Revenue Kishtwar as _ 1" Additional Deputy commission 


Arise! 


Till Awake! And stop not 


the goal is reached. 
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Dul Hasti Hydro Electric Power Project 
rojec 


Kishtwar has great potenti 

set i> Bhaga ( Pedi onl ~ a electricity over 
mown as ariev Sudher, Bhutnala j nes like river Marwa 
Nagseni a’a in paddar, Nai | 

ham Na ny ef 
generating slacaricl os Chandra Bhaga. Thus the eee Ma 
es a at various places over this river in Kishtwar 
Heetrie Polar ie ‘ One of the mighty projects, Dul Hasti Hydro 
fides Dal roject, has been constructed over river Chandra 

| in Kishtwar district. 


Salient Features of the project 


: ke high weir of 30 metres has been constructed over Chandra 
700 a river at Dul which is 15 kms from Kishtwar town. It 1s 
metres below the Jeepable road. 


It is a run of the river scheme. 


inc tunnel from Dul to Hast, measur 
agai through which diverted water of riv 
ig in river Chandra Bhaga at Hastl. The diameter of 

46 metres. 


A power house has been constructed at H 

l 159 from project headquarter at Chenabnag 
metres below the approach road. 

i has three turb 

ach tur 


ng 10.586 kms has been 


er Chandra Bhaga joins 
the tunnel 


ast which 1s about 
ar in Kishtwar. lt 


with a capacity 


ines : 
apacily 


= power house at Hast et 
of an 390 mega watt power, © bine 
° MW power. 


161 
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The construc eae Rupecs 5.228 crore. The construction of 
completion at a CO: 9g] A.D. and its foundation stone was laid 
the project starte OM. of India on [5 April, 1983. The delay in 
py In dira an ‘* sroject caused the enhancement of its cogt 
construction of the | S, 5000 crore. 


~ 1500 crore to 
from Rs. vent J&K state government is entitled to 12% 


As per a yrecnt 
As per ag he project as royalty. 


free power from t 


History of the Project 
back in seventies when the concept of this project 
C.WC:S. investigations. Accordingly it 


submitted project report to Govt. of India that construction of 
Dul Hasti project over river Chandra Bhaga (Chenab) at Dul is 
feasible. The river has vast water power potential which when 
harnessed there will be tremendous scope for generation of cheap 
electricity. The report earmarked three projects of Dul Hast, 
pakal Dul and Bursar for construction. These projects had to 
eae 390 MW, 1000 M.W. and 1020 M.W. power respectively. 
ul Masti had to. be constructed in the 1 phase, 


It was way 
originated as a result of 


Layi : 
aying of Foundation Stone of Dul Hasti Project 


The f 
April, 1983 ial es Dul Hasti project was laid on Ss 
to Kishtwar in a hel Gandhi Prime Minister of India. She flew 
\copter and after her public address in the 


Chowgan 
She strai 
foundation stone ght away went to Shalimar and laid the 


; of the pro} 
highly of Om Mehta Be ltics at the specified place. She spoke 
a Of the soil, Who ¢o ie in her council of ministers and 
soir health. In fact i d not accompany her because of his 
"re Of inspiration ae Om Mehta who proved to be the 
“hind all this. He prevailed upon the Gov! 


of India 
and Zot f 
Exeeut the Project approved for constructi 
itn.-at Work « ruction. 
nt 
i: “nstruc ™ 


‘Ty 


ti Project 
on 


” Consortium ot asia was started in Septemb¢!, 


umez-Sogea-Borie-Sae (D.S.B.) 
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fom the work of construction was entrusted. It 
a mplete the work by 1994. The most odah Lee ete 
_ ported from abroad for this project. Thousands of rs ube 
were engaged in it. The quarters for staff were ee ase 
at a place named Chenab Nagar later on. In 1991 a Tun e 
poring Machine (T.B.M.) was brought from abroad and the borin 
work started with the help of this T.B.M. It had bored only ban 
2702 metres when water gushed out of the tunnel and the machine 
yas submerged in it. It took about 4 months to drain out water 
from the tunnel. The firm could not execute work with the T.B.M. 
and lost interest in it. It was now on the look out for some excuse 


to abandon the work. 


Kidnapping of French Engineer 


On October 14, 1991 French Engineer Antonio Silva, working 
with D.S.B. at Dul, was kidnapped by militants near Banjwar 
while on his way back from Dul to Kishtwar. He was, however, 
released on January 13, 1992. This incident gave a great set back 
to the tunnel boring process of Dul Hast project. This became 
the excuse to D.S.B. for abandoning the work. However, It was 
atime when militancy was at its peak and terrorists struck at 
various places. People were terrified. This became 4 great cause 
for stand still of developmental works and more s© of Dal Hasti 
Project. When Union Minister for Civil Aviation and Lea 
Ghulam Nabi Azad, who hails from Bhalesa of Doda district a 
* presently Chief Minister J&K state, paid a visit to Kishtwar © 


lune 20, 1994 people stressed upon him for the need of restoring 
'ommalcy and resuming work on Dul Hasti project. 


Py 
fe of Dul Hasti project voce Kishtwat 
ojec 


: is much cherished Dul Hasti Hy iy ‘ecided 
ved a set back when the French con ) 
he Ml out of it reportedly on security reasons. 


ij 4 and France resolved the = camitl 
an a ave way for Fee 
Y the greement to P + was Si gned betw 


Project. This apreemen 
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d C.E.GE.L.E.C. (a French consortium). The Memorandum of 
understanding was signed on June 29, 1994 in Paris under the 
understa ernments However, the consortium could 


‘ 4 a + WwO BOV 
auspices of the t eae | 
not go ahead. T here was no progress struction work 


Construction Work Allotted to J.P. Associates 


On 14!" April 1997 the construction work of the project was 
allotted to M/s J.P. Associates. The firm started its work in right 
earnest. It had to run into rough weather several times. There 
were strikes at intervals from workers which also hampered the 
work, A large number of workers, about 1300, had to be ousted 
after paying huge amounts. Every ousted worker got five times 
of his salary in lump sum besides other perks laid down in their 
agreements and offered by J.P. Associates. 


On one fine morning of 27" August, 2003 the tunnel got the 
day light. Both sides, from Dul side and Hasti side, met each 
other on this day. This was a gala day for NHPC. and JP 
Associates whose untiring efforts bore fruit. It took further more 
than 3%, years before the tunnel became fit for charging viz 
diverting of water through tunnel to power house. The 2"4 unit 
ee os a spinning successfully on 7 February 2007, 1* unit on 
has isis vnunet 7 Kia — be ee 

Shenpur in Udhampur district. Power 


has started bein 
: & sent to the grid stati i g 
400 K.V. single circuit pens papain see 


Minister of Indi 
a. D 
Governor, Chief Minis Man 
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Facts about Kishtwar District 
(As of now) 

When was Kishtwar District : 06-07-2006 
carved out of erstwhile Doda | 
District? 
Whence from Kishtwar district : 01-04-2007 
started functioning? 
What is the area of Kishtwar : 7824 sq. Km. 
district? 
What was the population of : 1,92,009 souls 
Kishtwar district on 01-01-2001 
aS per census 2001? 
What was the scheduled caste : 11,713 souls, 
Population of Kishtwar as per Viz 6.2% 
Cnsus 2001? 

at was the scheduled tribe 27,913 am 
Population of Kishtwar District . : Viz 14.6% 
8 per census 2001? No. 3 


vlat is the position of Kishtwar 
district in J&K? 

°. of largest districts in J&K 
State. 


thick area has been covered by 
Shtwar district? = 
ie win of Kishtwar district in 
Divisions 
165 


: Leh 1 position 


Kargil 2" position 
and Kishtwar 
374 position 


. Area of erstwhile 
| Kishtwar tehsil. 
, jst position 


5 | 
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What is the decadal growth rate 
of J&K? a 
What is the number of districts 
in J&K? | | _ 
Name the districts region wise 


(a) Jammu Division— Jammu, Kathua, Udham 


: 29.04% 


: 22 


Pur, Poonch 


Rajouri, Doda, Samba, Ramban, 
Reasi and Kishtwar. 

(b) Kashmir Division— Srinagar, Anantnag, Baramulla, 
Badgam, Pulwama, Kupwara, 
Ganderbal, Bandipur, Kulgam 


and Shopian. 


(c) Ladakh Division— Leh and Kargil. 


What was the number of voters 
in Assembly elections 20029 


What is the number of constitue- 
ncies in Kishtwar District? 
Give the name of two constitue- 
ncies? 
Literacy rate of Kisht 
census 200] 
at is the n 

Villages? 
What Is the numb 
In Kishtwar Distrj 
Give 
7 the number of Cducationa] 
mbes mM Kishtwar 

ame the Education Blocks 


war as per 


umber of Revenue 


ct? 


© nu . 
Kishtwar? mber of Niabets in 


er of panchayats 


: Kishtwar Segment 


13.723 


Inderwal segment 
66,853 


: 2 


> Kashtwar and 


Inderwal 


> 42.65% 


- Kishtwar, Drabsbala, 


Nagseni, Chatru, 
Marwa, Warwan, 
Paddar. 


: 8 


: 10 
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What is the number of Qanoongo 
Circles? 

What is the number of Patwar 
Halgas in Kishtwar? 

Give the number of Tehsils jn 
Kishtwar district 

Name the Tehsils of Kishrwar 
district 


_ What is the area of land under 


forests in Kishtwar? 

What is the number of High 
Schools in Kishtwar? 

What is the number of Higher 
Secondary Schools in Kishtwar 
district? 


_ What is the total number of Edu- 


cational Institutions in Kishtwar 
district as on 30.11.2007? 


What is the total number of Sarva- : 


shiksha Abhiyan and E.GS, E.V.C? 
What is the number of Degree 
Colleges in Kishtwar district? 
When was 1 Primary School & 
Middle School opened in 

Kishtwar district? 


- When was Primary and Middle 


School raised to High School 
Status? 
When was High School raised to 
the status of Multilateral Higher 
Secondary School? 
When was H.S.S. raised t 
of 10+2 HS.S.? 

© conquered erst 
State Raja? 


o status 


167 


: 4] 
: 4 


: Kishtwar, Chatru, 


Marwa, Atholi- 
Paddar 


: 124.23 sq-miles 
: 17 (Boys), 2 (Girls) 


: 12 (Boys), 2 (Girls) 


- 455 


a] 


. 1900 A.D. & 1910 


AD. respectively 


. 1922 A.D. 
_ 1958 AD. 


. 1974 A.D. 


hile Kishtwat - Gulab Singh 
hile 
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When was erst 
conquered? 
Whence from name 
emerged? 

Give various names of 
since carliest times 


Kishtwar 


Kishtwar 


When was Marwa annexed to 
Kishtwar? 

When was Paddar annexed to 
Kishtwar? 

Who founded the principality of 
Marwa? 

Who ruled Paddar before its 
annexation to Kishtwar? 

Name the villages of Warwan 
pargana kept after the names 
of the English people. 


Name the first historic kine of 
Kishtwar °° 


Who was the last 
Kishtwar? 
Name the fir 


Raja of Kishtwar 


at is the height of Umas; 
or Baddhar ian masi La 


What is the height of Marbal 


ruler of 


at is the 
Pass? 


St convertee Muslim 


vhile Kishtwar state: 1821 A.D. 
, 10" €.AD. 


: Samarthgarh, 


Goverdhansar, 
Mahakaligarh, 
Lohitmandal, Pohie. 
Cheerhar, Bhotnagar 
and Kishtwar. 


: 1834 ALD. 
: 1836 A.D. 
: Deep Sen 


: Local Ranas and 


Chamba rulers 


: Inshan, Afti, Gomeri, 


Basman, Margi, 
Brayan 


: Kahan Pal 

: Mohd. Teg Singh 
Kirat Singh 

: 5340 Mts. 

: 3670 Mts. 

: 3810 Mts. 


: 3784 Mts. 
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6]. 


0 


Give the height of other passes 
~ (a) Bhot Kol or Lanwilla pass 
(c) Sickle Moon 

(d) Thunther 

(e) Nun Khun 

(f) Brahma-I 

(g) Brahma-Il 

(h) Naginshero cliff 

(i) Piparan 

(j) Arjuna peak 

(k) Barnaj-I 

(1) Barnaj-II 

(m) Shiv Ling 


. What is the length of river Chenab : 


from its source to Akhnoor border? 
What is the height of Kishtwar 
town above sea level? 

Name the earliest intellectual of 
Kishtwar? 

Who wrote Milindo Panho? 

Name the famous cash crop 
produced in Kishtwar. 


- Name the costiliest blue stone 


found in Paddar. 
Where are hot springs found in 
Kishtwar? 


Who opened first govt. school in 
ishtwar? 
en was Doda-Kishtwar * oad 
Own open for vehicular traffic 
© was the first Union Minister 


°m Kishtwar? 
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: 4421 Mts. 
: 4110 Mts. 
: 6575 Mts. 
: 3710 Mts. 
> 7135 Mts. 
: 6416 Mts. 
: 6110 Mts. 
: 4090 Mts. 
: 4070 Mts. 
: 6200 Mts. 
: 6100 Mts. 
: 6290 Mts. 
- 6000 Mts. 


570 Kms. 


: 1634 Mts. 
: Nagsen 


: Nagsen 
- Saffron 


- Sapphire 


- Tatapani Paddar, 


Tatapani Renat 
Marwa, Puller 
Nagseni, Kiyar 
Dachhan 


| Maharaja Parlap 


Singh 


- 1962 


- Om Mehta 
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65. 


66. 
67. 
68. 
69. 
10 
71. 
72. 


73. 


74. 


ie. 


76, 


Glimpses of Kishtwar Histopy 


t Minister from 


Who was the firs : etd 
Kishtwat in State O 
‘nisters? 
ye was first College A 
started? 
When was 
declared as 
Who opened De 
Kishtwar Governo 
When was Degree 
at Kishtwar? 
Name the women wh 
administration in Kishtwar. 


gitation 


patote-Kishtwar road 
National Highway 1B? 
gree College at 

r? 


role in 


Who was the first Member Parlia- : 


ment (M.P.) from Kishtwar? - 
Who was the first woman M.P. 
from Kishtwar? 

Where are inscriptions found in 
Kishtwar? 


When was Distri i 
) ict Institute of 
veaan (D..E.T.) Opened at 
ishtwar? ° 
Where from 


does ri 
Bhaga rise? ve fiver Chandra 


Wher e fr 


om does 4j | 
Sudher O€s river Mariev 


M : 
atwa river) rise? 


College opened : 


o played vital : 


: Bashir Ahamad 


Kichloo 


1969 A.D. 


1977 A.D. 


: Jag Mohan 


1986 A.D. 


Rani Vilas Maji 
and Anwar Dei 
Om Mehta 


- Krishana Mehta 


- In Sharda script at 


Saiya Draman 
Nagseni and Sirshi 
Dachhan. 

In Sanskrit at Zajnal 
Warwan. 

In Brahmi script 08 
the ceiling of Batha- 
stal cave. 


- 1st Jan.1979 


- On the opposite side 


of Bara Lacha pass 
at a height of 


Mt. above s¢4 level 


- Saga glacier near 


Bhot Kol in Wa at 
pargana at a help 
of 4421 Mt. above 


sea level. 
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71. 


%4 


What was the name of Kishtwar 
during Mahabharata period? 

What is the name of last village 
of Warwan bordering Anantnag? 


_ What is the name of last Village 


of Paddar bordering H.P.? 
What is the area of Chowgan? 


~ When was Dul Hasti project 


thrown open for spinning? 
How many turbines are functioning - 
in Dul Hasti project? 


_ Name the last descendant of 


Raja Kahan Pal. 
Who wrote Sangeet Sangrah 
(a manuscript on music)? 


). What is the distance from Kishtwar : 


to Jammu? 

On what day district agitation was 
Started? 

When was Islamia Faridia HSS 
established? 

When was Adarsh Balniketan 
HS established? 

When was Bharty Vidya Mandir 
HS established? -_ 
When was Wazir commission 
appointed? 


~ When was Wazir commission 


report presented to C.M.? | 

When was B.Ed. College establi- 

shed in private sector in Kishtwar! 
en was Science subjects sa ? 

duced in Degree college Kishtwar 

Give the distance of various 

Places, from Kishtwar 

(a) To Dul Dam 


17] 


: Lohit Mandal 
: Sukhnai 
: Tun 


: 520 Kanal 
: 7-4-2807 


3 


> Ghulam Ali, clerk in 


IF HSS Kishtwar 


> Shri Vak 


230 Kms. 


- 13 June 1983 


: 1905 A.D. 


1960 A.D. 


- 1974 A.D. 
- 12-11-1981 
- Dec. 1983 


. 2001 


2001 


. 22 Kms. 
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96. 


97. 


98. 


99. 


100. 


Glimpses of Kishtwar History 


(b) To Sansarl Jullah 

(c) To Gulabgarh 

(d) To Sinthan Top 

(c) To Chingam 

(f) To Batote 

(g) To Srinagar 

(h) To Nowpachi Marwa 

(i) From Nowpachi to Margan 


On what height are Sapphire 
mines located? 

When were Sapphire mines 
discovered? 

Give the areas of four tehsils 
of Kishtwar 

(a) Marwa 

(b) Atholi Paddar 

(c) Chatru 

(d) Kishtwar 

What is the Sanskrit name of 
Chander Bhaga or Chenab? 
When was Dul Hasti Power Pro- 
ject dedicated to the nation? 


Who dedicated the project to 
Nation? 


102 Kms. 


: 63.61 Kms. 
- 83 Kms. 
- 40 Kms. 


110 Kms. 


| 283 Kms. 
- 94 Kms. 
- 52 Kms. 


top (Ikpatran pass) 


- 4267 Mts 


1881 A.D. 


: 872.8 sq. Kms. 
: 700.5 sq. Kms. 
: 761.12 sq. Kms. 
: 5490 sq. Kms. 

- Asikinj 


: 26-04-2008 


: Sh. Man Mohan 


Singh Prime 
Minister of India. 
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Facts About Jammu and 
(As of Now) 


Kashmir State 


a 


|. Who founded the J&K State 


? Location of the J&K State 


. Total Area of J&K State on 
15/08/1947 

4 Total Area under J&K State 
at present 

5. Percentage of Area 


laa 


6. Area under Illegal Occupation 
of China 

1. Area under Illegal Occupation 
of Pakistan 

© Area illegally gifted to China 

by Pakistan 

Population of J&K 

4S per census 2001 


: Sex ratio Females/1000 males 
b Density of Population/sq. mtr. 
3 Ural population 
n tban Population 
' Mteracy Rate as per census 
200] 
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: Maharaja Gulab 


Singh in 1846 A.D. 


: 32°15! to 37°05! 


North Latitude 
72°35’ to 83°20! 
East Longitude 


> 2,22,236 sq. kms. 
: 1,01,387 sq. kms. 


: Jammu 19% 


Kashmir 11% 
Ladakh 71% 


- 37,555 sq. kms. 
- 78,114 sq. kms. 
» 5,180 sq. kms. 


10,069,917 


Female= 4,769,343 


- 900 

» 99 

75.12% 

. 24.88% 

. 54.46% 
(Male=6 


5.75% 


Female=4 1.82%) 


| 
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46. 
47. 


48. 


49. 


CA 
Cn 


56. 


Glimpses of Kishtwar History 


Pakistan waged Ist war in Kashmir: 1965 (2nd in-197}) 


The Delhi Agreement was signed 


between J&K and Indian Govt. 
Tashkant Declaration was made 


between Prime Minister Lal Baha- 
dur Shastri of India and President 


Mohd. Ayub Khan of Pakistan 
Shimla Agreement was signed 
between Indira Gandi Prime 

Minister of India And Zulfikar 


Ali Bhutto President of Pakistan 
. Sheikh-Indira Accord was made 


in 1975. 


. Treaty of Amritsar was signed 


between the British Govt. and 
Maharaja Gulab Singh of 
Jammu on 


. Treaty of Lahore was signed on 
. Total No. of Constituencies 


in J&K 


. Total No. of Voters in State 


Assembly elections 2002 


(a) Jammu > 32,00,559 

(b) Kashmir : 29.93.636 

(c) Ladakh : 1,82,677 
Male Voters : 34,72,136 
Female Voters : 29.04.736 

. Measurements - 

One Bigha = 4 Kanals 

Two Bighas = 

One Acre = 4840 Yards 

One Hectare = 18.68 Kanals 

One Chain = 22 Yards 

80 Chains = 


Languages Spoken in J@K 


1952 


10th Jan..1966 


: 3rd July, 1972 


16th March, 1846 


> O9th March, 1846 
> 87 Gammu = 37, 
Kashmir = 46, 

Ladakh=04) 
> 63,76,872 


1 Ghumaon or 8 Kanals 


1 Mile or 1760 Yards 


Panjabi, Gojri, 
Kishtwari, Bhaderw 


A 
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37. Coldest Place in J&xK | 177 
| ‘ Drass (up to -60 degree 

58. Biggest Town in J&K In Winter) 
50. Biggest City in J&K Anantnag 

) Srinagar (1730 Meter 
60. Deepest Lake in J&K __ Right.) 

pianasbal (about 47 
61. Highest town in J&K _ Feet deep) 
62. Highest Pass in J&K + Leh (3522 Meter height.) 


Khardungla (5602 
Meter height.) 
Nanga Parbat (8126 
Meter height.) 


63. Highest Peak in J&K (POK) 


64. Longest River : Sindh or Indus 
| (2900 kms.) 
65. Longest Highway : NH Srinagar to Leh 


(430 Km. In length.) 


66. Mountain Passes in J&K State and their Height above Sea 
level: 


(a) Zojila Pass : 3559 Metres. 
(b) Khardungla Pass - 5602 Metres. 
(c) Banihal Pass - 2832 Metres. 
(d) Pir Panjal Pass - 3494 Metres. 
(c) Patnitop Pass - 2060 Metres. 
(f) Barzil Pass - 4199 Metres. 


- 2226 Metres. 


(2) Jawhar Tunnel Pass - 5575 Metres. 


(h) Karakaram Pass 


68. Names of Highest Peak 
(a) Nanga Parbat(Divya 


s with their elevation: 
Mir) ; 8126 Metres. 
8611 Metres. 


A K2 or Godwin Austin 3 5152. Metres. 

2 Harmukh . 3962 Metres. 

) Mahadev . 3901.44 Metres. 

© oe , 7135 Metres. 
unkhun 

®. Names of Distt. in J&K State 

(a) Jammu Division: (ii) Udhampur 

Qe: ES 
vi 

(v) Rajouri “ 
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70. 


71. 


Glimpses of Kishtwar History 


- Governor of J&K State 


Chief Justice High Court of T&K 


- lst Chie 

High Con f ee 

} Speaker Laid 
hai 

Chairman Pp b 

Commission 


Of J&K 


ve Assembly 
€gislative Council 
ublic Service 


y.Chief Minister J&K State 


- Finance 


. tate 


(viii) Ramban 
(vii) Kishtwar (x) Reasi 
(ix) Samba 
(b) Kashmir Division: (ii) Kupwara 
(i) Srinagar (iv) Budgam 
(ill) Baramula (vi). Anantnag 
ye (viii) Kulgam 
(vii) Bandipur fay Shoot 
(ix) Ganderbal 
Division: 
tc) an oe (il) Kargil 
No. of fducational Institutions in J dK as on 23/03/2006. 
(a) Primary Schools , 11365 
(b) Middle Schools 4618 
(c) High Schools 1035 
(d) Higher Secondary Schools 474 
No. of Lok Sabha ‘Constituencies 06 
in J&K , 
(1) Anantnag (ii) Baramula (iii) Srinagar 
(iv) Jammu (v) Udhampur (vi) Ladakh 
- No. of Rajya Sabha 04 
Representatives | 
- Chief Minister of J&K State Sh. Gulam Nabi Azad 


Retd. Gen. S.K. Sinha 
Justice K.S.Radha 
Krishnan 

Justice Sir Birjor Dalal 


Sh.Tara Chand 
Sh. Abdul Rashid Dar 
Sh. Mohd. Shafi Pandit 


Sh. Muzaffar Hussain 
Beg 
Sh. * Abdul Hamid Qara 


. Sh. Kuldeep Khoda 


Kupwara : 94.63% 
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¢9 Scheduled Tribe Population of 
the State 
90, First Prime Minister of 
J&K State 
9]. Last Prime Minister of 
J&K State 
9) First Chief Minister of 
J&K State 
93 Chief Secretary of J &K State 
94. Sultan Zain-ul-Abidin was 
Popularly Known as 
§. Total no. of Employees 1 Civil 
Secretariat on 94/01/2007 
(a) Kashmir— Gazatted : 191; 
Class 4"": 256 
(b) Jammu— Gazatted : 08; 
Class 4°": 107 
(c) Ladakh— Total: 112 
% Distance From North to 
yy, South in J&K 
Distance From East to West 
' In J&K ' 
99 Shankaracharya Hill Elevation - 
fs Amar Nath Peak : 
- Ama 
lo) r Nath Cave 
First known king of Kashmir 


G li mps es 


"Lowes 
scheduled Caste Population to 


~ the to 


- of the 


of Kishtwar History 


west Population as per 
| growth rate 

Highest Literacy Rate 

t Literacy Rate 

tal population of State 

Scheduled Caste Population 

State 

Scheduled Tribe Population to 


- the total population of State 
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Kathua : 47.43% 
Jammu : 77% 
Badgam : 42.50% 
7.6% 
7,70,155 
10.9% 
11,05,979 
Sheikh Mohd. Abdullah 
Shamas-ud-din 
Ghulam Mohd. Sadiq 


Sh. B.R. Kundal 
Badshah 


1715 


Non-Gazatted - 767 


Non-Gazatted : 274 


640 Kms. 
480 Kms. 


2065 Metres 
5279.40 Metres 


282 Metres 


Gonanda 
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| 1969 
Jammu University came in 
to being _ 
| uage 
103. State Official apg oF sith ER 


t in . eee 
os ig who ° (ii)Basohli (iit) Bhadu 
oR Mankot (v) Bindralta (v1) Jasrota_ 
‘vi Samba (viil) Jammu (ix) Chenani 
(x) Bhaderwah (xi) Kishtwar | 
105, Employees in J&K State as on 22/03/2006 (Hind Samachar) 


102. 


vt. Employees : 2,573,508 
0% —— > 23,000 
Public Sector Employees > 24,000 
Daily Wagers - + 20,000 
Total : 3,50,000 


Home Deptt. Including Police, : 17,640 
Health and Medical Education 


Public Health Engineering > = 15857 
(PHE) 
Electricity : 13846 


106. Sitting Members of Parliament - 

(a) Lok Sabha: 
(1) Sh. Omer Abdullah (NC) from Srinagar. 
(u) Sh. Choudhary Lal Singh (Cong.) from Udhampur. 
(ui) Sh. Madan Lal Sharma (Cong.) from Jammu. 
(iv) Sh. Abdul Rashid Shaheen (NC) from 

Baramullah. 

M) Shp vchbooba Mufti (PDP) from Anantnag. 

(b) Rajya Sabha nM DUNS (Independent) from Ladak® 


(1) Chaudhary Mohd. Aslam (Cong.) 


() Prof. Saifuq_a; 
ii) aa ud-din Soz (Cong.) 


i ra Singh Bafy 
107. Who ) Dr. F aroog Ab duttor ANC): 
longest i ae i Dr Man Mohan Singh 
ver brid ee ie 
Rives ane at oo 5 = - on 
date? —* and on What 


Ce Scanned with OKEN Scanner 


Asser, Wali Mohd. 
Charak, Sukh Dev Singh 


Dhar, Shivji Kak 
Drew, Fredric 


Dr. Ved Kumari 


Ganhar J.N 
Grierson, GA. 


usnain, Fidda Mohd 


Huchison & Vogal 
“hry Ghulam Mustafa 
Jotshy Hari Lal 


San, Hashmatullah 


K 
* Ram Chandra 
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- History 


' Anti 


: Tasveer Zila Doda in Urdu, 
: History and Culture of 


Himalayan States, vol-4 and 
vol-6. 


: Tarikh-I-Kishtwar in Persian. 


: Northern Barriers of India — 


Jammu & Kashmir Territories. 


: The Nilamata Purana vol-1 
Ellison, Charles dates & Brevet : 


A Gazetteer of Kashmir 


- Jammu Shrines & Pilgrimages 


- Linguistic Survey Of India Vol- 


7 part-2 and Vol- 9 part-4 


- Cultural History of Kashmir and 


Kishtwar 


- History of Panjab Hill States 
. Tarikh-i-Kishtwar in Urdu 


- Shristhal Devi Darshanam in 
| Hindi and Sanskrit 


of Jammu & Conquest 


f Maharaja Gulab Singh 
) 


“Bahadur in Urdu 


S ¢ 


— | 
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Koul, PK. 


Mohibbul Hassan 
Nirmohi, Shiv (Prof) 
Nargis Dass Nargis 
Pathak, Jyoteeshwar 
PN.K. Bamzai 
Rafique, Abdul Qayum 


Rogers, Alexander 

Ram Dhan 

Shah Puria, Achhar Chand 
Smith, Vincent A 


Syed Najam-ud-Din 
Sharma, DC 


Shastri, Dwarka Dass 


Tiwari, Bhola Nath 


Glimpses of Kishtwar History 


; Himalayan Territories in J ammu 


and Bhaderwah 


; Kashmir Under Sultans 

; Paddar ~ Lok Aur Sanskrit; 

: Tarikh-i-Dogra Desh in Urdy 
- Cultural Heritage of Dogras 

: A History of Kashmir 

: Sufism in Kashmir From [4h 


to 16" Century A.D. 


: The Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri vol- 2 


translated in English 


: Assessment Report of Kishtwar 


tehsil - 1914; Assessment 
Report of Ramban 1912 


: Kalhan’s Rajtarangini in Urdu 
: The Oxford History of India 
: Tarikh-i-Kishtwar in Urdu 

: History and Culture of 


Kishtwar 


; Milinda-Panho-Pali in Sanskn 


With Hindi Translation 


: Bhasha Vigian in Hindi 


V———... 
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$M Sl Ufa ae a st ae fq oe wie ce ay 
@ Weg 2 ae a ere 


oT & ween wat st, 

SR aR ae ar free frat ace, URI a 

Fe areal Peers? eh eat Rt Tt EN Ow 
© afte a aaa gheain @ farecearg at st aa 

fae tar 8 weh ge Perey are # oe A 

OR as cenfaa gan Sl fake ora el fest eA 
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arat ye wat St, a 

va ary seo AM BU Wa HSI A Hae Poenha 
Wan deaf @ afi ae Wee ga 4 ame 
aig afer at ame yaad tl ama feyare a ay 
Oo ware at vad wate al sae A-aTR a ae fase 
we wid Hae A Be Bal 21 am faahiat FG as 
ak I mh wan 21 a8 fan wore a oases eq a a 
aT amt wa aaa a age ware fea 3 


wer Wat Aat wat sit, 

aa fraaa , Terr way Urata dad @ ys FH anew 
MSA Bt) amy anda depia st apy yard, ws 
tom, is free 21 omy ame st aeg  aPt. 

4 cama & aa ¥ anat orem a 


% fer tray a oT: a am @ ak 
AF wy I ae el | 
ara YATE 4 
fora ‘Fratet . 
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Map of 


Erstwhile Kishtwar State 
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